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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

UNITED STATES DEPAI0<ENT OF JUSTICE

Transmit the ^following Teletype message to:

ORLEANS (44-0) 12/2/54

/.

TOR, FBI (ENCL»)

Mr. Buife^^n-imia

Mr. toetm >?!?

Mr. fe.rSn: . -4—

•Si

Mr. S:zjj.__.=.-

—

[r. Wmtersawd,
lie. Boom..»=«rr-

j. HoUomfea—'^^'-^

WHITE-^CITIZENS COXmCIL^r INFORMATION CONCERNING (CIVIL RIGHTS) RE

MOBILE AIRTEL TO BUREAU lV30/54, /COPY NEW ORLEANS. THERE IS EN-

CLOSED FOR THE INFORMATION!OP, BUREAU A COPY OF AN EDITORIAL OF

IS, LOUISIInA^.NEWSPAPER, 11/27/54 EDI

-

/\

0N% ENTITLED/^mmop.TI^ 'PRESSURE' "

THE LOUISIANA WEEKLY, NEW

TION, PAGE SIX B, COLl

SAME REPORTS TKftT piE MffjEAl » S.^^g^^^^ COUNCILJ ( "BETTER/KNOWN

TO SOME AS ^^UrapWN^^KU KLUX^KLAN ' ) " PLAN TO PUT "PRESSURE" ON

NEGROES IN THE STATE FOR WANTING TO OBEY THE LAW AS THE SUPREME COURT

HAD DECIDED IT. TES ARTICLE REFLECTED THAT THE COUNCIL HAD BEEN

WARNED LAST WEEK BY NEGROES THAT THEY WOULD COUNTER ATTACK ANY THREAT

TO THE ECONOMIC WELFARE OF NEGROES. THERE IS A PLAN IN EFFECT TO

"CLOSE RANKS" AND BOYCOTT THE PRODUCTS AND SERVICES SOLD BY CERTAIN .

V COMPANIES INSIDE AND OUTSIDE OP MISSISSIPPI; THAT NEGROES ALL OVER
f^,^A . . . .

, ... .
: ...

\y^THE COUNTRY ARE WAITING TO FIND OUT WHAT PRODUCTS GC»!E FROM MISS,

^¥ TO EXERT THE SAME PRESSURE MISSISSIPPI NEGROES ARE ! THREATENED WITH.

1/^* ^%|IS SAME NEWSPAPER, 11/27/54 EDITION, PAGE TWO, COLUMN POUR, UNDER

• >^'IMDING,/mISS. NEGROES WARN THEY WILL COUNTERATTACK IF STATE CITIZENS
vlf^ -, /. - /0S-:34^,SL3Y~)( ...

s^ COUNCILS START ECONOMIC WAR" REPORTED 43? JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, 'MAT

cc: 1 - Mobile (Info.) i'^-^mrFn^
REGISTERED MAIL .^/^ , v.

*'^*»»^U-42

^79 APR 27^2 Special Agent in Charge

^2 '^^-ẑ S>f̂ '^^^'^',
fl ^ '^8=^3 6=:^^^:^ ,

— *-^--^ ^>~<i^
'^'TT:r ~ "*

•

\W-

nt. -3~^ Per.
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PAGE TWO
i

NEGROES WARNED LAST WEEK THAT IF AN ECONC»!IO WAR liS BEGUN BY THE

STATE CITIZENS COUNCILS , THE NEGROES WOULD GOUNTERATTAGK. !ffiIS...
1 • .

,

DECLARATICJN WAS MADE BY THE MISSISSIPPI BRANCH (^ THE NAACP AT WE

CLOSE OP A THREE-DAY MEETING HELD IN JACKSON, MISSiSSIPPI, THE ARTI^"

CLE DESCRIBED CITIZENS COUNCILS AS GROUPS CP WHITE; MEN ORGANIZED TO

KEEP SEGREGATION. THE ARTICLE REPORTED SUCH GROUPS HAVE THREATENED

TO USE ECONOMIC PRESSURE IN THEIR FIGHT AGAINST MIXED SCHOOLS. THE

ARTICLE STATED NAMES OF. COMPANIES AND (WFICIAIS WHO THREATEN NEGROES

WILL BE TURNED OVER TO THE NAACP 'S NATIONAL OFFICE IN A TWO PART

PROGRAM. ONE, TO INVESTIGATE TO SEE IF FEDERAL LAWS HAVE BEEN VIO-

LATED, AND TWO, THE NAMES WOULD BE CIRCULATED TO BRANCH NAACP OFFICES

FOR A RIGID BOYCOTT OP THE PRODUCTS OR SERVICES SdLD BY THOSE COM-

PANIES INSIDE OR OUTSIDE OP MISSISSIPPI. NO INVESTIGATION BEING

CONDUCTED BY NEW ORLEANS UACB. COPY FURNISHED MOBilLE FOR INFORMA-

TION IN VIEW OP INFORMATION FURNISHED NEW ORLEANS BY REAIRTEL,

CHILES '

END

A
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Assistant Attoi^©y General
Warron Olnay III
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iNPOmiATIOH CONC.-;H!lINft (CIVIL Rlf^/HTS)

1954
Reference is mad© to ray memorandum <3at,0£i 1 ecciaber 3»

There is attached hereto ror youi* Ini'onnatlon a
Photostat of an article which appeared In "!Hie Louisiana
VJeoklj,*' Hew Orleans, Loulalana, dated ilovember 27, 195i^•
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egroes TireS^f 'Pr^sswg'

HAL !
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>UISIAm WEEKLY
'LEANS, LA.

.^, col», 1

)ejoie, jr* Editor

THE White Mississippi Citizens Council
(better known to some as the "Up-

town Ku KIux Klan") plan, to put "pres-
sure'* on Negroes in that state for wanting
to obey the law as the Supreme Court sees

it, looks like it might blow up in their

face^.

In this day of possible atomic warfare,
the cold war between the two dominant
political idealogies, democracy and com-
muhisni, the new Negro has the good com-
mon sense to know that democracy must
work the same way for all American citi-

zens if it is to survive. There can be no
legal segregation. They are anxious f<

slirvi^^l and know it will survive where
"^IfTSput into practice. The U. S. Army is

living proof that integration works.
They have the faith in democracy is the

.

reason why they are not afraid as they
might have been years ago of the Miss.

Council's subtle threats of economic pres-

sure and violence.

Possibly that is the reason why they
warned the councils last week they'd coun-

ter attack, but good, any threat to the eco-

nomic welfare of Negroes. The putting of

democracy into practice is on the march.
There is no turning back.

Already there is a plan in effect to

**close ranks" and boycott the products and
services sold by certain companies inside

and outside of Mississippi. Negroes all

over the country as well as sympathizers
are just^ waiting to find out what products,

serv^es, et cetera that come from Missis-

sippi\o exert the same pressure ]^#^s. Ne-
groes ^e threatened with. The crek^on
of nationwide anti-Mississippi sentiment



rwiii OolEK^^Iready backward and mental-
ly site^state no good. (Any way yo^Jook
at Mississippi, it is a poor state cultur^^,
educationally and economically. The st^
needs all the help it can get morally, spir-

,
itually and economically because it is so

far down the list in everything except vio-

lence and ignorance. The poor state has
no claims to fame or accomplishment be-

cause of its consuming efforts to keep the
*'Negro in his place." To do that, the poor
state has not been able to raise itself. They
are sMJl^i^the same place, at thej^^^^^m

^^,iif th^ rung of the ladder of democracy,
brotherhood, and accomplishment.
Common sense ought to tell the Miss.

Citizens Councils they can ill afford to in-

timidate and pressure loyal Negro Ameri-
cans who respect and obey the law they

. want to defy.

Certainly it will be a sad day for Missis-

sippi if the word is given nationwide to

"hoycott everything sold or made in Missis-

sippi.

' Negroes are tired of being the subjects

of pressure. They are tired of people
speaking for segregation when the Su-

' preme Court of the U. 'S. has spoken 9-0

against it. Perhaps, that is the answer tO;

why a large number of citizens cancelled

their subscriptions to two local dailies

which campaigned for the infamous
amendment 16 that was designed to cir-

cumvent and defy the Supreme Court rul-

ing.

Wt>;inean to fight to see that democracy
"^"^^ks like the civic and history books
sa^Wt should, and that ought to b©s*auite

apparent even in Mississippi^^



^^r-^tvlVIHf^-*-

u^^^

cV

-/

/

*

Ojjice Nlemorandum • united|Itates g(

DATE:

Mr.. Tolson-.;—-

1

Mr. Moht
Mr. Farsoas—

.

^ ^ii Tele. Booiu- >

'^^
' Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation

FROM ; William F* Tompkins, Assistant Attorney General
Internal Security Division

SUBJECT: The Citizens Councils (of Mississippi)'"

The American States Rights Association

There is forwarded herewith an article which appeared
in the Washington Pc^t and Times-* Herald" onV Sunday, Ndv*ember 21,

195hy regarding the above-najmed organizations.

It is suggested that an investigation be made - regarding
these organisations with a view to their being considered for
designation pursuant to Executive Order No. lOli^O relating to the
Federal employee security program* Particular eirphasis should be
placed on any policies or activities which indicate that the

organisations have "adopted a policy of advocating or approving
the commission of acts of force and violence to deny others their
rights under the Constitution of the United States",

\\

Enclosure No, 3U601

i?

y

/^t^-^^ 34237^
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y^ASQ.
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Sunday^ November 21, I95U

^^r^^i^f^^#^^?|gS^^^^^^^^

^Southern Heri
The South is witnessing, the

birth of a new^ crop of anti-

.ISIegro groups unlike anything
since the post-'World War U; re-

vival of the Ku Klux Klan. To
get the facts, an AP Newsfea-
tures reporter spent two weeks
in-the region, talking with state

opicials And officers of organiza-

tions hoth: for md against racial

integration.

'

By Bern- Price

:
' JAGKSON, Miss. — AT
type of anti^Negro vigil]

movement—using boycott;!

stead of; bullwhips—lias ai

in at: least one state
, in

THE COtj

reeled agaifi

tors" in general and ihe . Na-

tional Association for the Ad-

vancement of Colored People

in particular. The only organ-

ized opposition to the move- !

nien

he\sblr

segre^^

^^.ilgrhey do ub
t|

^§mi0sS^^mBi^ ^'viblehci

[Hpiile tlie Councils prq^l
^ght the Supreme Cp^|pl
^^^ion by legal meaiis, tIi|M

indercurrents that suf

^

ce would :lie tblerat<

ary, to "keep the

i" -place.'*

The movement is backed by
some of the state's leading

citizens— bankers, politicians,

druggists,, lawyers, plantersi

merchants/ and newspaper-
j

.res:";j-:y4'/.;:0', ,
.

...

marks also -were
PJaiid distributed
re carefully; sell

J^p And in the wake of

gfe|pring's Supreme : Court

^pon declaring racial seg

J^llfion in public : schools u

i^
new organiz.

^j^ave ;vaLppeared ;'eisewhe:

i^Spixie 7vtb, sound ^/the" call
•.r^j-.^pr ' '

. ^

^^preservation of our Soul

'"''"^'^eritage," the old railyirip

of the Ku Klux Klan, At pres-

ent, these -various groups oper-

:., ,^^ate independently of on]

^.r.:<)ib?r. Mtt'StT'are-weai/jJriE

ciwds 6f;..^only. several^-

dred even wheti'appealljll

mass protest meetings.

The two with muscle ar

Airierican States Rii^hts

, elation, headquartered in .^,^^,

mingham, Ala., and a network

of Citizens, t3ourip|ls-in

sippi. V;The^.^ CitizensJ,;:Cbi

have adT6cated^and ; appi

ly put in use,;the idea p:

stitutlH^ economic pressui

physical force/ the tradi

weapon of the Klan,

Citizens Councils have

organized in 22 of Missis;

'^'^^ counties and are spread

l^^heir purpose is to apply "^^ciSS

^^omic pressures to "trouble-

^S^iakers" who would upset the

?i^^Southerh way of life." A
j^^^^trouble-maker" is anyone who
"^'^^^idypcates compliant-""''- '^''-

ment, and hence its chief tar

get, is the handful of NAAC
bers inside Mississip]

mmett J. Stringer, a

us dentist, is state pre;)

for the NAACP.
inger says he belie

has been some action

art of the Councils.

e had a branch preside]

rchant, who had to

group of white

up to his store and
to get in the car.. He did

they took him to his bank.

trc were the banker, his

lesaler, and other people

gave him credit. They
him they would give him
ore , . . He had to give up,

fo bankrupt or get out."

vriie dentist also told of a Ne-

doctor whose patients were
ised not to go to him any-

e. The doctor was aptive

;he NAACP.
ringer, a graduate o:

;y Medical College at

Tenn.j.saidhe had n
m one area that the

utility services of any
'er who became eve:

in arrears on his
e cut off abruptly

=«^^ar-s for me," Stringer]
^^g^^lcan't get credit any
jSSi^l Mississippi, and Tnif
tiiifjting started, too."

""?S ''

-

'"FTER -EXISTENCE of me.

i yfU' ::l-ks.

At a meeting October ; 12 at

,.a state organization,

Councils was set up;

|ert B/^^tterson, a

|dge' planter and for-

'ege football star, as;
' secretary. Patterson'

ply officiarwhose name
|n made public, He
1 establish a permanent
* Winona.

|sibly, membership^fin;
Incils is not secretvarid>

ftly is well known^ari^^

local communities/ ;,A^;

^.^^ «,__"who asks about-mein^

'^rship, however, even.thpughj.

a Southerner himself,' is^^met
;

with open hostility, suspicion -

&:;'|hej^acc^
iiariolk ;'meeUh^ljwent : -a?.

fenfe;iirgirig ;memfier^;ta
^

lertaiKlpublicati^

^^,^^^^f|',themJ^'W^

gro;?^ye|faiSb|M

"s' -m
;e^j^gt|fese^/?i^^

.anU-S^SnSetlcJ.Sow^

giotra|^.giroup

Prontibstant,;;;eaihpiic!an^

jisii,^ 'have\ ^been-/;^puj^fii^

;
anti-segregatibrfis!^^

: time '^fdr;vall.bjf^us;;tc^

.. for/ 'segrepiition

;regaidiess>fvrace^^

; Invfuibtherlmai^

dianoia JJOctoBerj^iis/ tliei^^

.

was ^iriade:: ''^i^i:i;,ff^^$^SSi:^^0iM
' /'Unless-vwe^J^oi^anizein^fe^

i
Negro leaders; wUl^cq^^

.
es^rt ^pre^iire^' untnirMp^
/breaks 1 piit/ aiid^ theia/ ;fe^ard%
lesslpf/hpw :you feeij^bu^m
be'^drawn ihto^the Jcoiffiict;^f^

: theli^sue i^viti;)be ^biacic:against:?

|,:wliite;'y^l-::^gipJ^

' ^^'Mbbre'J^refused^aiij^iffi;^^
^Ihdianbiavii:'^iri ^:s'%:':^-''

s|ii-secret Councils first was
Dorted by the Associated
|ss in late summer, the Mis-
lippi Assembly representa-

tive from .Sunflower County,
Mrs.-WilmV B. Sledge, issued

.
yjhat she called a ''clarifying

statement" about the
izatioh.: '

She said the Coun
p^ad group 6

nieetirig

a private home. Among those

present were Pattersbn and;;

Hermaiiipteore, head ^pf^thei^-

IndianbffcBain^; V;/;^/i:4^^

""^- plan for the -;Cmincils;^fe
edly was drawn from

'

ok, "Black Monday," by
; Judge Tom P/ Brady
okhaye^i , in which the

of econbmib pressures
anced, C"Bla,ck Monday"
; designation given by
to May: 17, the day the

e;.^-^Cpurt
,
segrigatj^ii^g

n was announced.)
ip-^^^^^

ire subsequently bee a['

an of the Ihdiarii

1. The minutes of

first meeting were duplica

and. distributed • through^
the :State to a carefully seli

ed/rhailing list; / ^V :f >i/

According ;;^tb;|^he^:: minu:
ArthurV:'J.gGllj^^;Jr;i/:an •;

torriiey, \ex|^aiiffid:3/:-:$^^:i:
'^

:;/i'Itv;:^isf::tfiev;thpught;,.bf

g|bui):jtliat^lfe Jspl^ tfits

organ- |;prbblemV|n^^ easier^

i^i^yaripusg'agU
^iboulH ; SheV removed Ifrbni:

^cpmmtinities in which they /

Pa;tterison :Swas: / infefview
ithe,:;St. ^Rest^^plantatibn*
;- Holly .Ridge- :P'lan.ting

":big;manvwitlKfed4iair
lesiv-hlue

. ., eyes/;:=lie -^wa^
.^jutheast end -iri. i9^!^at
' [sis^p^gState^J^^

j5j^ffiSj3RSTlM)stffi^
reluctant^jtp 'i^

;i^ied|^ojsoni^
='

'"^ff?As^}ipng;tSSfthere^
;tegra^iph;g|h^sWd/;**the^

f

be:.:?iip-;;JtMubie^4^e/iSincer^iy-^-'
inieari^^i^^brdiW^^lia^ :the3
I

interest;^f^tliS^^^ heairt^'

p^ople^^iliJ^eTCr^understa^
I

that. We: abnrt^xiiect;theiri!:tbii^^

i undbrstah dM'^sx^J^'ilM:;^?'^

.1iying,here :j0n ^^a^^plan^/

ltll'35/Negrb -families;

;erj-haye:^:any^^^trbublf

ii:;/are^J^:gejttm

ISgNegrc^lEaLmilies^
;bottbrirpickers^ J^iiviii^

[ks:;^ithput?vplffl
?!ginx work ; ife tlie; fiehisS;'

they;=:;are;.;T -ifyearsc old:g;

iom ;gebbeypnS second-S
i;/gradb:Mi^schSplS:5fe:'^;^

p,^^,,?y^^«.«Jmunists^"?:^s^ ;patteiv^^?-

:Soh/£;'are;/tryin;g/t;b;;-:make:^:-U

iintegrai tOi ,weiakeh us ;arid de- h -

;strpy:/'us:"-i||;g'J5';£^

!;^;,MississiEw''s^



VIGIIAOT^S REVIVllNiG 'SOU MeRN HERITAGE' (Cont'd.) ~ page 2,

mmm

0,

aboiltion '^of;;tiie ; jiubli^

system^:^misiwpuldjpive ff

^fhe iJ5tatelto1turn''c5_

t6i;"i?^Yate^^,;operaiS

'Ui^S^contiiiuek'iisegri"'*

hG ' prpposition\ will |^^
n in -a . special eiectiffl

-er 2i:-^v:gu^^;^v;..,::.^
Iney Gene^i^^^,Co^

asked '^eyer3r/;:white

of the State Bar Asso-
io accept appointment
tecial assistant: to de-
ool officials irf ise^re-

uits. In an interview,

he had received more
tthan 1200 favorable replies
from "all but two or three of
the practicing active mem-
bers."

When asked whether o^,
tion of the Citizens Co\xS{^

might violate the conspifi|

sections of the Federal 'Qix-.

Rights law, Coleman rep"^^''

"Frankly, I don't

They'd have to be indictedl-^....
,,

;.a..Mississippi grand jury ^^MM'\
"""*"'"''''

'lore a Mississippi J>1^^.
it would not 1;^^^

see that justice ij^fs^'

, anned;;;p.f^com^ _
1 ;:mtfgration,^- :Ho6ver v .^^wayi^Biil; af\;thei^Cis;'^ipiericei't':tIiere^^

said

;di *What ;we ; ai^e ;going
';:ib^;;do -;is 'Sibblish the
schools and set them
iriyate and take a hun-

,^^iars to pay for them."
gppobver . also observed, "It

Igf^^jje that a 100 million
-whiite people will have to get
together and send 15 million
Negroes back to Africa."

, Membership in the ASRA
is; $25 for a regular, voting
membership and $1 for an as-

sociate, non-voting member-
ship; ;

Horton said the organiza-

•in the''^:South;?.^oyer:::attemptsV:^v...^j^-jj^^j^-^^

at integrationnitvisvlikely they;^; niight as: weilv liaye -pf
will be

,
^nYpl;(^i^J/.v:j:jigo^^^^^^

S t r i ng e;r, ^the \Mississippiv^^ dffi6ersi>w^l

N A A C P;h^ad|.:does n o t >beju::i5rpte:ct the ^ /Negrpi^yih^
lieve, there Avili. tie ;vi61ence;V danger thes^:VCUizeiisi'>S
in his Staled -Dn^ArHv McGpy;^^^^ whip;, Aip^;senUi
a Jackson.. Negro dentist lalso.V among the : less desirabl^
a et-rv^e':'in the'''NAACPi;'has:;i/mehts;- \'''--^'-if'-'-0^;'vm&i^^.

a different- opiiijon. He.iaid: ;;g";^';ifr there ^'Js :;Vioienc^S;'?|

"In Jacksoti, where tliei*ei;is/;^
--

-. ^ , ..,, ,.., -. v-v,a

more intelligence and educa-;)

tion/ I don't think there ;will

be much trouble, but. iriltiie ;

rurals, where all they've hea

.contiiiued, "the{ whitej'peop
areigoiiig ' ^to shed ^blpod^jt
.Ybu; .kno^y a^/.maii;ksdmetiE.
rwilllet you push ^hiih-arour

THER LARGE i^p;
ily well organized Pj^^:
'up fighting segrel^*^"^-^

e. American Sta;

ssociation, was inc

n Alkbama last F^i

l^i^re; 600 shames ,_^.,^

otij^iiJi k ^^^
'"'

of prominent .andrw
^e^/ ^Tiie^gASR^^ :has

takeia ^ijiiai^r-paSefi^^
^ifeSfej'i »1*^*^® State^js d^l5^

-^--^yj^ weekly:5news|^^^
brbadcaJsts ^ twic^
days a week o

tion WILD in B

PlTTERED through tlfeS

0i, mostly in Georgia an|?}

"a, are other organizS-
Among them are the
Brotherhood'* in Flori

Saded by Bill Hendrix of
assee, former self-styled

I Dragon of the Southern
Ijts of the Ku Klux Klan
ational Association for
vancement and Protec

if the Majority of the
People", at Griffin,

aong whose leaders is

ji-vin Head, former Klea-
he Klan unit at Griffin;
ational Association for
servation of the White
t Augusta, Ga., whose
nt is a former Klaa
er; "Florida States

Rights, Inc.," chartered in
Dade County (Miami); The
Southerners," at Mobile, Ala.,

, and . p e r;hap^&LMjJaM&^^en

leading figure
athsr of ASRA 1^^
1 H.rHbrton, persol

|ger 'for the Empif
mnce Co. of Birmi*

;Mmv' and his boss, William.
te3W|^9i=boar4,;eJbaji;ma^ and

VJASHIMGTON POST-TIMES HERALD,

Sunday^ November 21, 19?U
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ers^nimtim$ for ^h9 B9parim0m'*;$' 00n8m«r»t$m gfursmat *-d "-

inmati^^tHna m%Zl H' /&rm^M94 to- yau upon r9c»$pt tharaof^ :

'

"
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iee « SACt j^«w Orlaana (w/j

See •» S4G, JUemphiB (W/Snei
See - mc^, Btrvtinghem (w/m
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Tolson—
Boardman .

Nichols —
Belmont __

. Harbo __
Mohr ^
Parsons _
Rosen '. '.

T^mm
Sizoo

fHera ate eneieaaA fer yeur inferM&tion &nf^gb^ii&me :\

two Pfietoatata 0/ a 9al/*axplanatery manor&nduM fromtW ^^'^^'^^^^'^ ^
dutad Seeenbar 20, X9S4, iegaihar mith tha enolasurelt^ato. Maw X
Orlaana an4 Mamphta are in6trueta4 to comiuei an inuaaiid<itim of
the Citiaana CQuneila (af iiiaaiaaippt) in Qeeordttme mith Baetion 87 JD

0/ tha Manual of Inatruettona^ The raaulia of your inmatigation ^
ahould ba auhntttad in raport farm autUbZe f&r Maaanimtton^ It ^
ia daairad that yewfT rfiSf»r*it 'i^v«t<# *i^« Suraeu no Mter than ^
rebruary 17, 19S5, ir'a&iP'r3,e(!^ha ia daaignaied Office of ^
-in thia matter, .*'''•• '',':.::. \-y y^' ,\:;^'' ':'•'':

v

•^^'^
. » ft

J^ttention $i&, Siriaing^mi
p. ^:^:->

':,V-

shiwU- nt,^>m:hkik^:.MBulat to m rmihghm dm

Winterrowd _
Tele. Room
HoUoDian -$
Gandy .

-^Americmn St^tMM Bight jb Amoc
jMBtrmtitig you t0 submit m report n

s2?rm^miiri?rM*064, mpiionad

;ll54

Q/a-; 105''S74?l\

i
60MM>PBi-; ...

(American Siatea Ri

IS, 29Sp,!:

i
O;

^sin
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t0gtih§r mith the eneXo»ur« l6fter«te. Jtn ol^te 9/; i^9 l^eperisitfnt '«
intsreet in thif$ matter i;h4d0^1ine&fj^^ 'X9SSf.mu»i .
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Owce JMepwramium • united statePgovernment

TO Mr^ £ F. Boardma

VTBJBCT:

^ DATB: I-IO-^S

THE. CITIZENS' COUNCILS (&F MISSISSIPPI)
MBEBT B, PATTERSON
INTERNAL SECURITY— X

ga^ws^-''

Tolson __.

/Boardman .

Nichols _
Belmont __

Harbo

Mohr .

parsons „
Rosen J

—

Tamni'__l_

Sizoo —I-

Winterrowd _

Tele, Room .

HoUoman _:
Gandy -.

4 letter dated 19-89'*54, together with enclosure, from
Robert B^i^ttersony Secretary of Citizens^ OounciIs of Mississippi
(com), Winona, Mississippi, mhVch reflects that a copy of the^ letter
was designated for President Dwight D^ Eisenhower, claims that the
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAAGP)
has requested an investigation of the CCMp It adds that the NAAGP
specialises in stirring up resentment among the Negroes and that
Channing S^ Tobias, NAACP official, has been affiliated with SO
organisations and publications which have been cited^

The letter enclosed a report reflecting that the northern
states have a larger percentage of Negroes in prison in p}fbportion
to population than the southern states. The letter also enclosed
data based on the Bureau's Uniform Grime Reports of 1958 reflecting
that in most cases^ crimes committed by Negroes are greater in
relation to their population than those committed by whites.
Comparison of the data with the Bureau's Uniform Crime Reports does
not reflect misrepresentation^ .

Bufiles reflect that in December, 1953, correspondent forwarded
by letter to the Director anti^-intvegration literature. His letter was
acknowledged under the signature of Miss (randy. A subsequent letter of
similar nature was received from him in January, 1954, and no
acJtnowledgment was given because of its contents. (100^0^29390 and
100-0^29476)

The COM is subject of a security investigation which was
opened in December, 1954. fi&^^^BM

Channing H. Tobias is the subject of a closed investigation.
He has been described as a loyal American who had been Haken inl^ by
front organisations because of his ^wprk among the Negroes.

In view of the correspondent ^s dntirintpegrati on a
and the fact that his organisation is presently' the subject
security investigation, acknowledgment of his letter does no
to be advisable. A letter has been prepared to Memphis Offi

Attachment
^ - .= «.«.-^

cc - Mr. Boardman

Mr. Baumgardner/ ' W^XW-W
Mr. fiosamus/)- /i

ctivitie
of a
t appear
ce

s

Mm01955

? JAti a:^ 4955-

i i" i
r

i-^^

^m/



y
forwarding copies of the material received frow correspondentm \
BEOQMMENDAXrONS: ^ /

, / v

(l) No aoknomledgment be afforded correspondent's present
or future letters.

(8) The attached letter be sent to Memphis Office.

a
^:

-• 8 -
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ASSOCIATION OF

-^V5s-'»—^.

CITIZENS' COUNCILS
OF MISSISSIPPI

WINONA. MISSISSIPPI
December 29, 1954

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D, C.

Dear Mr. Hoover:

ALL INFORMATION CONTAIMED

HEREIN IS UWCLASSIBED
,

p \\'i3-an RY sn^^'

I see that the National Association for the Agitation of Colored
™PepJ2le_h_a_s a^ked U^ the^Citisens ' Councils be inve;stlgated.

After forty years of using every tactic, pressure, and scheme
known to man in accomplishing their 'aims they set up a howl when
they see public opinion turning against them. They have used
among other things economic, poMtical, and social pressure, along
with half-truths, misrepresentations, and outright lies, V

They s-pecialize in stirring up hatred and resentment among the
c^olored people towards the white man all over this country. They
tJhen pit states having 4^ negro population against states having
45% negro population in the name of brotherhood and equality.
Please note . the enclosed prison statistics, which may be verified.
This shows how much more successful they have(lDeen in the North
than in the South. ^

-^^'Channinp: .a,rf^.Qblas one_of_the Dire enters of^ thg^ield ^""ounda tion,

^£. has bee'n a ff ilia ted'l^/i th '

20
" or gani za'^tibns

'

^S^'^^S'lTcatTons
.^Ivffich are cited as subversive and Gonimunist by the Uni^ted States
^^^torney General, House Committee on TJn-Amer lean UctlTvi ties, and
-t!he California Committee, on Un-American Actlv^ities. (See American
Legion Report on The Field Foundation, Inc., 5-25-54, page 33}."
Tills is the NAACP Board Chairman who wants our Councils investigat

§

:^-^

y
ed.

Mississippi v/ith nearly a million negroes has the highest per cenT
nfegro population of any state in the union, and they rem. a in here
through choice. The NAACP is succeeding in driving the white

^•'^ people out of Washington, D. C. We shall not be driven from our
' liafive state.

llB have nothing to hide, not even the fact
nis'ither our white or colored citi
the Vic Lous NAACP. The only crime
c^bmplacency and apathy towards the
d'estroy our nation.

that in Mssissippi
5pect

^<^
-—{/• -'

\M^
Presidentcc: ir'resiaent; Eisenho'

DeiHtSfbH^t(Mne umintenance^oj feace^ good order and dofnestic tranquility in our Comnitm
.andJo^^?^^m̂ iervaiiOff%iinuV=i^'atf^ f P^^h t <
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—R-SEOR-T COMPILED BY ATffiRICAM ST/ITE3' RIGHTs" ASSN," IKC.,'
,

.
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA ^ V ',

PINAL REPORT ON PRISON POPULATION I!' THIRI^^-T".fO S-T-ATES ^I'JD '

TKE DISTRICT OF COLTTI'BIA.. SOME OTHER STATES REM^ORTED EFT
WITHOUT RACIAL BRE.iKDOWS. THS7,- OF.GOHRSE, A NOT INCLINED.

ALL INFORMATION CONTAOfa
HEREIN IS UNCLASSiFlED f^'^^^^f)

DATE //'/3 -S' 7 RY_j/
" TOTafe-

STATE

TOTiiL NEGRO TOTAL NEGRO PRISON
POPITLA.TION POH^LAT-ION 4>'. PRISON PRISON PC PTJI., \ TION

1950 1950 ITSi:}RO P0PUL.\'TI0N PGPXtL.;TI0N NEGRO

>j9.34Indiana
Micliigan
New Je V s e "4 ,335
New York
Ohio
Pdnn(Co

J

PenniSt

J

7.. 9 46
10,4 98
10,498

791
377

Wisconsin 3,434

Ri:ode Is.
Vermont

,,224

,765
,329
,192
>29
,012
,012
,896
,247
,•575

174,168
442,296
318,565
913,191
513-072
638,485
638.485
13,903

443
28,182

4,4
6,,9

6,6
6«2
.5
„1
.1

,8

,01
.08

6,669
8,742
6,477
18,665
9,948
4,049

• 6,923
442
278

1,909

CalifornialO, 586,223 462,172 4.4 13,395

Kansas
I&sourl
Oklahoma

Colorado
Idaho
Montana
Nevada
-N'.-Bakota-

Oregon'
S.Dakota
Utah

1,905,299 73,158
3,954,653 297,088
2,233,351 145,503

Dis.of Col.
KentuGkj' 2
Maryia-nd 2

.,325,089
588,637
591,024
160,083
-619-,=656-^

.,521,341
652,740
688,862

802,176
,944,806
,343,001

Alabama
Arkansas
Georgia
Florida
Louisiana
Misa»
S.Car,
Texas
V.irginla
N.Car,

'3,061,742
1,909,511
3,444,578
2/771,305
2,683,516
2,178,914,
2,117,027
7,711,194
3,318,680
4,061,929

20,177
1,050
1,232
4,302

..^.-2.57._^

11,529
727

2,729

280,803
201,921
385,972

979,617
426,639
1062,762
603 , 101
882,428
986,494
822,077
977,458
734,211
1047,353

3.8
7.5
6.5

1.5
0.2
0.2
2.7

.08
*01

0|4

3^1o
6|9

16i5

32id
22,3
3§r8

•

2l'.7

32.9.
45..

3

38.8
12.7
22.1
25.8

1,675
4,275
1,881

1,436
271
637
339

^205
1726 5"

4 51
612

4,157
3/385
4 , 607

.

4,440
1,502
6,708
3,893
1,124
1,951
• •••••
7,758
5,720
9,455

1,539
3 , 153
2,631
7,58 5

3,626
1,910
2,580

66
3

165

2,555

404
1,347
430

115
8

15
30
1

5
35

2,908
760

2,756

2,846
692

4,092
1,844

671
1,432-

» • • •

19.0

24.0
31.5
22,8

64.1
46.1
61.0
47.4
59.6,
-^3,4'

.43.4
2,551 33.0
'3,.260 57.0
5,218 <-, 55.2

\lcr^ •>A--

-A«^'f--tr#;5g5
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_^^ \v Natior^l' disgrace.- 'Ifre^lstrict of Columbia'
has more negro C'pnvicts than either La. , Miss . ,lrk» , Ala . ,Pla* , Texas ,

'

.Kentucky or Maryland •,
^ ^ \ '

.

Note tie low incidence of lav; violations among negroes
in the western states, wit ^^- the exception of California.

,
Also

note t/,.e verr sr^all percentage of negro population in those, states,

Another interestinr?- group is Missouri, Kansas and
Oklahoma, The ne re en t age of negro population is considerably hip-her
in the so states ti.;an in the Western states and thie incidence of
lav/ violations anong negroes s::ows a substantial increase.

The pattern seeris to bo: The larger t.e concentration
of negro population the higher the incidence of'crine, Tiiis theory
is further established in the northern and eastern states where the
crime rate percentages have taken another advance. In ti.is group
Californ ia fi ts very well, also.

_ _^

The exception to ti-e pattern is -in t!ie southern states,
Including, th.e District of Columbia, w...ere yjo have t.:o largest
concentration of negro pooulation. In the southern states, in
spite of t..e greater concentration, tLic incidence of crime among

^t:..e negroes is considerably less than in the nort.iern and mid-
jwostern states.

^ Many state officials outside the southern states claim
that the low socio-economic standards of living are responsible
for the hip!: incidence of crime among tlie negroes in their states.

This theory cannot be accepted, if the v/ldely advertised
and generally' accepted reports that tie southern negroes are th.e

poorest in the country and^ the most exploited and abused, are to
be credited. -

'

Experienced soutLern officials and students, with wider
experience on tie subject, point to ti'c- pr esence of segregation as
one of th-e principal contributions to the low- incidence of crime
in the souti-ern state s# Tliese exoerienced soutliern people ::iave

long been aware of t-'-^e well known fact ti:.at the nepro race in our
-c^Gomi^^-y^^^o:© -of4j;e:n--c^on^fu^3 e s.-J114.1:i^^

in the conviction that segregation serves as a res tra int on'jthe^ _;;

-exorcise of t • i^tij;nagiTi^^
—.=-^—=^^

~™'-wo . regret that we were unable to include several states
whose reports did not furnish tlie desired information. Our sincere
thanks to all the states for tlieir ready cooperation* -^'

,

Prom several state officials we learn tlat sucl. a^

'

survey ivas never before been available,- We Liope , th.erefore, that
this contribution will prove of value to students, psychologists,*
socioloi^rlsts - and to law enforcement agencies.-.

Your' -comment will be appreciated. .

'

10/19/54



FBI REPORT EXPOSES THE "'BROTHERHOOD" LIE

FACTS FOR 'BBOTHEEHOQD VEEK'

Ttie following Information on negro crime is taken from the
"Uniform Crime Reports for the united states and its Posses-
sions* issued by the Federal Bureau of investigation, united
states Department of' justice. Vol* XXIff, No- 2^ Annua? Bulle-
tin, 1952» published by the Government printing office and is
a report of all persons arrested for crimes in the 23 2 cities
reporting to the FBI for the year of 1952

murder were negroes
^

.robbery were negroes
aggravated assaul ts were negroes
other a'ssaults were negroes
burglary-breaking or entering were negroes
larceny theft were negroes
auto theft were negr'oes
embezzlement and fraud were negroes
stol en property, boylng, receiving, etc, were

negroes
forgery and counterfeiting were negroes
rape were negroes
prostitution and commercial vice were negroes
other sex offenses were negroes
violation of drug laws were negroes
carry I ng, possessing, etc. weapons were negroes
offense^ against f&jtily and children were ne^

g roes-
viol at ion of Tlqt;or laws were negroes
driving while intoxicate^ were negroes
disorderly conduct were negroes
drunkenness were negroes
vagrancy were negroes
gambling were negroes
suspicion were negroes
all other offenses were negroes

NEGROES OMLY ,10$ OF I^OPUL AtlON
The 1950 census reported that only 1 0« o f the population

of the U.S. are negroes, yet they commit crimes far in excess
of their percentage of the population* is It any wonder that
the "brotherhood* crowd tries- to suppress this information
and stop newspapers from reporting negro crimes or even using
the word "negro* In connect Ion with crime news? The above- facts
make a mockery of the so-called free press. Not one newspaper
In the Country, to our knowledge, carrfed this Information.

jom the National Citizens Protective Association and help
fight the Communi st- In sp I red race-mixing.

write in for free copies of this leaflet. Enclose postage
for mailing. National citizens protective Association, ^isua
So. Grand, St. Louis 18, Mo.

611% arrested for
4U% arrested for
6U« arrested for
no% arrested for
^0% arrested for
3296 arrested for
19$ arrested for
1756 arrested for
34 « arrested^ for

in% arrested for
38^ arrested for
29 J arrested for
2U« arrested for
47$ arrested for
59% arrested for
29% arrested for

452 arrested for
15 « arrested for
35$ arrested for
17« arrested for
22% arrested for
69« arrested for
26$ arrested for
26* arrested for

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFlEp

,

DATF /fW3-» 7 RY sVS'Ci )^ .BSCL0SX3^®



mi cinziim* eomoiLS (ffF Missjtsszppi) : .:

BeBale t:dated December l7g 19^4^ addressed ^^i^^^

Sepur^rrsnty 00pies pf:which were designia ted for your office

m

Snplosed for your informntion are Photostata o^ a
letter dated Deeeiftber S9, 1954, andenolomres, received from .

Bobert 5, Patterson^ 8ecretaru» Oitisene* CounoHs of Mississippi,
WinonQ, Mississippi^, •'•'.•.;"• ' '/

.

Bufile 3 refleet that Channitiig M» Tobias, Mentioned ^i^

correspondent's letter, is the subject of a closed security '

investigation^ Me had been described ss a loyal Anerican ra&t •

had been "taken in" by front organisations because of his vaorfc
aMongst the Begroesm

2%e correspondent's letter has not been ackhotoledged
411 not be necessary for your office to do so*

,

{,

ALL
HERBHIS

^p

'; N^

'
. B^rdman ___:__.

''/J-.-'
-Belmont 'II .

^;.:'-V:Mohf
;

'-%.- • •

VV- ^Parsons: .-
'

"--;'-v''^Rcfeen.
';j-''?'

i

If
! " Sizioft

'
-

'l.^''^^i1^

^-i^^Telc', Room

^;,> T^riolloman' _^____

I'V' ''Ganfiy.' i:-V '' '-
'

.

.:'-/

•/•

^A M^gAfMfi
4 a
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION!^

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF

, Mr. T«mtn
j

Transmit the following Teletype, message to: FBI V/A 0711 |E^*^

FBI .^ISilPHIS 2/9/55 " '^^
^^

EbCTOR, FBI

THii-XITIZ£M3 COUNCILS /OF fflSS./^ IS, !• REURLET TO ASSISTAN^ y -Q^'

ATTORNay Gi-KERAL WILLI Al^i F, TOJdPKIWS, DEC. SEVENTEEN, FIFTYFOm.

REPCET NOW IN PREPARATION. UACB, RACE OF PERS0N3 IKTERVIEVffiD

WILL BE IITOICATED BY IICCTIALS W AND N, AS BELIEVED l^CESSARI TO

PROPER EVALUATION OF' REPORT SINCE INVOLVES WilTE VS. NEQIO

ACTIVITY.

PIPER

END

GAE:PS
(4)
105-121

/-

/

FEB 10 1955

.3^J 7-

I Ml^% Belaoat I

Approved

:

i^
Special Agent in Charge

Sent. Per.

d^^
'<!-

.\

/
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FEDERAL BURE>fiUi OF iNVESTiqATIOl^
^'"^''^

FORM NO. I

TH18 CASB ORIGINATED AT
NEW ORLEANS

RBPOirr MADB AT

IPHIS.

DATE WHEN
MADB

2/16/55

AA

' ' MSSOCIATIOM OPjeiTIZENS GOMOHiiS
(~Gt"MISSlSSIPPlV.-

f.-..;-Wt>w*il*>isswK-*:vt?fci' ,-.,

REPORT MADE BY\ PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE «

'

12/14 27 29/^4;
1/4^12,26,21^241-27^ CJEGRQE A* EVERETT MEN
31ig/l-4,7"9/D!; CHARACTER OP CA88

IMTERNA%SE(

"TOTTJISSEPIMrSYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

First GitlzeHB Council organized 7/ll/5^, Indianola, Mississippi, (iMy.
a3rl€gedly to maintain school ©©gre^tion and prevent -violation if
Integration of races attetaqpted. State AssoeiationoEf Sitizens
Goancils. f orthed 10/12/54, Winona, Mississippi, with 1GB31RT B.
PATTEHSOi.of indianoia Executive Secretary. Local Giaanclis now
functlouixig^ in*25 counties, total membership about 30,©0©, ABSO'cia-

tiDni afftliated with Federation of Associations for ecrastitutional
government, ©r Federation for Censtitutional §©vemment formed
l/Sl, 22/55, Jackson, Mississippi, by groups from 10 southern ,;

states with JOHN W. BAHR of L®uisisaia named temporary chairman. Mem-
bers of Gitizens Oounetls claim intend to use tsnly leigal means--

and no violence to maintain segregation. Biselalm affiliation wlth|

or similarity to Ku KLux iaan. List of officers obtained set out.

-^J^te. objectives include act to oppose voters seekiwg Negrp vote,

discourage. Negro i?egi&iratlon, educate citizens 1;o advantages -of

segregation and dangers of IntegE^tlon, mobilize public ©pinion

and; devise legal means to cope with problems, N© force or

violence reported. Economic pressures allegedly used against some

Negroes opposing segregation. Indication some Nes^oes have re-

moveii names from
pressure./ ^J,^^ ,. ^^ ^^^ ^^^"^ /'''^fy'V^; f'L^Md

I

u.

' lanlm^^.
\

£A Bureau (Registered Mall) (End. ^1-2) (AM)
„ 1 ^ ^., v/ ^ , - '-*(Enol. -6)3 4 lew Orleans "(Registered Pfell
2

-i
Memphis (105-121) jj^clai

DO NOT WRITK IN THB

/a^f.^^J^ff

UfrHB23 1955

iJO

lECORDED - 11

PROPERTY OF FBI—This report is loaned to you by the FBI, and neither it nor its cedents ai

-ri|

toM.
distributed outside the agency to which loaned.



ME # 105-121

TABLE CF CONTEOTS

I. ORI&IN, SCOPE AND ©ENERAL ACTIVITIES OP THE
ORGANIZATION ........

II. OFFICERS - STATE AN© LOCAL

o o a o »

« » • a

Ao State Association of Citizens
Councils of Mississippi • • • • • •

Bo Local eitlseos e©mBcllB @ffleers aBd
Leaders o * o * * « « O O O

» • • •

o » o o

o » e •

« « o

SmMflower Geunty^ LeFlora 0#mnfcy
Hmmphreys' 6@w^ty
l^^tgomery Commty
Lowndes Q^nntj
Washington S@raty * o

Tallahatckle Comnty

« fr « o • « «

«oo«oooooo««e««
o «.«» »oo • • • o «

oooodo«e«o««o
III, STATED AB^ AN© OBJECTIVES o o o « •

eitl^ens Council
Constitution

o o . •

o • «

9»0ooooo««e*.*
ftoofre«o«oo*oo

I?, ACflOMS TAKEN TO IMPLEMENT PRi§RAMS o a o a «

Iffey The People of Mississippi Should T®te
S'or the School Amendment leo. 21st

Facts About the Voter Qualifleation Amend-
ment To Be Voted On In The Seneral Election
of Tuesday, November 2, 1954 . .

Mississippi State Statistics .......
The Citizens Council Educational Program ....
Article from Tri-State Befender .......
By-line of 'Alex Wilson^, 1/8/55

9-11

11 = 14

11
11
12 '

12
13
13

14

14
17

19 - 59

22

32

34
35
46

- 1 -



r
ss-

b6
b7C

ME # 105=121

0RI§IN, SCOPE ANB SENEHAL A0Tr?ITIES OP THE ORGANIZATION
A^

](W). AfcMEafyj^ Indl£tnola^_ Mississippi
1955. that IJEe^flrsT^^advised SA m'ORSE' A. EVERETT on February w.

Citizens Council in Mississippi was organized at Indianola on
July llj, 195^j when numerous people became alarmed over rumors
that sevex^al local Megro families planned to send their child-
ren to the white schools when the schools opened about Septem-
ber 1, 195^* While the fiiodamental purpose was to maintain
segregation in the schools^ he stated, one of the motivating
forces was the knowledge that some responsible citiz^ens should
be present at the various sehoola to take charge if necessary
to see that no- violence, oecurredi; s luce' 'they realized that'
if violence -were to occur c, their cause wQul ji be ipst. This
feeling web -cbmrnunicated to ©thar towns anc understands
councils were formed in many communities^ shortly before the
Bchools opened^ and the councils had representatives at the
schools in order to prevent any violence « le stated that
there were no reports of legroes attempting to enroll in
any of the white schools in Mississippi and consequently
no incidents occurred^

*^ The value of the Citizens GBuncils in the fight to
preserve segregation^ he stated^ was quickly recognized and
councils were formed in many counties of the state after the
school problem was no longer of immediate concern to the /
white people

o

/

A mimeographed open letter^ signed *'PRE^^glMES.o-

member of the B©ard of Supervisors^, Sunflow1e2nciSSty7
Blstrict 1" dated ©ctober 15^ 1954i> and distributed by the
Association of Citizens Councils (of lis.sls:5lppi^)under
the,:same date, discloses that the, state wide Associatiian
was formed October 12, 1954, at a meeting at Winona, Missis-
sippi by representatives of Citizens Councils from 21
countieSoC This letter, together with other mimeographed
material^ was mailed to SA ilOME Ao E¥ERETT under date
of October 2®, 195^^ from the Associations State Headquar-
ters at Winonao) i

r^ Attorney and member of the
MJ$Biss ipj)l atsare Legiaia'^.i^re, who resides at Belzoni, Mis-
sisFIpp^r;^advi8ed SA EVERETT ©n Pebrn:iary-47-"r955 t&at
there are Citizens Councils in aboiest 25 of the State's
82 counties, with a total membership of about 3©, GOO* In
some counties, there are several councils • He believes all

- 2 -
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of the local eoxznclls are now affiliated with the State
Association*, although there was reluctance on the part of
some at the outset to join the Association^ preferring to
stay completely independent. He stated that th^ last
meeting of the Association was held in Jackson^ Mississippi
on January 25 or 26, 1955 ^./ *

1955^ he Haa'"r§grnM"Tr0m
1 further V stated on February 8^

Gitizen s Council of Indianola, that I llittended^a recent ^^'^

fa^StlFg iir-J^retest^n of representatives from^O southern -states^"
at which meeting a group to be kBown as thf^.e.derat 1 on of
Ass0ciatlona for Gonstitutlonal_G@vemment '^was'TormedT'''^^—

^

:

— ' ^-^
j011±I .

^ ' ''

The Association of Citizens eouncils of Mississippi,
hereafter called the Arssociafcion^ joined in the formation
of the Federation of Associations for Constitutional Sovern*

vment^ which is composed of organizations of responsible
people rather than groups which might be in Improper hands,
he said

^

I [
stated that

] [
also told him that while

the Association at this time was not pushing for national
expansion^ t^fets was a very distinct possibility and one
of the Association's ultimate goals*

,
\ ^ ^

. iELjianuaiT 12, 1955 5» Ws
m^

__ Belta, Democrd::t' l*imes/-a'-'daxXy newspaper at
fe-'eenvllle . Mlsgisgippi ^ waJs interviewed by SA |

*
\

n He Informed that his paper has been extremely
lnterigsl;ed in the ©Itizens Councils of- Mississippi and
that:;¥d' had contacted a number of persons concerning this
matter and has gathered a considerable amount of Informa-
tion o He mentioned that as a matt>?f of fact^ during some
of his inquiries^ he eneountergf^EME, Associated JPress^
newsjfeafcjire_repjc>rt:er --from WaBhingtQnr̂ |>o cV , who '^wrot

e

ai~article regarding Citizens Councils whieff appeared in
the Washington Post and Times Herald on Sunday, November
21, 195^* and they Interviewed some of the same persons.

] related that his inquiries ^reflected the Citizens
Councils were organized about 7/5^ at indianola. Missis^
slppl, and ultimately such organizations were formed
in thirty counties in the state, mainly in the Delta f

area* He said, however, there are a few counties nearly
to the Alabama line and 2 or 3 south of Jackson, Mississippi
where Citizens Councils are functioning. He mentioned
there is a Citizens Council at Cleveland, Mississippi,
and one at Leland, Mississippi.
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Accordlrag to[ the headquarters of the Citizens
^^CouBclls is at W1bc\^ JfisBisslgE and the head of the^^organl-
^atlon^ls R©BMT.:B.^ an office in Winona^ ~^' ^
and who operates, a plantation at Indianolao He said that spokes-
men stated the members of the Citizens Comneils planned to use
eeonQmic social^ and political pressure to obtain their ends.

|said that the organization has a legal advisory committee
to prevent eommittlng any illegal acts. He mentioned he learned
there is a $5o©0 annual membershit) fee, which is used mainly for
dissemination of propaganda o I I informed that members of the
Citizens Gomneils strongly disclaim any connection with the
Ku Klux Klano He said as a matter of fact^ some persons Joined
the Citizens Counells-to prevent- tte rising of the 'Km Klux
Klan^^ with the idea that responsible citizens banded together to
take legal action would preveKst a need for the Klan to be re-
activatedo He mentioned that at its inceptiom^ in his opinion,
ther^v^as nothing illegal in the Citizens Councils. He pointed
out that in some instances, members acting as individuals had
used the Citizens Councils for their own ends^ and it is ac-
cordingly difficult to determine whether members are acting
as^ individuals or as representatives of the Citizens Co\xncils.

He pointed out that in most instances^, the Citizens Coun-
cils are not closely enough knit for the members to know exactly

said hewhat is going on in their respective group*
;knjew of no specific violations of law commi'^Pea Dy xne Citizens
Councilo He stated he had received Information concerning sev-
eral instances which border on the illegal^ although he
did not know whether l^iffldMals or Citizens Councils groups
were responsibleo / r

-

(W).
[greenwbod^c,. Mis sis s ippii^

'advised SA EfEEETT oss February 1^
Citizens Council of 6reenwo©d and has

Attorn e;

a f ©;

1^5.
rTOTT"

Of the Cltl.e„^o»2l^of areenwo.. a«a has att'Jdt.1^m
meetingsT'^Iere is ho regular meeting schedule and only call
meetings are held. The primary purpose of the Citizens Council
of ©reenwood is to preserve segregation in the schools* He
stated the leading citizens in the community are officers and
members of that Council and also they are thoroughly loyal
Americans who feel that segregation is desirable and neces-
sary in the South.

The local setup is rather a loose organization i hav-
tng no permanent administrative set-up^ according tc

He stated that at least ninety percent of the membership would
immediately withdraw from the organization if violence in

4 -
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any form were advoeatedo There is no eounectlon^ he stated,
between the Qounotls and the Ku Klux Kla^^ and the Council is
on record as opposing Ku Klux Klan tactics. The main purpose
behind the formation of the e©UBcils<, he stated^ is to raise
money and organize support to combat legally the political
pressures of the MAAeP with regard to segregation.

_^^^^_^^^__^__ further advised SA EVERETT on
February 4^ i^!d':>s tiiat the Citizens Gouncil organization^ is more
of a political organization than anything else and is not
secret. Practieally every move made by the Councils has been
reported in newspapers and is common knowledge* The main
activity to date has ba^B. 1b getting oixt the 'wmte- on the- recent-
ly approved State constitutional amendment relating to -the Mis^
sisslppl school system. The objective of the Association is to
disseminate infoinnation and urge bloc voting among the white
people. Any illegal action is strictly against the policy of
.t||f organization. He stated that every meeting is opened with
a prayer and all members are pledged to defend the Wnited
States. An3r; member who advocates or believes in the overthrow
of the United States ©overnment will be dropped from the group
and immediately reported to the FBI. Known "h©t heads", irres-
ponsible agitators <> criminals 5, and the like, are not eligible
for membership in Citizens Councils^? but membership is open
to any other white citizen.

[
also stated that the Association desires

eventually, to enlarge the organization on a national scope
for the purpose of opposing candidates for office who advocate
radical changes in life for their own selfish political advan-
tage. He said that as a result of the Inited States Supreme
court "s decision in the late l8©©^s, declaring separate but
equal facilities to be legal, the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored people was formed and through political
and other pressures^ finally succeeded in having the Supreme
Court reverse that interpretationo Now, the white people are
organizing to bring the same pressure to bear to get the 1954
decision reversed.

^

1=
also stated that the only Incorporated Citizens

Mlsslsaippi Is the one in Bolivar County. TheCouncil
articles of Incorporation of that Gouncil are filed with the
Secretary of State at Jackson, Mississippi

Ai-
JUn December l4, 195^^ [

Leland, MississippiV advlsea~^SAf
LCw),

taken a ^ v:ery^ji?t lye^ in organizing ja
--that he has

Citizens Council at

5 "
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Leland. He related that durix^g the summer of 1954, he and a number
of other citizens of Leland decided it was advisable to form a
group of persons to aid the State and local officials in maintaiijing
segregation in the public schools by use of all lawful means.

^51

,

[continued that a meeting was held in August,
1954, which was attended by only a very small group of persons. On
that occasion it was decided t© assess $5*0© annual dues to finance
activities of the local Citizens Council, and each person in at^
tendance was urged te recruit four others «[ advised that

liich approximate-a second meeting was held several weeks later, at w.

ly 20© persons were in attendance a Subsequently, a third meeting
was held^ wMch was also well att^nded^ at which a Circuit Court
Judge from South MlssisalimLJLBamB not recalled) spoke on the
subject of segregation o

|
[stated that any and all persons

who favor continuing segregation in the public schools are eligi-
ble and welcome to participate in the meetings of the Citizens
Council at Iceland. He advised that the organization has no perma-
nent officers at the present timeo

b6
b7C

mentioned that the Ku Klux Klan was a
very powerful organization in this community many years agOj, but that
it has not been reactivated and there are absolutely no ties be-
tween that organization and the Citizens Council • He said that he
and many others in this area feel very strongly concerning segre-
gation in the schools, and |they do not plan under any clrcumstan-^
ces to have it ended* le mentioned that the local Citizens Council
had been urging the passing of an amendment permitting abolition
of public schools by the legislature If this step becomes neces-
sary^ which amendment would be brought to public vote on December
21, 195^

a

[

On February 4, 19^5 t \

^
IJwk Attorney and

^
Clarksdale,

MissiasiPRi^ advised SA THOMAS So HOPKINS that he was contacted
approximately 3 months ago fey RiBERT B. PATTERSm. Executive

b6
b7C

Secretary of the Citizens Council, who requested
to organize a Citizens Council in Coahoma and Tunica counties,
but he declined to do sOo

stated that to his knowledge. Citizens
Councils 'have not been organized in Coahoma or Tunica Counties
and nothing further has come to his attention reflecting any
actl%^±ty toward organization in those two counties*

Confidential Informant T*l

b6
b7C

r>^reiiaDiin;y, jf

I
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stated on Pelsruary 2^ 1955^ tMat afeaut October/ 1954, a group of
reputable oitl^eBS 1b the County met at the. West Tallahatchie
e©ui3ty High Seho©! in Webb^ Mississippi^, for the purpose of or-
ganizing a Citizens Gmmoilc It was deeided that the meeting
should be attended by olti^ens of go©d reputation and charac-
ter

j, in order to keep "hot heads"^ and "riff-raff" out of the
groupo Since the first meetings forming the council, there
have been organisational meetings in precincts of the county
at Charieston <, Webb and Phlllppo T© date, there have been no
meetings in the voting precincts of Tutwiler, Yance, Sumner,
and Brazil"Stover o According to f«1, the primary purpose of
the Citizens Sipuncil is to bring economic pressure on any
individual^ either colored or white^ who' advocates abolition
of segregatierso T-1 stated that no action has been taken against
any person in TallahatcMa Sirdnty hj t'ke Gltizens 0©Tmeil, as
far as he knows o

to Februars^ 7^ 1955
SA 10PKINS that the Citizens
Panola County^

m^ T-'iT-2
Inspector
Patrolman

a following individuals advised
4±1b had not been organized in

@f known reliability
"\^ Mississippi Highway Patrol

tw)^ Misp-
BHeriff

all or Batesviiia^ Mississippi

5 Beputy Sheriff

On February 8.

and

ppFjVp Town Marshal^ both Sardis, Mississippi

1555 Sheriff LilfD PARMEIR (W)^ Water
^¥alley^ and| I (W) Merchant;* of Coffeeville,
Mississippi, advised SA lOPKIMS that no Gitizens G^ouhcll has
been organized in Yalobusha e0anty^ and no activity toward
formation of such a Gtuncll has been noted.

©n February 8 o 1955^ Sheriff J0M Ho KIMBRO (W)^ Beputy
Sheriffr |

(W)^ and T-4, of known reliability^ all
Marks, Mississippi, advised SA H©PKINS they were not aware
of any 'activity toward organizing a Citizens Council in
Quitman eountyo

@n February 8, 1955^ Ho Bo GARaiLE^ Sheriff and
farm owner (WK Tunica., Mississippi, advised SA J©1N BAHIEL
Sl^LIYAH that several months ago a meeting was held by lead-
ing citizens in Tunica, at which time it was decided, in

- 7
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view of the a'bseBcse of any agltatloH siraong the white and Negro
people in the oetinty, that it was not desispable to organize
a Citizens ©©uncsil in Tunica County.

,fWoolf ana w©o£r> a cuain-
In Clarksdale, Tunica^ Mississipgi,
advised SA SIIi'lVAN ©ri February

~

or laegro ruBerai tiomes having offices
ai5d Memphis,, Tennessee,

_

h 19555 tkat he is' a national
officer of the Negro Shriners, a 33rd ©egree mson and a Past
Master of the Negro JEisonie Lodge/ Tmiilca, Mlsslsslppio
He stated that on the first Thursday of each month, approxi-
mately 100 Negro M&.sons meet at W©©lf ^s Fimeral l©me in Tuni-
ca, and none of these persons feave-meirtioied to .him any
activity on the part of gitizens Oamnells in Coahoma or..

"'

Tunica C©tintlaSo

b6
b7C

(3©n'fidential Informant f -5 .,C^) ^^ mnknown reliabili-
ty, advised that he was not aware 0f any ©itlzens Council
activity in Tmnica gon^^tyo

'

©n Peteraary J, 1955^
|

|
Identification

©fflcer, ©larksdale<> Mjsisslppi F©iice separmnent, (W), ad-
vised SA SBLLI?AM he was posltiTe that the Sltizrens Qouncil is
not active In ©oahotna iommtyo He stated that if this organiza-
tion^were present, he is certali)] fee would know abomt ito

eonfldential Informant T-6 (m) of unknown reliability,
advised on February 6^ 1955i) ht is positive that the ©itiz^ns
founeil is not active in goahoma or Tunica e^untieso

.''
.

'.

.

-=> €©nfidential Informant T-7 (W) of known reliaMllty,
advised SA HiPKllS on February 1^ 1955, that there has been
no activity on the part of the 01tizens Gouneil toward organiz-
ing in Tunica County,

©n February 8^.1955 [

ZRw)" and on February
Glarksdale,

b6
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(W), andT
,

9s 1955i> r "
^ I PJi) Glar^eult Court Clerk,

advised SA HOPKINS they had no knowledge concerning the formation
of a Citizens Camncil in Coahoma County and had no information
to indicate any Council activitieso

©n the dates indicated^ the following individuals a.dH

vised SA SAM !• ALLEN^ JRo^ that no ©Itlzens Councils had been
formed in the Counties in which they resides

b6
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Sheriff BEW iLY, If^fmfriYllleg Mississippi^ Janimry 27^ 1955
^ l-Booiievliie/'^^janmary 27^ 1955
"ED ALLEN^ Chief of Pedice/ G©riBth^ Mississippi^ January 27, 1955
BOBBY LIBBON^ Sheriff^ Gm^lmth^ JaBtiarjr 27, 1955
Sheriff MITCHELL &RISS0S<, Tupelo^^ lisslssippl^ January 26, 1955
0hief of Police R®EET Tupelo^ Mississippi^ January 25, 1955

b6
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Sheriff WKJVCm TO^m, vantrnta^.. m^R^is^nipi^i . January 26, 1955
luka^ Mississippi, January 25, 1955-

Sheriff Wo To BEITM^ Imka
Imka, January 25^ 1955

January 25, 1955
Sheriff hmmn MM^^M^In New hl}>B.w, Mississippi, January 2©,

J
lew Albany^ Janmary 2®, 1955

1955

SDerltT rTfm- WAf^^^S ,- Rlr.V^Yn ^lisiBBlppi^ Feferaary 2, 1955
'Miplay, February 2, 1955

J
Klpley, Fel&ruary 2 , 1955

V £^' Ja^nuaCT 4^ 1§55^ .-the' Memphis ®ffice .:recei¥ed from
^ISMiS., -Mississippi, through the malls,
PERSON ^of the Assoeiation, dated Beeem-r

b6
b7C

a iet^^er rrom RC
"ber 31, 1954, enclosing a map of the State of MlBSissippi, reflecting
25 counties in which eitizens Souncils were organized <> The
Counties shown are as follows s

0^^ \^ K) Tate, ^Bolivar, Washington,^- Sunflower, Tallahatchie
*y* Ki Leflore,^^ Humphreys,^ ffrenada/^ Carroll^ fA Montgomery^

i f/1 Attala, 1^ WlJistoB^ ^ Lowndes ^ f40H©xubee, rio Neshoba^r^* Leake,
hi <J Scott, ivio |^dison,f^o Holmes, ^oYa,zo§)r^ j^i? Sharkey, r(^ Adams

fj6
e'§piah,^io Lincoln, rjoWalthall^

IIo

f& o

0PPIGERS - STATE AMD Li©AL

State Association of Citizens Councils of Mississippi

andj identified ahoveo all ad-
vised S& EfERETT when originally lut^ervlewed that ROBERT B* PATTER-

Executive Secretary, is the only Stat e ©ffleer whose identi-
andC ] statedty has been publicly disclosed*

the reason for not announcing the names of other State Officers
is to protect them from attacks by irrespoissible elements^ They
stated they do not know the identities of all the Association
officers and that they do not believe they should furnish a
partial list but that a complete list could be obtained by con-
tacting PATTERS©Ho

©n June 15, IQSil /in. o.nnne^t^^'i f^n itfi th -fnvpy^ti crfi±^ nn concern-
ing another matter.

t: V - -^L .•,,,.

Storekeeper,

- 9
/^M ,C s
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advised SA EVERETT that
lolly RMm, Is nm^^f^v!

(BERT Bo PATTER"^
€ thQ Salpts

PATTER-^

ME # 105-121

Holly Rldge^ Missieslppi^
SON^. Post Office Bwx 1®6,
Rest Plantation which Is ow:oed byf
S©N fie'stlfed'had written 'gevei^al iet/Gers t© newspltpers and
periodicals expressing a stx^ong sentiment in favor of segregation"
of the races o le advised that PATTEiSON Is opposed to the present-
efforts towards integration In the. Southc He cfearacterlsed PATTER^
SON as a fine^ honestp stralghtforvmrd man who would have no
dealings with any person or organization which migb.t have as
its purpose BubversioB of the Wnited States §®vernment o

In the
Mississipplp advised M IfERETT @n Jmiie ^^5.9

Holly Ridge

^

1954:, that PAfTERSON
is a thoroughly loyal AmejiPioau:^ who believes in aqiiality but seg-
regation of the races* le stated that PAfT'ERSON employs Negro
labor on the farm eve^^ day and deals with legroes' -constantly and
has never been- known to mistreat osieo but PATTEIS®! strongly
feels that elimlnatlOB cf negi^egatlt^ii womld be 'bad for the"
South arid he feels he should make hlE views imowno He stated that
when PA^ERSON first '-started writing .articles concerning his
belief Sj, he. notified the EBi of Ms activities j- 'feeling that
sooner or later someone would report him for Investigation.

ladvised that FATTERSQI is a graduate of Missis-
sippi State College^ wfeez^e he was (Japtaiia of the football
team^ was a. Major ir^ the 82nd Airborne llvision of the waited
States Army^ and served as Pz^ovost Ife^r^-^hal of Berlin during
part of the' occupation of germanyr^ after World War IIo

] stated that PATTI ma.de no effort to conceal
his activities and his vieWrS since he is thoroughly open and above-
board and ;is"in no way ant1-Americano

T#wn {fersfeal^ l£inonag Mississippi^ ad
vised SA^^'ETEBJBS^T' on February 3^ 1955^ *hat €He"^nly employee
in the .Association's office in addition to PATTERSON is

| |

widow of a former local attorney and State Legis-
lato^^ wffo is PATTERSON «S Secretary o The. Association's office-^

is on the" second floor of the Telephone Building in Winonao"7^' t.-^

1955.

further advised SA EfERETT on February 4,,

'that the Association is controled by an Executive Committee
composed of one representative frcsm each of the severSL districts
in the State o The only persons connected with the local Councils
or the State Association who are paid employees are PATTERSON
and his secretary at Winona

o

10 ~
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'^,
a-a^'F^bT^mrv 8. IQS^.. ..-fiirtbey^ advised SA EVERETT

that; he has beer^ told by|
|
^^liat the State Association '

is composed of two Directors Trom each part i«3lpating countyo
From those Bireetors^ an Executive G©mmittee has heer^ or will
be selected*, m\e from each District of the Stateo The method of
districting the State has not been decided upon bmt it is probable
that the Districts will embrace counties in a line from the
east, to west borders of the State*, N© chairman of the Executive
Gommittee has been elected to date*

Bo L^eal Cltlzene CO'onclls Officers And Leaders V^ I'

/^EYERETT by
The following names and information wex^e fi^'r^iahed to SA

[
^©n February/ 8^ 19553

Sunflower gomnty^ •Mississippi

IndianOla -

Ruleville -

Sunflower -

'^ ^^'

Chairman

.

Z)?^^^

Leflore County^ Mississippi

greenwood •-

J_
1 Shairman

V^TT-

' Itta Bena - Cha.lxwi.n.

The Tollowlng names and InfonjiafclGn were furnished SA
EVEB.ETT by

| |
Qn February 1^ 1955K

\

^temporary ©hairman^ attended State Association
meeiDing i/^«a/55^ "Jackson^ Mississippi -,

c

J^
1 Finance Officer

The following names and Information were furnished SA
EVERETT on 2/4/55 by

BelZOnlj, MIssffllwRlnr)

Humphreys County

i

Chairman
i,

- 11 -
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5 (Bel2;orji5 c©nt)
I
Legal Committee

Membership 0omailttee P

r^j7

I.

[stated there are' about 50© raembere in Humphreys
County^ '^iiere bBing separate Gotancils 1x3 Belzonl^ L©mlse^ and'Isola,
He does mot know the officers of the Louise and Isola Councils. He
stated political office holders a^d candidates are not^ eligi-
ble to "be Council officers- «, therefore

! ]
^^

candidate fori \ B.nd \ |a eandiaate ror reelecta ion
for thet ] Brast reslgH ttielr offices.

', of the reiiowiMgs
on PelDruary 3, 1935.9 advised SA E?ERETT

^'
Mil

*r

.4 ^} iWinona «

V

^Bt^m^T^Smnt;^j^_MbsIsbippi

Sfeairmari"7^

The following inf ormation^, was otetateed by SA^KILlE Mo/MgPHAIL
on January 4/ 1955^ fy."0!n

| |

golmmbus^
Mississippi I

-

^
"

.

'

.
-

-^^'^""

Lowndes- C^^^ n^/z^</

©hairman. ]

Bistrlct Officers

BEAT # 1

BEAT # 2

JL
Galedoula

}^olumbias.^!-p

Tor Lee High "School
for Junior High School
for Franklin Institute
for Stokes-Beard School
for Bemenstration School
lir Barr®w School

for Mississippi State ©ollege for\Women

\

BEAT # 3
^ -^-^

\/

Steens' /

'

, Rural'' Hill

] for New lope

] TriKitsr,

erawford

12
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BEAT # 5
— ^

'
^

1 '
.

)'

\

\i ' <-

I
Artesia y7w V

Prairie

All of the abG¥e named m©B are highly respected and prosperous
white businessmen of Lowndes Q@unt-r., Mississippi oP I having
been naat President of I

^r thef
r

aDCf active Gm^i^ajn memoer or" SDXumbmSc

.
a vez:^ ipromlneist iiasmranee man's

\mf QBlumhixB;
\ [

former President
[tovm^T Fresldent of the <^

^Attorney

stated that there are mo dues as'sessed
against tiie memtoersMip of the ^>TgB.n±>i.u,tlm^o le stated voluntary
ocmtrlhutloms are 'acaepted aisd are mse4 t# defray tke expei^se of
publicity for the orgaBlssatiaiio 1@ ^aid they have no desire to
keep their member.sklp In a C0iifldei^tlal statmSo

The. list gf LgwMes-'. eoiinti^goTOll ^ 3 offleers appeared "" in the ^^
©ctober 28^0 If5^ iSsme of the"''' ©©tamercial . lispatcTri^'^Oolmmbms^ Mis-- b7c
sisslppi newspaper o In the same article .> it was indicated that
the e@mncll was' farmed on the night of Qetober 2J^ 1954^ atyGolumbus,
Mississippi o Making addresses at the meeting were Mfl^T^^^LL,
former Jurist and prominent Somtfe^ lissi^Biippt .Attorney/ 'and
R©BERT Bo PATTIES©N^""Executive Secretary"''of ^tSe' AsBOciati on

o

V"

The following was obtained by SA
y#n January -12^ 1955

2

Washington Count]

from[ ]

Leland , Mississippi f-

f

^ '

further advised that

President
an offibial

anq
in the -'G-cMnQ-ML-v

©f Eeland have b#th been aci^ive participant;s

/^'

S
'

The following list was fmrnisfeed by Confidential Informant .
j^g

T-1 on February- 2, 19558
"

b7c

Tallahatchie gountyj Mississippi

eharleston-
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/- /

jz

PreclBct Qfficers

Tutwller

SmmeT

Webb

Qleisdora

Webb

b6
b7C

/

«JL» fiSa aU o STATED AIM ANl ' 0BJl€TIirES

ffurther^ ad^vlsei SA EyEB.EfT ob February '8-c b6
1b7C

I
a c'opj or romgfa arart 'Dmt^ reels- %'imx IIQSJ

would fiarnisfe one tf- contacted directly
Bo MTTESS©Hv

^
^
stated tfee consti-

tution does not coBtain any statement oonoWFrnTxts objectives other
thaB those which have been publicly aisBOurscedo le furnished a
prlDted sheet setting out committeas to be formed in S©ui3Cils
ar3d reflecting the duties of each -'committee <> le stated that
these represent all of the aims'aBd objectives covered by the
o©rsstltutloi5o TMe is set forth as follows s

"0®MMITTEESj
''CITIZENS

. e©OTOIL

^^lo Political aM Elections CJommittee - Screen all candidates
in local and state elections against those who might be seeking
the negro vote*, If necessary^ organize a white private election^
within our gr©up^ t® combat the negro bloc vote (as our old white
primary) o Biscourage;negro registratlOB by every legal means,

"2o Information and Education ©©mmittee - Gather information
pertaSlng "to "'segr"e^t'ion' 'friSTaTl over our nation « Seek facts
to present to ©ur peopleo Educate all citizens^, black and white,
to the advantages of segregation and the dangers of integration <, Han-
dle press^ radio and speakers « Coordinates with other similar organi-
zations <>
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"SoMembex^sMp and Flr^arice Sommittee - Seeks white patriofcie voters
for memberahlpT^W^ms-F'mSilliKe"^^ ic opinion

o

"4* Legal AdTiBory^ G©'gnMit_tee =- ABblcipates. moves >y. agitators and
deviiesTega'l mean's 'for imjodllBg'any pr*©Mem tfeafe may arise o' Pro-
vides legal eounMJ. for all M^mfe<itrSo

"We will be in a position to support any national erganizatlon that
we feel sanctions omr ideals o If all eighty-^two counties in Miss-
issippi and the S@uth were ta ©rganisse^ as we are doings what would
om^ j)OSBibilitles' toe?

'*

* Q '^-I_^^^^^^^_^^_^^
furktieip-aivised SA EfEKEUf on February

h^g Zhut tfee Asso©iati@a aRd local €@iiB5icil te.ave n© by-laws.
He believes the only pla©9 a &Q-pj of tfee coBstltiattion ean be
obtalxied' is froiiii PATTERSa^.

The fbllowijog mimeographed pamphlet captioaeeis "lEIS B1M.EPIN
# 5» January 27 o 1Q56 " mailed by the Association oh February g„

1955p to[ luimsj Mississippi, and furnished byT
to the MemphliS tJlTifre on February 7^ 1955> reports principally on
the formation of the Federation for e-institutional governments

''MEWS bii.l:etin Wo 5
January 27^ 1955

•^"©ur Statewide aonfereBC^_qf^.,fcfee ^G?B??ir^^
oils was held in Jackian January' 26 in the Yiatory^^loom^at'the'^"-
feTdelteergo Over 4®© men frcM all ©ver^OMr state were presents

''Judge T©m P^^Brady of Br^Miaveii gave the invocation follow- '

ed by tdentiflcatf©n of ""the' various counties o

r

'^'The M^Mo Fred Jones of' Inverness was asked to report on a \
Southwide e^nference with represeiotatives from ten states
that had been held in JacksoB- on January 21 and 22 « Mr* y
Jtnes reported that Texas^, L©uisiana^ Arkansas^ Tennessee^, \
Alabama^ ©eorgia^ Florida^ S®uth Sarslina^ Tirginia^ and
MlsslsBlppii, all had fine delegations there « The group re-
solved t© form an orga^nisation called "Federation for Consti«
tBfelonal„lavemment*"'o The idea was to create a coordinating
agency to work with .the various state ox^ganizations in pre-
serving constitutional ©©vemment whieh^ ©f course. Includes
StatecS^ Rights o The Temporary Ghalrman i^B ^S^mJ^^a^rTs the ' --

old States" Right er from Louisiana. p. An executive eommit¥ee
was appointed to assist Mro larr in carrying out the aims of
the organization o It is most inspirational to know that our

- 15
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'"sister states are starsdirsg with us at a time when our State
S©verelg:nty is beiBg so dlrely threatenedo Ybw will be hearing

< ^ more about tJais group

c

Many f±ne\;j|)eaker£_were heard following iPo Jobbb" report^
including Shaker "of the Mlss^fIppi IfMBe of Representatives,
MTo <Walt e:r

)
^lller

s

of ^R©sedale» Mr^ Sillers emphasized the need
for organization in. mobITfUH^' "and, concert Ing public opinion
against the forees ®f evil which'are attempting to destroy us^

The gr©mp decided to increase the State Association Temporary
Execitativa @#mmittee to nlme man^o ^:oe from, eacfe of the f©Hewing
comntiess Islmes^ Leake <, Leflore., ^Ife^tgitae^^ ioxubee^ Sunflower,
Lincolnc, Tate^,- and Amlteo fheee men waipe elected unanimously^

^'fhe hearfe and minds of those present were of one accord^, that
iB^^ to preserve tur way sf life and oiir white heritage of sixty
centuries*

"We believe the sentiments of the gi'^oup there repx*esented those
of at least 95J& ©f the white papisilatic^n ii:^ o'^ir- State<»

"Bifferent- speakers brought out the Beed for the various re-
ligious groups" -to take' a etand ob the segregation issue on a
local level-

6

^"Another poli^t brought ou% was the necessity of seeing that
our children are not taught leffe-wing prepagaBda^'and the re-
sponsibility of the variouis comity groups In interesting our
young people in the great problem which 'w^e .face today*

^Ifhat we must do now is for each county to go back and com-
plete the organization of their local groups and then assist
adjoining unorganized counties t© setup th^ orgaBizatlon* In
this way^ in a few months we could complete- the ; organization
of our Btate so that we might stand united against the assault
that will be thrust against ms in the nea.r future* We always
welcome suggestions and recommeBdations from our ^local groups*
They should be submitted either to one of our Exebutive
mittee or to the State Office* " \

The remainder of this bulletin reflects the comparison
of venereal disease rates and illegitimate birth rates ?^b\1953
in several southern states between white axid Negro residents

o

Also printed on this bulletin is a quotation of the leclaration
of Independence

o

- - 16 -
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Subsequent to the above interview with
dated February 9^1955^

by letter
I
mailed to SA EVKRE^H* wo copies of the

Constitution and By-Laws or t^jae iBdian-ola Clti2;eBS Council^ which
he obtairsed from an undisalosed source o Ee advised that it was not
the constitution

!

~| was for the Association * The
mimeographed documenr. is qucGea as r©llowss

"oOONSTITUTICifl

" lo NAME

The raame of this orgaBis:;a.tlOB is the adianola Citizeris .

Cemncilo >

'

"II. OBJECT

The Indianola CJitl^ens Council is dedicated to the mainten-
ance of peace^ good order, and dom^estie t:^anqullllty in our com-
munity, and In oTar state^, and to the preservation of our states
rights

o

''III .MSmERSHIP

The, membe?r^ship of this coiubcII sMalj. consist of patriotic,
white male citirsenSo

"'IF GPFieEHS

The offieerB of this orgarJ.7.atloD Bhall aonslet of the
Chairma^n, Vice Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, and Executive
Committeeo

(1) The Chairman, Vice Chairman, Secretary, and the Treasurer
shall hold their office for one year from the date of the
election, or until successors have been chosen

a

(2) The executive committee shall consist of 12 men in addi-
tion to the officers above namedo ©ne third of the Executive
Committee shall be elected annually*

'¥ PITIES (F THE OFFICERS

(1) The Chairman shall preside at all meetings of the or-
ganization, can call special meetings of the membership, and
serve as chairman of the Executive Committee, and ex™officlo
member of all committees*

17 "
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^* (2) The Vice-ChalrmaB shall serve as a Tn,ember of ' the Execu-
tive Committee^ and serve as Ghalrmari! In Ms absence'o'

(3) The Secr'eta.ry shall keep the records avA serve on the
Executive Committee o Ble shBll also notify the membership of
meetings

o

The Treasurer shall collect ar^d recelye the funds of
the' organlz'atiori,9 .ar.id disburse them on approval of the Chair-
man o All- disbursement shall be made by checko The Treasurer is
a m,ember of the Executive Go^mpltteeo' The Treasurer shall submit
an anni'ial report to the membership o The fis.eal year shall end
August 31 o

(5) The. Executive Q^mEiittea shall determine and-comtrol the.
policies^ and eonduot the affairs of the orgaiiiiizatlono

^'¥1 EXPILSICMJ m MEMBERS

Members may be expelled fox^ cause^, upon -recommendation of
the Executive Cemja'dttee;, ar^d approval of a majoril^y of the mem-r

bershipo

^'¥11 -MEETMSS

(1) The anxmal meeting shall be held on the fourth Tuesday
of September of each year^ for the purpose of electing officers^,
and' any other busb^sesSo

(2-) A semi-amiual busirness meeting g'^hall be held on "the

fourth Tuesday of 'K&reho

The Chaii^an may call a special meeting of the member-
ship at any time he may deem it necessarj?^

¥111 'AMENBESOTS
'

"

-
.

The Constitution may be amended, or changed by a two-thirds
vote of the membership at any annual. or semi-annual meeting*

''BY»LA¥S

^^1 " All meetings shall be called by the Chairman and Secre-
tary^ to be held at such place and time as they may designate*

"^2 » The anrmal dues "'shall be $5o©0 per yearo

'^3 "- The following -Committees will' be appointed- by the Chairman

- 18-
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^^wlth the appr-oval of the E:J^eeiifci'^"63mmittee2

'"A » Political and Election Gaimittee
^'B » Information and Education 'Ooramittee .

"C " Membership and Firance Gommlttee •
. .

"D - Legal Advisory G^iiiinittee

"The number of members on eaefe Committee shall' be at the dis-
cretion -of the- ehairmano

"4 « Memberehip in the orgai^ii^atioi^ shall be by application
to the secretary^ cm recommendation of the MemberBhip Com-
mittee a^t apprc^val of tke lixeeutive e^^iMltteeo

"5 " These By-LawB may l^e Em@Bdecl fey -a majority vote at any
annua].^ seml-auBmal or ealled Mt3afci:ng xm five days 'M^\x^%^ "

/

r?o AGTIOIS TAKEN TO IMFI^EMEW - PR©iRAFIS

The following .printed material was recei¥ed through' the
mails by SA EfERETT in envelopes postmarked '^Hcslly Kidge^^ or
Winona^ Mls'slssippi^- subsequent 'to a letter from PATTMSQN^to
SA EfEREPT enclosing similar artlales prior to the organisation
of the First Gltizens ^O'cmcll wherewith he fur^rslshed similar mar
terialo The dates indicated the. date the material was receiveds

^^ietober 18/ 1-954

"There are those who say ^^ Segregation is immoral^ unchristian^
and MnAmerican"o The ^§reat Emai^clpator'^ himself believed in se-
gregation *»

*'Abraham Lincoln -said in a speech at Springfield^ Illinois., on
June- 26/ 18572 ^I think the authors of the .Declaration, of
Independence intended t© include all men^ but they did -not

intend- t© declare all men equal in all respects »'

"Abraham Lincoln said in a speech 'at ©ttawa, Illinois ^ on August
21 J 1858^, '^I have no purpose to introduce political and social
equality between the white and the black races o There is- a
physical difference between the two^ which in t^ Judgement
will probably forever forbid their living together upon the footing
of perfect equalityi and inasmuch as it becomes a necessity that.
there must b-e a differencei," I am in favor of the race to
which I belong having the superior positioned

- 19 -
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" -Abraham LirscolB- said in a speech at 'Charleston^ Illinois, -on
September 18^, 1858<, ^I"am i^ot r^or ever have' been Ib favor of makir^g
voters or Jurors of legroes^' n@r of c^iiallfylsg them to hold- office^'

"Abraham' LiBC©Id saiS on Srslj TJ ^ iSgi In a speech at Springfield;,,
IlliDOis^ '^¥hat I wt^mld most desire- weuld be the separation of the.
white and black races"*

"lB"l8625 actlBg on the smggestlon of PreaiteBt Lincoln^ who wanted
to send the Negroes out of the Isiited Statee^, eoBgress appropriated
$600^ O®0' for this purpose « The first ship load was 'sent to lie
de'Tache In Haiti o The colo^jy ^o§m fa:ilefi^ and • LiBCf^Lsn hai to send
another ahip to b.rlBg back survlTorBo

"Seorge Washington^ ^fhe father of our comBtry^ waa a slaveowner. .

'*The great Supreme -gdimi^te of Judges j,
p:ffior to the ^Mew Beal' de-

clared segregatloB censtltiLttloioala Mere all these great patriots
unamerlcan^ immoral^ aBd. uiiJioteistlaB?

^^Benjamln Disraeli^ "Britain 'b grea.t Prim.e M.i:!]lster sald^ ^10 man will
treat with-lndifference the prlBcipal of race* It Is the key of
hietoryo ^

"The following are Bible verses i^:apporting sepai^ation of the
races

g

'^©enesls 1«

"<f 11^ Ant Sod said. Let the earth bring forth grass> the herb
yielding seed, and the fnilt tree yielding fruit after
his kind, whose seed is in itself^ upon the earthj and
it was aoo

",#24c And ©od saidi, Let the earth bring forth the living creature
^"" after his klnd^ cattle^ and creeping things, and beasts'

of the earth after his kind; and it was- so«

25 o And ©od made the beast of the earth after his kind^, and
cattle after their kind, and everything that creepeth upon
the earth after his kind; and Sod saw that it was good* "

if (

"©enesls 6»

"» 19o And of every living thing of all flesh two of every sort
Shalt thou bring into the ark, to keep them alive with thee;
they shall be male and female

o

- 20 - :-
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"

"

' .

^"^ 2©o Of fowls after tMelr'kind^ and of aattle after their kind
of every creeping. ttoilDg of the earth after hlsklBd^ two of
every sort shall come- unto thee^ to keep tfeem-aliveo ^

"tenests 7o .
. • .

"' 14 o They^and every -feeast after hlg^ kind and all the cattle after
their kind and every creeping thing that areepeth upon the
earth after his klnd<, and every fowl after his kind*, every
bird of every sorto «

•

^^Mumfeers 360

^"^ 5o And" Moses comman(died tfe.a ehildx^sB of Israel aceordlng t© the-
word of the L©rd^ sayiiag<> the trltoe of the sons of-' Joseph'
hatfe said wello ^

^ 60 This is the thing which the LbWi doth command -concerning the
damghters of Zelophehad isaying/ L'et them marx^y t© whom they
think."best ^ only to -the family of the tribe of their father
shall they marry »

^

"Jeremiah 13o

"» 23o Can the Ethiopians Ls skiB<, or the leopard his spots? *

*\ _ Are we- t® deBtroy the ancieit landmarks' of our ancestors be-
cause the (Sammunists aBd left-wiiiigers hate segregation?
Maybe the Communists know that "^Integration'^*' will create a
cancer of racial friction that will gnaw constantly at our
national mnltyo

•' @iH? nation -was bmllt on the inequality -of man o Our founding
fathers wrested this land from the Indian who- wasn^t equal to

the task' of holding' it o ©ur ancestors developed our country by each
man rising t© whatever height his capability^courage, aptitude and
Dame#©rtune allowed hinio For two hundred years -of war^ pestilence^
and- depression our segregated armies and socl^ies have held and
strenghtened our' nation o Are we now to experiment with the same old
question that tore our nation' apart in I865 at a time when the
G@mmmnists may be crouching .t® spring at our throats? *^

"December 3c^ 195^

''WEY SEQmS THE AMENBMEMT TO. ABOLISH
PlBLia SeiOGLS TO PBEfElW _ INTEGRATI0N BE PASSE®

'^There^ is a chance that thr®ugh lack ©f understanding and interest

21
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*
• '

'^on" fcRe^parfc of the people of MissiBSlppl this amendmeBt might fall
to pasSo TMj_ajEaBdgieg Bot alollsh o'ar^. sehoolSo In fact its-
s#le iDtentiGB ^Ti"¥o^aie our "scliODls o

"'

"We believe tfeat tfee immeilate effeet of eriforced integration in
the public schools of Mississippi wouli bripg disaster to both
raceso The differences in folkways between the two races are too
great o The Mississippi public will iraot support with their taxation
integrated' schools nor will they allow their children:! to attend
thertio The Mississippi Legislature will not make appropriations to
carry them orso In other words^ if compliance to the Supreme Court
decision is attempted the ¥o So Supreme C^mrt itself will have
abolished our public ^afeools' in llssisslppio

"Since the immediate effect "of e.^if©reed iir&egration would mean death
to- our public schools^ we endorse the proposed ameBdment to the con-
stitution of -the -State of Mississippi which ¥©uld give t>o the
State -Legislature or to indi¥idual eommuBitiegi the right te an
alternative in setting up private schools as a last, resort io

¥e believe that this may ward eff attempted integration in the
first place and give one last' remedy ,,3fef' the Federal Cravernment
tries "to -force' 'compliarice with the " Supreme Court decision

«

"We pledge' 0T[^irBelves to support the proposed amendment in our re-
spective communities arM to use every other m,ean3 in a local level
to bring about understanding a^ir^d cooperation between the races to
the end that we -may Jrmve ToIuBtsi^f acceptan^^e of separate schools
©f separate schof^ls for b@th

""It is the duty of ^ every group^ a^^ganization^ aid individual in
Mississippi who has the interest of the children of- his State at
heart' "t'o "See that this amendment is passedo'

"^•^This should be copied and widely distributed by your Citizens
V/OUnCXX o o o o e o e

"WHT THE PE©PLE OF MISSISSIPPI SH®iia TOTE F®R THE SCH®©L AMEND-
MENT BEgo 21ST

"lo It does not abolish schools o It Is offered for the sole purpose
of saving our schools and keeping white schools white and Negro
schools Negro

o

'^2o It will show our opposition that the. people of Mississippi are
not' go'lng to be integrated' and will ^ stand united 'in 'this crisis^

"3* It makes possible a plan for state supported private schools
for the average citizen of Mississippi who would be unable to

- 22 « —
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"provide for ,Ms cMldrens" education otherwise o

"4; 'Oar sisteF states #f S^mtii Sarolina^' LaHisiaisa^ a^d §e@rgla feave
passed similar amemdmeKtSj showi'ag the peoples^ determlBatiori to.

educate their owb childreru

'*5<> Who would you rather trust yon^r school system to? Yotir own
elected Mississippi Legislature oi^ the politically appointed

.¥. Sc Supreme Court In Washington?

"60 Here'^s the starting line-up on this amendment o Head it care-
fully before you decide which side you are on^

Mississippi Senate - 46 - 3

Mississippi lomse of Hepre--
sentatIves II6 to 24

Mississippi Education Asiso-
elation

©©Irernor'- Imgh' White
Lt

o'

' §©verBor eAll§LL GARTIN
Speaker- WALTER SILLERS
'Ses^ator' JIM EASTLAM®
Senator J®M STEMMIS
Attorney General Jo ?• GQLEMAM
Pormei?" tavernor PIELIII® W1I@1I?
TOM ABEHHEfK
JAMIE WHIfTEN'
J©M BELL WILLIAMS
BILL CARPENTER
AITHM WINSTEA©

i&AIIST

Repo J«^L BLASS ®f Stor^e gouBty

Senator iS-eorge Owen of Pontotoc'

1©®BIM@ CAlTEl, Editor of Washing-
toB CouBty*

le was silao against raising voter
quallf icati0BiBa le has championed
Irater-racial baseball In ©reeavillei
©ctober Ist^ .1954^ Memphis Press-
Seimitar qmotes^ as follwS:) '^Tfee

Supreme rt^i mandate for mnsegre-
g;srfeiJ€,pmblie BeSi^^sd^ can he'
achieved in the South only by a
gradual approach « ^Heddlng Carter

Northern A* Po of L* Leaders
Mortherin €0 I. ©o leaders <, The 010
contributed $75^ ©0© to the NAACP
this year

a

'^These facts might be reproduced a^d mailed to every registered voter
in every county 1b Mississippi^ The various Civic Clubs and patriotic
organizations could present them at their meetings <.

"

^o Q.

"MISSISSIPPI'S SSliSL PH0SRAM
"'Twenty-Three- Questions and ' Answers''^

Will the amendment^ if adopted^ abolish public schools in
Mississippi*

- 23 -
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_

" A» HOo Tfee voters are Bot asked to vote' Becember 21st on the
abolition of the publio schoolBo So tar as kjnowin no one pre-
sently favors ouch a oomrseo

.

"2o Qo What are- the purposes of' the ameMment?

" Ao lo To enable' the legislature to continue a,uthoriziiiig the estab-
lishmeicifec, support^ maisAenance;, and operation ©f the pmbllc
schools of this stateo In view of the conflict between the
provisions of the Constitution of Mississippi relative to
segregated schools and the recent decision of the United
States Smpipeme Court c, it is doubtful that the Legislature
can make a.By appropriation for tMa'-publle schools or
enact other legiala'feioB without vialatiBg the provisions

'; ""^-:-- -of the Constitution of this ^tate or tfeeK^j IJfeh decision
of the ¥o So Supreme Somrto fMa eoiiifliet will continue
until the-1. So Supreme 0©m**t riiiles on the constltution-
alitj of Section 207 of the MisBissippi S^nstitmtion which
is the section that r^peciflcally provides tlmt separate
schools for the races BhMJl be_ maintainedj, unless the pro-
posed amendment 213-B is adoptedo

2o To confer upon the Legislature tfee power t© abolish the
public school by a two-thirds vote of "those' present .and
votlngo By a majority vote of the Legislature j, counties
and school dlatricta may tee authorised, to abolish their
public sehoolSo Legislators' have pointed out that such a
course may become netesfs^ary at seme future date in order to
provide financial assistanee .f or all educable chlldreno-
The -public schools would be abolished only as a last re-
sort^ to prevent integration

c

"3« Qo Recourse to what measures for the maintenance of segregation
will probably be used before a legislative vote on abolition?

"Ao 1« C©ntlnuance of segregation under Section 213-B of the
, Mississippi Constitution if It is adoptedo

2o The assignment of pupils
3o gerrymandering of school districts

o

4o Application of military or police power

o

5* ©ther applicable statutes*
6* Hew statutes

o

"4o Qo How many years would be required to exhaust all the methods
of approach in question three?

.

" Ao An estimated 1© to 20 years ^ probably longer*, It is hoped
that by that time a permanent solution will have been found,

\ " 24 - .
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"5o Qo Why not wait teis or twenty years or until all other methods of
preserving segregation have failed before conferring upon
the Legislature the power .to abolish the public schools?

" Ao 1» Adoption of the amendment Becerafoer 2lBt .will serve notice that
the people of Mississippi intend to maintain segregation at
all costo 'Megro leaders participated in the formation
(through Mississippi Oitis^ens Councils on Education) of the
present sahool program often described as the finest in the
history of Mississlppio .While a large number of Negro
leaders have since repudiated the separate but equal philoso-
phy of school 'operation^ it is believed that^ by and large,
Megroes wax^t equal advantages for their children under a
segregated^ 'tax-supported pla^o

. 2« It will be a war-Dl^ig to alien orgaid^zatle'BS that we intend
to preserve our way of lifeo

3o Conceivably<> ' it woiv.ld e-ryetalize public opinion in some
states to a point where it would probably result in a more
liberal high court interpretation of Its 'May IJtfe decision*

4« It will have some weight in the preparation^ adaption and
promotion of the platf^f»iTAS of political' pa.rtieSo
Passage of the amendmeryfc will provide the best possible
assurance of a coicitinued and improved segregated public
school system t© the citizeif^s who ara being called upon to
pay for a $120^O®©i,0©€*«0O s-ehor/i building' "pro'gramo

"60 Qa -What are the main -provisions of
relating to public schools?

the. Mississippi Constitution

" Ao lo A uniform system of free public schools by taxation or
otherwise for all children 6 to 21 years of age. (Article
8^ Section 2@l)o '

2« It guarantees at least four months" school termo (Article 8,
Section 2®5)o

3o Separate schools shall be maintained for children of the
white and colored races* (Article 8^,' Section- 2©7)o

"To Qo What constitutional provisions guarantee a continuation of
the present system of public -schools?

" Ao As a practical matter^ by falling to provide revenue, 2/5
plus one of the Senators or Heuse members present and voting
could nullify the present school program^ By refusal to
vote for school appropriations 5, 25 Senators or 71
House members could sound the "death knell' to schools*

•
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^^io Qe What Is the Gutlook -f©r public scheols In the event the
amentoent Is passed lecem'be2f"21st?

A< Favoralbleo Legislative leaders have conmitted tfeemselves
to eoBtinme segregated tax-supported seJiools tkromgfe the mini-
kirn- ^dueation plan and tlie Inamgiiiration of. a S'Cfeool build-
ing progranio A special session designed to aecomplisto
these purposes is tentatively sefeeduled for January^ 1955*

Is the »y.l7th.deeision in keeping with, the American
way of life?

^'9a Qc

k^ It^o ffee '^o So Smpreme S'®m?rt^® Ae%ltB is an .^interference
Isi States lights p*^ It is legislation thromgh deoree
instead •of ttoOTsfe-'-C'iiBgr.esSo In the mj Tf^ If54 deeiS'-
ion^ The ¥» S* Siipreme -C'Oiifft ^verniied at least 5 of its'

©ra-previoms- tecisl^ns, 13' -decisions of lower -courts^
ami 59 ie:cislon'S of State Supreme Cotot^b'.- Its de-cisi^n

was not based on a single precedent of previous decisions * The
deeision struck down the Sonstitrntlons of 17 States relative to
separate schools for the races and farther stirack down, the
etatmtes of 21 States a The decision of the kigji court was based
on 7 works in. the fields of. sociology and psychology.

"'l©* 0,0 Is. there a satisfactory plan for Separate schools?

M. c

11 « Qo

YeSo The answer to the racial: problem is. a continuance
of segregated tax-supported school tliromgh increased
support for the, miBimiiii f©mndation' program and the
immediate inamgmratlon of a bmlldlng program

»

loes the Legislatiire have smffielent authority to deal
with public school segregation? u

Ao M^^ not as the eonstitmtiqn is presently written. Adoption
of. the. amendment lecember 21st is necessary to. give the
teglslatmre flexibility. t® meet whatever situation may
arise.o

12oQo ^s a workable plan for private schools been offered?

Ao UOo A good *qmarterbackV cannot name the play he will
use in a game ten years hence* »ny educationa3s» political
and legal leaders think the details of the 'private school'
program must be worked out ^ if and when needed, in the
light of c.onditions at that ITme - including intervening
Supreme, 0@urt decisions*
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^^13t^ Q«> iMs-^t it askimg a great^-d-eal -©f tfee proponent s-- of- a- strersg
public- sckool s^tem fct vrnte'to amtkorize tfte -L-egi®latmre to
ab:oll-Bli this system wki^li feas beers more tka^ 1®@ years in
tke maklmg?

^ Ae' ¥e^ aBd lei' Nt ©ne Is voting t© abolish the public schools J

.liSxe 'term, the -Beeember 21st ¥ote'-as a v@te of ©'onfideBce'
BMd faith iia omr ability t© stive omr problem' if a&d wHen all
other measures have failed o WE IIST MklE FAITH*

^l4o %^ Si3i©e iBtegratiou has .beein taking place osistfee college '

/

level f®r maiy years^ dies It f®llow- that there will-*^ liteH
L®o ©B the elementary and felgSi ^aheti levels? ""'^

p ®e©rgla and Ssmth
to white colleges, ©ji

i« l©o llS^lSlippljE, ^^^m^'^m^^s

©artllDE have B^t admitted
nmj level «,

^15 o Q* Is there aisy -g^aaraBtee that the
of private schools?

@0iLrt. will mphold a system

^^ Ac I® oie caics
.

predict a comrt decislOBo fhe establishment .of a
system' ®f private scfeotls would tend to ijsvalidate tke
effect of eiforced racial iidtegratio^a

^^l§e ^o If the public. Bch®0la should be abolishedi^ W0mld.iiot the
--poorer counties • aM seh®^! districts suffer a mmch great-

er: 1.00©- thasi the richer p©litle^al smbiivisions?

^ As It* letter sefeti)! practices- tfertmghomt the 'C^mBtry. require/
that the' 'moraey follow the. child' o This is the fairest,
all ^aromiid method ®f fiBauciiag school sv It can be msed
mMer either a- pmblle . or. a private systemo The same Legis-
lators will vote the distrlbmtlomo'

'"17 o, %^ In the. event of abolltioKij, is there damger that the federal
goverameicift might set mp a federal system of schools?

Ao Such is BOt likely to occmro It would require a favorable
vote of both houses- of the- MatlOBal Congress* Thus far,
gOB-gress has not voted on the segregation issue - not
even- for the ©istrict of e®lumb la, . which Congress
-governs o ©ur Southern eongressmen have had the' support
of many from Morthem, Eastern, and Western states in
preventing a vote on this- matter*

^'It* Q.^^IAT IS ©©USIBERIB TIE BEST MEAMS OF e®STIli¥II®.SEeiE©ATE®
WBLM seio^s?
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^'Ao A STATMIIE S©l®ffi. IflLl^i© PliSRAM IIICT WiiM PEffHE
AIEQIITE W-miLTilBSo >•.;;<

'

.
.

^19 o Qo Wfaat -womld fee.tfee.eost of an adefmate scko©! femildlng.

A* The meat reeently .-completed . study lBdlig?ates- that .a .pF#gram-
for tfee eqmallzatiOBof bmlldlBg faeilttles will c®st'
apprGximat^ly' $12©^©®®^©®®o©©^ figured at $7c5@ per square.
f©'tto

^^©^ ^o Eb there- amj muum^um^e tkst ^wMk a bmllil:^g- program caii

b@-pr©irldet? '¥111 tfe® propMeBts ®f tke amendment ^mpposft
a -MildiBg program?

^- Ac ¥ef * pr0p-(ra'eist© of tMe-ameBim-tBt^ luelmilioig fin^Bce lead-
era' -of- to®tM -ItmBes have committed tfeemselTess t-o' a<to[mate
tellisilBgB-'f.or 'legroes -aand wMt.eE* Tfeey are amxiomE to
malintaiii Begregatloio 'Tkej feelieTe a bmildiii^g pr©g2?am-
is Becessarjo WE MIST 1A¥E FAITI*

'^ tl*Qo IfeB tke Legal Edmoatloiial MtI^bfj e^ieaittee taken a posi-
tion regarding aa- adeqimte.biULiMiBg program?

^V A* lenl Bj iisanimoms Yote^, ©n ®ct*@r It^, tfee .Legal Educational
Advisory ©©MUtttee. appr©¥ed.a rec"Oiimenied femiiiing ' program
based on Senate Bill' 12®4« (See copy of report' attacked)

«

'^t2* Qo In case abolition i® eventmally neaessmry^ wtiat will
happen to vocational edmcation and tlie scliool Imncfei program?

^^ A* If Mississippi's legal talent finds a smccessfml method
fiir maintaining segregation within the. limits of the ¥• S.

Supreme ©©mrt's^ 'de-cislon, that same legal talpnbwill he
competent to 'find a way for the ~ecs^t±niied: preservation of
vocational edmcation and the school lunch program-.

^^23c. Qe Gan retirem^et benefits for teachers^ "free textbooks and.
school transportation be continued under a private school
eystem?

^^ Ao Tese If private schools should be operated on a non-profit

'

• basis, teachers would ^e'^CT^vered^ by Social Security, The
Legislature can continue retirement benefits, free text-
books and transportation*

^ 2S -
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*^leeeMb-er 3^ 1954

of Gltlzeita-Cwiiells of Mississippi
iBdiaBOla , '^«aBi-esippl
®etol!)er 15,

'^'laar Slrg

°^§iip forefathers solved- ©mr racial proMems fey the- simple^ time
feorjored ajjd proven expediejit called "segregation j,^ wMch resulted
Im peace aBd"-trmi3qi^iillty feere^'lB 'O^r -atat e- f#r-:®'±^ty -odd years-e-
l©w^ koweverp -the ifeadow of racial iBte-grati^n -feaBgS" o^er-^JIlssi©—
ilppl wlt'li its ccusetmeirtial hatrei,^ cfeaos ar^i friatloitio It In
not iie^itable aii tfeere is -^e^MetMlBg we oeb io -afeomfc it aa iidl-
Vi'dmalio If we failc, wMcrwe 'gjialJ motc^ it' woi^li fee obIj l^e-

eamse of ©mr mm eoMplaeeiriey aSI'-apatMyo

"%^ I@¥ember 2^ lf54 tMere is aB amoiiiiieBt -beting pre-^^eBtei to
tie eitizeiEis Tby.our alert ^ far algfetei legislatmre t'C raise
the- qmallfieatlosss for voters In llssls^lppi. TM^- BtaBt takeB
fey the voters of lisslsEippl %n tfels ameBime:^it 'mi^t. indicate
the sezstimeBt of Mlssissipplajras t® tSipse wko are watchiimg*

'^"We have omly two weeks to alert our. pe©ple to the meed of
pasBlBg'-thlB ameBdme^to TMia is, the mo^t Immediate a^si'-urgemt

.

issiyite we have* Each •eitlseBS Si^racil akomid reprodmce the eicl.osed
.copy ©f the .aneBdment with explaBatioB and mall t© e¥ery wklte
qmallfied ' voter ii'.-yomr 'couBty* lour 6t©mBell-'^femnif have this
amen^^eBt read- aM explaliiied"'at' 'every c±v1.e-TiieetMg aMd" pifellc

gatfet^lBg held "ftir the lext- ^two-weeteo Biere'-are BiMer^ma
otfeer meEBS of reaching voters that each comjcil can employ. iB
tkelr re-speettve areas

«

"^The following- comiities d® B®t as yet have aettve eitlzeBS ©©mu--

oils. '¥e mrge -all citi-zeM and clvlC'-grompS'-lm thes^e-^--etDfitmtiea

to aid the passage of .this, araeBdmento S.omMcll members- who have
friends or i^flmeBce in' thfese comitie®: steuld help implenjent

the passage of this amendment in any way possible

s

•'Adams @@ah0ma '

. j^rrlson Lawrence 'F®ntt)tt»c Tmnica
Aieorn Copiah linds Lee PrentiSB Inlon
Amite e^vington Itawamba »rion Quitman ¥ai*ren

Attala BeSot® Jackson l^rshall Rankin Wayne
BeBt@B Forrest Jasper Monroe Simpson Webster
©alboira' Franklin Jefferson Mewton Smith Wilkinson
Oki-e.kasaw @e©rge-' Jones ©ktibbeha Stone Winston
ekoctaw §reene Lafayette Pearl liver Tate Yalo-
Claiborne Grenada Lamar Perry - Tippah busha
aiay lancock Lauderdale

^ 29
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"^Me somtfeenierB must ieara- tliat tfee politl©laBB wlio rum our fed-
eral gover^memt ai^4 are msmrptog-oi^r States li^ts ©Be -by ©ne -keep
a very sesssltive ear tusiei'^feo the ballot tooxo WeiPMBt use and
mBite. omr feallot tliat tfee squeak ®f 0ertaliii iBsiiians mlBorlty
pressure groups wlEl be dr®WBed omtby oicr miglity roar'a ^

/a/ lobert Bo Patters osi

l0bert . B^ e Patter^-©B-

,Assn»- of eitizemB ComBcll® of
MiBBiBSlppl ^'

^^©ettber 15, 195^

'^lear FrlaM-g

^^toft f^eBimya meet iBg- '-was -keld iB^'WiioMi^ Mssl^-sippl^ to'- e4>]nt-

s#liiate iBt© m iState'©x^gairsi^mtl#ii' tke Yaric^^B ^Itl'ss^CTf®'- eimiaiieil

. §r#Tiaps o¥e:g*-'the' State' ©f^^lttOTftBBlppi* At" tMB-meetlBg-.twenty^OKe
comntie®- were-'repreBerte*;, 'teimt^tt' lB^^^'liiHi)e^i'*atlTe-'#tet'':a^^ of tke^ •

eigSity-tw©' c0Tmties .©f the State "Oi^gaBtee* lere In the-
Somtk we. face- a dark airad bltter-iio^:eBto-ter way of life and oiar

"

alYillzatiOB are tinreateBed with destnaetlcm o Ttoe"tmdltlomS'i- the
coiniveBtloBS, tfee tab0®s^ au^'-tke basic 'COBe'ept of- a-.peT®ple re—

-

present tSie^ stereMomBe of tfeelr B'^eial.mBageB^ -aii'd-'if you des-
troy tills jmi feave destroyed tkelr cultmre amd tkeir eivllissa-
ti#Mto

^^Ai dark aid as bitter a© tke homr-may ©aera tfeere Is yet time to
_
save omr heritage for omr cfelldren and ©mr- 'grandoMldren* Our
forepareits faced an. even darker moment « Tfeere was a day when

-

omr fair land was garrisoned with. Yankee and Megro troi^ps and
our own Ssmtfeern people were disfranchlBedo At that time omr State
government^ had a -Megro Superintendent of Education^* and Megro
Speaker of'. the ffemse^ and there-were legro Sheriffs scattered
all. over the State of llBslBBlppl. ^

^*^Iere was legal integration and we' had lost omr election ma-
chinery^ but back in the dark''^and'bltter-dayB--ofvreeon^^^
tl©n, we- had as foreparentB real 'men-^^who had'the etmrage to
stand with their -backs to the -wall and fight- for the things-
they cherished' and believed in* lad omr foreparents beenleas^
we ®f the S®mth would today be a mongrel and mulatto race^^ and ,

if we fall t© meet the challenge of thlsiiomr our descendants'
will mingle and mate with the Megro raceo

'

"^The Sitlzens eouncil is an organization designed to alert and
mobilise public opinion and to accomplish our aims and objec-,
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'"tlve^ in a le^l -a^t -orderly -maBiaaro In thm c-omitteg- wfeere we
feave 'feean ©rgaMzet^ ©iir- lawyer®-j,©mr-%aiiterB-Ei5ft--t3^ teOTiises®
mei3 have

. beeB- -the leaders li3 tM-a ©rgaut^mtiOB » "If amr hlgh-est
type ®f cltl^enBhip falls- ;t® -SMpplya plmB-;tGrmali3talB-'' segre-
gation aMd the lintegrlty of the white -race ^ tfeeB -the wrong
crowd will, smpply the leadership arsi there will be violence

.

and bloodakedv

"We cars- acaomplish mir purposes largely with-eeon®mlc pressmre-
In. dealing 'With mamb-ers of the^ legro raoe who are'-iot eooperat-
iBg^ and with membBTB of the white' imee wJa© fail ti
we ^an "Epply ^B0iai arsd polititml pi°e-^^mire*

^^Mken the fiscal decree of 'the- S^ipreme Qmjirt M-mTltten fchar real
preeemre In the matter of segregation wlll'feegiiBo l^lte^^^^ite^
legra^leajer for the Sfcie|y_f.or..,AdiS3|eeMe^2(t for S<'^^^rea_FeipIe
will speak" ii?5-Ja©ksoB'^early In i®¥emfeero"''fli%W-T#TO]:d"'^^^^^^ ^. ;.

,

dared d© "this- -ten- years ago-^ bmt om^-'^-e^rapla^^eB^y'teB' Bte-®WB- '
'^"

the legr© that aggreBBlveBeBS'mi#at -pay mtf^ You 'Will recall ^— -^

that last sprlmig- -the attltmde^'Of the'-Iegr-des '0f Mississippi e©mplete-
ly changed- -wheB the Supreme' ^'Goiuir^S decision waa "made 'aBd' at the
meet iB-g-held 1b ©OTerrjor -White '^s office these "legpra leaders de-
masjded a surreBder^ The eoBStltutloBal AmeMmeiit to aboiis'h pub-
lie schools aBd'the orgaBi2;atlOB of iitl2;-eBS eoisBcils heive

dampeBed the ardor of these^ -legro leaders , aiM ail of thte' goes to
proTe tliat a flrm'-staB'dls what is Beeded^o iBle.ss we^-organtze^
the lagro leaders will eoBtlBue to ezert preB^s*:ire imtll vloleBce
breaks omt aBd theB regardless ®f how you feel ^ jom will fee drawB
lBt# the-eoBfllct for'the Issue will theB be White' agalBst Black.

^IB w opliilOB;, it is the -duty of the leadership Ib each coramuBl-
ty to see that peace aBd. order is preserved aBd vloleBoe averted.
The best meaBS" of . dolBg these thlBgs is to ©rgaBlze a ,€itl2eBS

0®mBcll aid if you Beed asslstaBce 1b dolBg thls^ I will come, or
seBd at our owb expense .,

people to assist yoUo

'^'TrustiBg that I will hear from you 1b the Bear future^ I am>
SlBcerely^

/s/ Fred JOBes.
^

Fred JOBes
Member of the B®ard of Supervisors
SuBflowerCouBty, District 1**

''^Tfeis is the m'ost urgeBt buslBess at ha'Bd^ to see that the followlBg
ameBdmeBt.ls adopted* The time is shsrt. la-eh'-eitizeBS'couBcil should
be sure that all voters Ib their- corainuBlty thoroughly UBderstaBd
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'^tfeiSe it afciomld be copied , distritated EBi e^cplalBei at Comncll
meetings aisd at -every Glvlc. club o^ orgaiil%atl©i. Iji yoiar commmBltyc

"FAQTS/ AB©1T TEE VOTER QWALZPICSATl©! AIEHBIEOT T® BE VOTE© ©N W •

TSE ©IHRAL ELE0TI©M^-©FT11SMY, I0¥E1B11- S, 195^.

^'iB the beglBBlng we warst t® make, it clear* tMat tills prtpo'sed
amendment dges net affect ang; pereon who- was a^ tmalifled eleetdr
on ©r befor^^anmaryTT^TgB^

''TMe only educational cpialification ^Ick omr State eonstitTntion
now reqmireB for voting 1b that tfee voter fee able to read any .

section of tfee, Caistitrntion of tiali Stat^. i>jf . If -aioable to read
it^ that fee -fee able t© mrierstaid it
reasonable l^terpx^etation ©f it*

lei^ reai t^ him or give a

'^Altfeomgk edmeation in MisslB^ippi kaa greatly advajiced BiBce tfee

.adoption of tke GonBtitTntion of 1890^, yet^ tfee t'^^alifications to
vote are t!ie same as they were' €4 years ago wltM the result tMat'
our" fualifIcationa are. now among tfee loweEt i:n tfee entire country*

"f@ advance tfee cause' of mod- goverioiment in Missls^lppij, tfee Legis-
lature at its regular 195^ sesssioim. paiS'Snl Senate S©nemrrent lesolu-
tion l®o' 13 to be voted, on by tfee people at tfee general election to
be held on Tuesda^^^ MDvember 2^^^ }'^5^\<'-^

^^Tfee proposed amendment is as follows?

^^^ Amend', section 244 cf tfee ©onstltution of 189© of tfee State of
Mla^lsalppl t© read as follows:

^[^ Section 244s Every elector sfeall^ in addition to the foregoing
qualifications be able to read and write any section of the con-
stitution of this State and give a reasonable interpretation
thereof to the county registrar* le shall demonstrate to tfee

county registrar a reasonable understanding of the duties and
obligations of citizenship tinder a constitutional form of govern-
ment »

'^Tfee person agiylng to register shall make a sworn, written appli-
cation for registration on a form to be prescribed by the state
board ©f election commissioners, exfelbitlng therein the essential
facts and qualifications necessary to sfeow that he is entitled
to register and vote, said agilcatlon to be entirely written,
datei^ and signed by the applicant in the presence of the county
registrar, without assistance or suggestion from any person or
memorandum whatever; provided, however, that if the applicant is
unable to write his application by reason of physical disability,
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''HhB BBMBs upon Mis ©atli-0f smeh disability^ Bhall be writtei2 at Ms
mumeeisted iictation by tlie county reglstraro

^^^Anj new or adaitional qmallficatlOBS feerein imp^Bec! shall not be
raqnlred of

.

any person wMo was a duly regieterei.aed qualified
elector of tkis state prior to JaBuary 1^ 1954.

^^^Tbere la do msmsmal or MDtrled qiiallflaatioB Im the above
ameDdmefSita

^'States that already have, tine ^'reai aM write' clamse in- tfeeir .

ooBStitmtioi33 or general laws arei Alabama^ @eorgiap Li^ielaisa^
lorth 0ar#llioac, S©mt3bi garolirm^o Jfeiiaahm^ettSp lew FmmpsMi^e^
QklBhmm.s) aM teig'^Ho

'^Ai t@ tfei.e ^'^eB.BmmhlB imderata^isdtog ©f tke drntiea eM ®feligati@sis
©f ©Iti^eiBEMp^ ^^lamse;, it wa^ Eaid by ^kmim.^ Jeffei^s^OB Ib feis
day tJmt. a citi^ai sSioiild ^ot oF^ly fea^e ai 'tmfei^^tandiBg of Mb
dmtlei ai^d respt^sibilities t® Mile Beiglbibori^ hut fco Me g^vera-
meit as well* States ii®w ka^l^ig Bucfe a clause a3?€? Ala.baifia ^Bi
LDuislainao

•^^Tfee ..retHirOTieBt of the "sworifi^ wrltteB applicati@!m "^ is caMtained
in tfee C^QBStltMti02S(S of Alabaiaa^ LomlElana^ aBd Yirginia*

'^Tfee above ameiridmeBt was carefully stmdied by the eoBstitmtioB
e^mnittees of the Senate, asud l®Mse ®f EepreBeintativeg of MlgSBlSBippl,
EBt wae passed by the Senate om three c©Bsecmtl¥e days by the follow-
ing vote? 4® to 4| 4l to 3i aM 38/ to 3« It eIto passed the
l#mse of lepresei^tatives 01 three eosisecutlve days by the following
¥0tes_3 fco 81 91 to 111 aM fi to 9e

^^It 1^ believed that the best interest of our State reqmires the
approval of the above. ameBdment 021' Movember 2Bd^- and it is hoped
that every p@rsoB voting In the etetiOB will be smre to vote m
this iieB'dmeBt

j

'^br fafXmre to vote on it wiir"amouBt t® a vote
aggjjigF the" amendmeBt ^ .

"^ ^
'

^

Becember 21^ 1954

'' MEWS BILLETII

^"From legro lewspaper ''Pittsbmrg ComrierS Becember" 4,1954

\^
'^^''

^^'Inteise rese^tmeBt toward :^o Moman. Vlncent^e^'le of L®®K fega-
^ii3e for advislBg a Megr© . girl^TgalBst .marrying a white boy was
escpreaeed here. by a cross-sectloB. of eitizeiss wh© placed the.erai-
neBt clergymaB 1b the role of aB iBtradero

'^'The levo SheltoB Ifeis^ishopi, redtor,-'St« Phillip "PE Chiorchg America.
is a ^deMOcracy«/lt-''ls'B©t only a political democracy^ Imt it is

^ ^^ -
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'

^tfee m®Et eminent social demooracy In tMe world .eo far as- its
owB" stated pFluclplea'' aM Meali'-gOe S©elal demt^i^acy eitfeer -be-

gtuB wltfe -marriage • ®r it necessarily iBolmdes marriage tn its
ideals airsd principles.

I^

'lt is .B®t^ possible t® kaye people of different raee^ BatloBali ^

Ind tbga'tiier "arsd" bar 't'K'em 'from 'marryi'rB'go "

'^¥e feave a law isi several states tfeat gives tkem equal oppor-
tuiltj- to -work t'Ogetfeer and "t© live frogetker. ¥e b®w teave a
imtlOBEl law t^imt- reqmlre.^ ttet tkey g^ft tleir etocatloBi- 1©-
getber. These ^teps mre tte result sf a laiig process airii tfeey

were balked fer a los^g timeo

"^^iTo Peale ajjd many a. Gkristiai miiister wlllc, Im kis mtteraiceSi,
mpfei>ld tfee reaction of^Amerieara deM'^K':?.rasy i:^ the area of iisiter-

marplage but tfeey Iraow In tMair hearts ttet it Ib wr^ng t® do
so aBd tfeat^tMey will mever be able t® stem tke tide tfeat feas

already begun t© flow freely.

'^ '^Irtermarriage ^^b jslb^ nmmpmpllj^ feri^tiaB_..as i^iterfaitfo aM iBter -

racial edTacatiosn^^WlyM 'liTlilS^ area '®r

life aiisd 1¥. kas' "already beguB to move keavilyo

'•^ 'People will always tend t© marry wMom tkey love.

^^*Tfeli is '^^tke positive tkl^mkli^g*'^ tMat Ameri'^a mmst really do..**^

- If -

.''mSSISlPPI STATl STATISTICS

5i^724 babies were b®ri3 In Mississippi In If53
ii^®45 @f tfeat mmmhev^ were wMte
ii^679 were negroes
7^337 were boru ©ut of wedlock or illegitimate
7^ §7© of the negroes were borB out of wedlock

t67 of the whites were bonn omt of wedlock.

^fene ©mt of every 1®5 white births were illegitimate or less than

IJ^o 24. 75^ of the negro births were illegitimate^ which means .that

247 ©mt of every 1©©© negro births were bom omt of wedlock. This
is pro^f of the well known fact thatoiao? negroes as a race make a
mockery of the white man's holy, institmtion of matrimony, low
womld iitegratioii' affect the moral standards of our white chll-
drenf -

-
.
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^TIE YOieE-FlM-'ME-SMfl''

^*^lf omr bmlMlngB^-^ ©mr feigfeways^ ©ur raiiroa-ie ebould -be wreaked^
we eomM rabrntl'd tfeem# If onr cities Btomld fee fie^troyed^ wat of
tka tery ruliE' we could erect mewer aed greater omesc

'"' jSresi If ;0Mr -^a^Miai -might sfeomld be ormsiied^ wa could i^ear ®obs: who
Wii^l® Redeem ®iuc*' poweF.o

^"^Bmt if ^tke lil©®i'©f ©ur wMte race sfeould' feeeiGme corrupted aM-

'

mingled- with the blood' -©f Africa^ tfeem" ttie
"

"prese^rb -greatijeBs of
the luitei Statei of America wof^li fea i^itifoyei aM all M®pe for
tfee fmtmre -womli- fee ftre^er gi^e^

^''fke i»li!teiiEBce of AmerleaB eivill^atltB-woJuM-toe ms: ImpOT-slbie
for a negroid Imeriea as would the redemption nvA rea*«rrat.loiE5 of
tMe wMte main^s feload wfeieln feai baeB-wixed witii tlmt of the Negro,"**

'"TIE- C?ITIZE1S"' COll^IE' 'raW«TI®ME' M^MRAl-

•^^We mmst see tkat- our 'people teow^ tfee- facts^'a^fe-out lut-egrattOB-
ait tfee racial qmeatloin!<» 'Omr-prliiFiaiegr'-mediOTtiB-' "of' -^'e^ are
omr selnoois-, 'omr cMiyorofeeBp- •®ur'''Bewapfaper®'j>^.®mr 'ratio-S', mxT tele-
viBi^ns'-setB^ and'j) -"of co^reej,. -mmr aB^'dclatei, l.et''''#'aitmlysse"-tteLeae

mediums-o What -do- cmr^-Bctools' ".t-emnh ns-- abf»mt'" racial lirte-grl'ty or
tfee p@rllB"^of 'a pera-'OB marrylBg-' '©mtMde of ' fei-B' ra^i^ are^

teaefeer© right feere'iB Mis-ti^sippi ttet' '^ay. -EegregatloD ia immoral,
.Misotirietlan and-^uBamBricaBo-'lext our cterefees'. IxamlBe Bome^ -of

yomr Smsiday School literatmre a^d yomr cfeiiJCPekreBolutions "and
.see if tkey^-coi-Hclde'^wltb'-what yom"waBt"yoMr'cMld' taia^t*

'^"Mkat abomt our newspapers? We needrto read the- negro preas> the
syBdieated' 'White pr;es*®'-will Bot mention race ^ creed "X)r color- or.
in aiy way priot anythlBg that will reflect-agalnst -the -negro-

race eves if it- is the trmth* '-Ye shall know the truth- and the
truth shall 'make you freoo ^ {iolm Bt32)^ The white- press for white
©oBsmmptioB handles the- raee-queBtiOB with kid •gloves-' and will not
mention the word' negro. The-lorthem negr©'*preaB'on' the^ other
hand is vehement in its denunciation of' the' white' -race and .special-

izes 'in stirring up hatred anc^ resentment among -ne-groes^ all-over
the country. The white man is'ly&lied to sleep by the pacifists,

Le'" the negro 1b- b'elng"*'spurred'''tO: aetlon---by-'the-a^

^'^ixamine- the enclosed-' facts from. State PrisonBfrom all. over our
landp What newspaper would print these true facts ? -H©. northera
newspaper would dare I lave you . ever :h0aaE^"''of-a -lorthern negro
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bmt look-at tteese pi^iBrat- -B%atiBtleBo- Me' ^^mmo^ learn <s'f the, facts
of Integrattofr f>t3TO'-"^%fee-^-Sar^i#l^eete^^^

'^What ^lD0at i:^dlD? Tfae-'Tooi-SBife^-te is mostly^uegr® Bebop^ Jazz^
Blues^ B6mitet?^-'0r'--i5±mllar rareket-o "

,

"What -about televlslcm-^0r- as- a preacher- "frl-ai3#''Df-©iars-.aay$

''^HellevlB±02i-«-^ D^-'yota -e-0B^BM0r''-t^he' pr^gramB-'-^^
healthful for- your-^ ehlldreB^'' B-^-mtB-ds-o They^-BBe-^-am'COTg • :other. 'things
white T!iteB-*ugglisg -^Sartfea-Kitt and Pearl Bailey or. some other
form ©f* '^lutei^'raelai brai^waBferv

^^l©w the af^o^iEtea- of our-'Chiidi^aTc Tfee- SupiramB #m2irt -sm^- we- 1b
MiBBlBBlppi^ iTOtBt- iBtegrate- -m^- s©30B''mB#'-''^'^*^^rf^^e2:«^^'wltte' the- :p:egroeB:.*

toe -©f fonr-Degro.cMIdresD to 'MtEM:Bslppl la- ill'eg:i;t±!nate. 'What-

effect; wouM these i:otimate associati©BB have ob O'W^ white chil-
drasi?'

"

•^he eitlzeuB Gouncil will give 'the- -pe-opie trfee'TEctB-':1*iic?augh. their
Informatl ob-- and -Ete^at ifroai (lOTMittteeB' o -Ab '-Intwmw^^, ., informed ,

.

public will'"T(5fry''qii.ilekly'fli?rd -oi^t" mtet' IWi'l^BiM^ -i^^m;^^'' tjieir
chll'dreB- li>'' "their .. ^ehur^ties' -aB-H -s'eli-O'olB' ^' -mM' 1?ake "tii-e'"meceEBary
'actlOB^- fii^ will vote aceordiRg to the beast iBtereetB of our
stateo

''''The. solutioin is simple o ¥heB om'^ people all fted out the- truth
about this diabolical plot to iiategrate ms .'fee'-probiem will
dlBlntegrateo We -muBt-BhoM how ''tMe-'-TOOiigrell'zer^'-^ope^ and how
he r^omes Irs under the guise of Christianity^ brotherhood and de-

(MI

'

,

moeracyo ^^

.«. W -

^'^Every American earrlOB in his pocket the following slogan unknow-
ingly^NfflS ©IB® SECLiRM^ which means " New. Order ©f The Ages •"

It appears on the green side under the Pyrumld on eTery^^^o^^

bill and has since 1935* ''What new order and who authorized it?*'

What^s the matter with the old order? ^^

The following pamphlet waB furnished ©eoember 9i>

1954^ by|
J
Bumas^ Mississippi, as having

been sent to him by the Associations

''WHAT IS THE SITIZENS" GOiNCIL?

''^'The eitizens Council is the lax^dern version of the old-time town
meeting called to meet any crisis by expressing the will of the

b6
"b7C
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''^ptoplee The right t© peaceafelj aasenifele t# -petition for a
reiresE of out grieTaBceE^iB- g^-araBteed li- tfe©' first m^e -of oiar
Bill of--Hlghts 1b the €©nstitmti'©is of'tba-lBlta-d -States.- -©f Ameri-
ca* The ©uly- reliable propfeet^ f©r-tMe future Is tfee paatj,' and-
history proYeB-that the Suprene- F^wer lir the gOTensmeBt ^of men
Mb always --beeB' Public SeBtlmeBt* The ©Ifcl^eBS e@u^eil -pimply
provides the maohtoery for moblli^lug^ c©B©erttog and express-
img pmbrlieoptotoMTo

^^iMT couBclia are tMepeident -gr^MpB- loeated' withta the towsiB^
ani ,0©mi3tl-eB -of ©tir- Btatao The Is^td offle'er^- '.fre -efeElrmasi^

_

¥l©a-0telmaB^ sef^retary aa^i tret,sm^?®ro laek oimMiail Suae fsur
baelc ©©im±t;taei^ iB0lMi!?i{,fg .

^''lo 'Bif or^Iatlf§l1l^^ -aBi EiiicatlTO =- 'Sisi eoiMlttee' seefeB--' lufformatIob
perfcaTSii^g to racial' proteleitra frwirall OTer' '-our ";»ttomo It pre-
sents to the people wlthlLf Its ewwi'Mty the trfwh mfe-oiat.the

racial qmestiOB-^ thereby BuilifylBg-the "propa-'gaBia fr'om '.alien
lisflmaBceE -aBt preaEMre -gromp^* Its. J'ote 1b 't-O'C-mtYln^e all
of ©mr people of the advaBtagei ^^^f Hegpr^esjatiOB airnd the daBger®
of iBtegratlos^o

. '^^gp Ftilltical aM- Election -- This eoRWlttee stMiea- caMldates
for local EBi state el'^^Vior.^ aM pre^eiqit® their quailficatlOBB.
to the ¥®ters* It attempts to get caifidIidEte3 to Vi^l'ce their opin-
ion 01^ Yital aubJectB prior to electioBc It cmn reach each voter..

persormlly t© present the timtfe on- all matters to^the-peoplee It
is omr belief that am intererted^ inffOTied people'-who -vote intel-
llgeBtly iB -the only means 'we have of perpetmatlig our ©onsti«'
tmtloml temoeracyo

''3o Metnberahlp and Finance - This committee enlists all 'patriot-
ic white citizens' for meTObership^ thus asBmrtng your local organi-
zation ©f the support of public opinion and also -flnaBClal means
with which to operate o Thus far^, nearly all of the local "organlisa-

tions have set their annual dues at $5<ri0 per m ember o Every white
Southerner should be proud to pay this amount in -©ur- battle for
Staters lights and the individual right to educate his children
with, children of his own kind. It is a fundan^ental rtg^t for every
American to have pride in his race and to avoid conditions that
might foster and promote intermarriage of his children with other
races*

^^4o Legal Advisory - This committee provides the legal knowledge
that wi'i'i 'aid 'u's to achieve our 'aims by constitutional lawful means.

If the way of life of forty million people supported by over a
century of precedence and practice can be upset legally by
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' '

*^^Dliie political appointees^ surely- legal 3tep.B can 'be taken toy
a determined majority. to correet this grleYance« It anticipates
m©¥eE by agitators and de¥ises legal meaBs for the aolutlop of ariy
racial problems that might arlBe locally^

IW MIIB A CITIZEIS ©©OTGIL?''WHY BOES Y01H C"

^^Iteybe your eemmmBlty has- Md ss© racial problem^i -IPhiB may be
trmej

,
iiioweYer;^, -j^m may BOt have a fire^ yet yom malntalB a fire

department o Y©u can iepeir^d on oue tilings flie MAASP (latlonal
Association for the Agitatiom ©f Colored People)^ aided by
allem lBflue30ceE<j bloc ¥0*6 ^eeklrtg politic iait^ii ..arsid left.»wlBg
do-^gotderB"^ will e^e tfeat you Imve a prcikleM^ li'tfee near fmture,

'^^The gltl^en^ ^mm^ll is tJ^^^^ SOMtfe.''^ a.!^swer t@ tlie moi^grells^erao
We will not be Is^tegratedi ¥e are proud ©f omr wfelte felotd and our
wkite heritage'' of Blxty centMrieB'o

"*

*^People with racial pride are attacked by the MAAGP and Its af-
filiates as belBg bigoted c, prejwliced.;, biased^ imraoralj, iiB-Americaj3,
etCo These, hysterlal smear wordB are leed iio .lieu of a^y logical
reason why a person can' no logger be 'loyal to his white blood>
hia cfeurchi, his state^ and his nation above all el^^eo -

^^In other words^ the right to es^prit de corps which has won
every war we have -f ou^-ght is no loriger in etyleo The idea now is
seemingly to pride ourselves in the fact that everybody in the
world should be made equal by law^ regardless ©f aptitude or heri-
tageo The "have note" wm% ehare efi^ially with the *feave gotsT
in this -new world orderc

'^If we are bigoted, prejudiced^, un-American^) etCe, so were
©eorge Washingtoii^ Thomas Jefferson ^ Abraham Lincoln and our
other illustrious forebears who believed in segregation « We
choose the old paths of our founding' fathers and refuse to
destroy their ancient landmarks to appease' anyone ^ even the
internationalists « This integration scheme ties right in with the
n^^s^ ©ne world, one creeds @ne race 'phirosophy fostered by the
mltra-idealists and international left-wingerso

'^^The fate of our great nation may well rest in the hands ©f
the Southern white people today* If .we, submit to this unconstitu-
tional^ Judge-made integration law,, .the malignant powers of
atfeelBm^ c-©mmunism and-mongrellzation will surely follow, not only
in ©ur Southland but throughout; our nation. To falter .would be
tragicj to fail would be fatal « The white people of the South
will again stand fast and preserve an unsullied race as our
forefathers did eighty years agOo ¥e will not be integrated,
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^''either • suddenly or gradually-^

'^Mississippi Is coDSldered a poor state in cash values* Yelb we
have only obb knorni eonmiunist^ the best reeord of a-ny state in
the mnlono This year a- MlsslBslppl boy was elected President ,of

Boy^s Nation and a Mississippi girl was elected -pr^ald:ant of
iirl-'s Nation at the natl-onal conveBtlon iij ¥ashli2gt;ono Oar youth

^

then^ of both races is our wealth and our proven defense against
the sinister forces that would destroy our nationo

''^We are certainly nofc aBfearried ©f mir trEdiviorjs^ tmr c^ns.erva-
tive beltefScj'Bi^fr^ omr 3egr^gerfcB#-'m^^^

'^HW WILL THE GITIZMS OQfMI^ILS ICILL BACK THE
BARE eL©ro m- HWEgJMSICM?

^By 'organteing- the white Amer^-eans wiio have pride lia their white
race and forethought for" their posterity^ by mobilizing public,
opinion;

'''Edmund Burke, the. great BrttlBfe "stat'esmaBi, ^aid^, ''All that
is necessary for the triumph of evil is that good mem do
nothing. ^

*^^¥e must organise every town' aBd county in our' -starte' and then
every state, in- the Souths Forty million white Southerner's^ ©r a
fraction thereof, can be a power in "this nation if properly
organ±2sed and certainly need not fear the NAAOP^ with only.
20© 5 000 memloreTBo

'^¥e need every patriotic white Southerner, rich or poor, high
or low, who Is proud of being a white American ^ It is indeed
sickening to hear some of our brain-washed educated people whine,
"Ifs Inevitableo There's nothing we can do • We have lost ''^ ©ur
southland by every material line of reasoning ^ould already be
a land of mulattoeSo Eighty years ago ©ur unconquerable ances-
tors were beaten, in poverty and degradation, unable to vote
and under the heel of negro occupation troops. All they had
was their undying courage and faith that the Aliilghty helps
those who help themselves o Are we less than they? We are the
same bloody white blood that Was kept pure for you for 6,©©©
years by; white men=«

^"©mr situation is not as hopeless as theirs, but just as insid-
uouB and deadly to our posterity if you and I do nothing. What
decision are you goir^to make for thos=e baby children at
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^^Im e'OBCluslon^ here -are some- factEg At till® time tK^Yefib^er;^,

1954 ) there
,
-are ome^ to^Sre^ - a^n^ "teB t©wbb- -Ib 'li^asii'Blppi , tfeat

naw femve Glti^eBS' eoMBclla^ lisel-MdtBg--0¥er 25i>-@®®-w}ilte mal-e-

membei^a-mBipexietrEtiBg-SS eomifcles-v '-''©ir M'Et-er'''--B-tEtBB--j, Ala-
bama ami-'Se^r^ia^ kaye fi^rmed cowrie11 Evai3d^"ttey--mTe"'B
spreadlBgv A state Asaoeiation of- Sltizei3B"-'-€^^m^etlB'--^of" •ll^BiSBip^"
pi Mas beeB formed, wltfr feeadquarterm at ¥lMOBaj» Mt^EtBSl
aouiEiclls teve feelped -pasE a vital ameBdmemtrto' "^©mir' -State. ^"M-
stltmttoi that tfae people- ®f llsalsalppl failed- 't-o pasB---"0iitly ^

tw® year^ ago, laeial tei^sloiiB fea^e heen ^mmB§. '^mtloQMl prob-
lems e-ol¥ed l2B QmmtieB tfeat hnwe metlTe- ©ifel^ei^i CanB-
0llSc

^^The liigheBt type ®f leaderafeip ka^-beeB p:i?'0v±-iet te-eaefei eoni-

mmBlty wfeere oomBcils- -liaye beeii--f0™®€',''-We tirteiriidvto^ px^e^eBt
iitegFatloB-- legally -and tMr^s- prevent -TioieBce^ 'frlctioB audi

racial feiatred*-We^ Ijnteinid t® onrrj on the pea-cefml relatloBB
we have had 'With omr colored clti2;e:f5#, t® help them to
help themselves am^ to try tm help to,itill in them a se^se .

of pride- 'iB their ra^ce aa-'we kava iB^omrB'*

'^^If yom are litereBted'liti farming a Gltl^e^B -©otlbcH In y©u-r

eeiMPBlty^ contact -©mr- ®tate"heatquarter3:-"'at' .-Itecma or ai^ny^

gitizeiiS e^MBcll from- yomr 'ad^oiilris eaimty and we will be
glai t© assist yom. Then^ Im tmn^ y®m may help yomr adjolini-

lug at^mnty-orgaBlsseo

"^llther we will all stay white together ©r we will be integrated
eomsity by c.omnty-aBd state by state o Are you doing yomr part?
.There 1® BoMBgmere importaist at this timei-

'^ ''Biblished by the ASSOClATIOW^ CITIZEIS QmMQJLB

WlBona, llssa

(Headquarters)
^^

fhe following pamphlets allegedly mailed by the Asso-
ciatioB were fmrni^hed by OB lecember 17 j> 195^2

b6
b7C

""MEWS B1I.JLETI1-

'^''PresldeBt Elsenhower, after the Supreme Gcmrt's ^Black Monday*
decision^ stated that he wanted Washington, ©• dt, to become an
example of rapid integration* Mow he states that integration
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^B"fe@mli fe@ '^graiiaalo '--l&ybe fee- Mas'Mart ••^•rmwMiBg^TDf'tfe^^^^^
from tfee S@mtli* 'Mr* Presliessfc^ 'war cklldreB are mot g©lBg t® be
iBt.egratedj, eitMer- sMiently -or '.gradmallyl

^^'^IB Attorney Several Brow]niell''B receist brief to^ tfee Supreme Court-
about ImplementlBg. ttee ^Blaok l^Biay' cie©i0ioij ha states s ^lecent
^^^dlstmrbaBGee'^^ In West TlrglBia^- Belaware aM ©Ml© ^are "^iaolated
liiclder^ts'^% Incited by a small Bmmber of "VeeklesB'*- ani-^^irres-
possible^' InilTlcteaia ^aHd': groups-^ -^

^^ThlB 1b the typical prajMdlaed attii^Me of .the lKf:teii;^'^w^B

'

arsi tke lorther^ prese aifid- radio* Mere is- 'k"t>w tibiay would . pr^'Obably
MYe rapartet other H^>alated irselieBti' '

"fey ^^ajn^eii^poio^dfele

groMpe aBt- iidividiwl^*^ tfeat ©ccur^rei a few year^a^ agf^^o

^lo "Frivol OMS talk of the tempiBg of- earg© fronn nne- of Mb-
Majesty's Tea • -skips TrpiBt be accc^uite;! aa of no 'atgiaiflcajEice.-

.

The spectacle of a band of uBcc»tfe yandal^,, m^j -of them iis-
gmisedj, . need Bot detail us for long. Let uss ratlier remeaber the
ma^y uBeveintful landtBgs of

_
aimilar 'oarg^ea ta -American ports

aM^ In fact
J,
won't yon JoIb me as we lo©k i:^to the'inaDy American

homes where 'tea is beirig sipped g:raclou,^ly "by .people of good
seBse^ good breediBg ' aBi s^miE^sd' Jmlgme^t^ wte@'realij^e that- the
trifling tax which- 11a Ifejesty vm^v collect In all to§ little for
the pleasurable ^.timiilatioi em joyed by ms all eaeh day^ ^ S© m-uch
for the B@;st©i3 Tea Party

o

*^2e kB for the ''Shot leard kmimd the M^^rld 5 Oil IE ^.acitasetts is
calM toBlghtj, the minor distmrbance of the morning all but for-
gottaHo- After all, we have been fortunate in the' -many years of
protection afforded vlb by oiar frienda^, the British^ protection
whlch^ by the way, we shall be needing for many years to copie

in spite of the rash and ill considered remarks of some among
VLB Who want to go it alone* To be constrmctive we ought to remem-
ber the many provincial ruffians and hot-heads who have MOT been
shot by omr friends, the British, althoitigh they obviously so
richly deserved it«*' S© ramch for the Battle of Lexington*

*^^3o Mow, for the story of Paml Revere 's Ride* ^Me have scant
time to waste on the ridiculous incident of last -night <» Cer- ;

talnly a silversmith who goes night -riding over village roads,
would, be better engaged in chasing bowls unless perhaps he has
been chasing the wrong kind of bowl." (just a aha-dow of a genteel
snicker •

) ^And in Old H®rth Church some low .prankster was waving
a lantern, ©ne cannot but entertain the suspicions that there
was some connection between these two revolting performances • They
may even have been the result of connivance. Surely the -good and

- 41 -



ME # 1©5-121

^lobar men of B®at©B -whi© stay feome-'ioigbtB aM :lin so 'maiiy ways- Bbc^
their loyalty, t© the CriWB utb more - ^.eBeTwtm^ of -our attentloB
timn tfeiis loutish Revere « I veBtmre -to-pr^^i^t' that -qut -go^d-

•

frlaMB In Mermanj^ especially Im the Bu©'hyBf -les^e -will have, to -

come ©ver^-feare aB# ®how' these- col ©iriai bumpkiBS''Some'm^ '•

-^^In other wor^te, aecordlliig^^to'ltt^v irowmell^ muy ©ne -that darea-to
disagree .with the Supreme ©©Mrt/afsi'WiBheB-to m¥#M eondltloriB
that ml^t foster ami promote intermarriage -between hlB chll--
dren and children of other races Ib an 'irreBponsifel.e Individ-
ual o ^

' ''

.

^^In Mashtngton^; 1. €05, ii elght^eis Bc^iitoli where Int^-^m.tiom
MB,B ^mnomMQ'Bd mmtt'hs- In adva^^iic^^ wliiite eirj^cilmeBt'^^i^^ppei- g4«6
per ca^to Qme SBhenl that feeasmie €§ per crn^t Be^gro.l^mt over half
of iti white pupil e« An-other, witfe' Sfel pex^ ^^eBt of -it^^ peaple
now aoloretjir lent 45 » 3 p®i^ c-eBt'Of its white pupils* A third,
Mhlah now has 44^1 per cent negi'*'^ 'enrollment repm^ted a k^^S per
cent decline in- white enrollment o §n the otter hanol^, a sekO'Ol that
so far has-'heen assigned no negro' pupili^. repcet'et that it^'- 'White
enrollment 'increased 4l per cerU All otkeof iiaht®l3 that were 'not
Integrated showed gain® instead of loMeB in white .enrollment. (From
lo So lewa 'and' W0??'M-'Kep0Ft, 'page 52, lovemker 12, 1954)

•

,. : .

"^Ir* Br©W2iell . sh#Mld ceBamre all tMeae "irra-^p^iS'Blfele" -people In
¥aafelngt-on-"Who are senting their efelljtren away to white scholia

o

What about the'ltT^e^ponBlble^ people that are B^nt' •financially
atole ti) send their children away^ fir« lif'twnell. Maybe you can
armih their 'prid'e' in being" White- ImerteEiM', l<s^gallyo

='FliM TK g©IIMM'IAL APPlftL^ BATH' SfWll^lE^^-24, 1954

'^FBi undercover agent identified three state ;TC'0m!TOnis^ leader jit

hearing^ ^Mlth a glance at the principal Federal" wltneBs-^.^Jto /. • '

IrvlB^sScales agreed without' -argument yesterday t©' return to H^t^ -^

gargllllarani^'face- charges he taught the testructl-on- and overthrow^-

^

loF^Ee^nited States government as a three state- eompmlst party 77

•

chief* in hand to make the identificatiwi was lalph ST^^o^'^sSj Jr.,--^'

32^year old ©harlotte^ lo ©oi, Attorney aM former undercover- - -.

^ gent for--th§-"^FlIe'^^'-
'

"

^
"

^ .

'^"Scales was also responsible in part^ for my succesB in penetrat--
iBg a branch of 'The National ABBoeiation for the Advancement ©f

g©lored People im MewTorki, " Mr-, glontz said*

^^ft-o Olontz, who eventually became a member of the l,oard -of lirec-
tors of lAACP^ lassau Branchy said hehad .InBtructlons to infll--
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^''%rate the orgaMzatlOB -ajo'duse it to'-furteker-tfee eoniraiils-t ''ea-mse».'

^^@B Meinday^ NeTember 29i> 195**^^) a Git'lzenB ^ Qmmoll meetlBg-was
held to -Selma^ AlabaTna-^ witfe--1200.'Tteini: p]^-e^-eBt<» F®mr"e-OM:i:itles

have already been organized, a^i there .were represeiitatlves from
eight adilttarifal e©unt±es""at--ttots-^weettog.

"^©ar Freedom to edmcate omr .children as we see fife Is betog tam-
pered -With.

^'^^They. that give up esser^tlal liberty to ©btato a little tem-

/

porary safety de^ttrve irseither iibai^t^r t^^i^ iaf'^tjc ^ - Be^rjamiia
FrankliB*

"If -a i;sati©ii vaimes a2;sythlBg more thasi fi^ee^^OTip It will lase its ,

fretdoni aBd' the iroiny of it i® ttet^ if it ±3 comf-^rt ormoBey
that it valiie® mere^ it will l^^^e t%ai" toa^ ' - ¥* S^tmeraet Ifeiigham*

»'Y©ia caBBOt stre^gtheir? the weak fey .weateri'jiBg the litroBg^ '
-

Abraham LtocolBo

'All that is Bece^sary for the triumph ©f -eyil is that good meu
do ]r5©thiisgo ^ - EdmuBd Bmrke^

V@M graBts liberty only to them whM love it aM are ever ready to ,

guard aBd defend, it o
'^ « Baniel Wetoiter*

*I ha¥e 100- pmrpose to iBtroiuae political and B#elal equality
betweei the white bm^ the black races o There 1e a physical dlf-
ferei^e between the two, which in my Judgment will probably for-
ever forbid their living together upon the footing- of perfect
eqmalityj and inasmuch as it becomes a necessity that there must
be a difference^ I am in favor of the race to which I belong hav-
ing the superior position o

' - Abraham Lincoln ^s speech at ©ttawa,
Illinois^ on August 21^, l858a

'What I would most desire would be the separation of the white
and black races^' - Abraham Lincoln *

^^

''mi WE SIGILB VOTE FOl TIE Sei®@L- AMEMBMENT

'

DECEMBER 21, 1954

^^1^ It does not abolish schools* It is offered for the sole pur-
pose of saving our .schools by keeping white schools white and .

negra schools. negro <.

''2» It will show our opposition that the people of Mississippi
are not going to be integrated and will stand united in this cri-
sxs

«
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*

""^So It -makes possible a plan for atate supported private scfeaols
for the average citizen ©f ll-BSissippl who' would tea unable- to
provide for his children's educatton atheiwise.

^^'4^ ©ar sister states of South
have pas eed similar BmendmentB^
t© educate- their own childreB*

CaroliBa^ Louislama

^

showtog tha peoples
and Seorgla

* determiBEtion

''5 c Wh©
elected

womld yom rather trust
Mississippi Legislature

your Bchoal 'system to? Y&wt oura J
or the politically, appointed ,1

Ic S* Supreme ,€«irt Ib' Maehi^gtoB?

6. The limediate effect m^ mafo^^ed iffe grati-om! would meajn
death to our public scImij'Is* If cWipllaJt^ee to the' Supreme C^urt-
BeclsltB la attempted the 1. So Supreme C©'i:ft It^^elf will have

.

abCiished our sohools 1^ Misisls^lppl for both raoaB*

^"To Here's the 1 lineup on the ameBdmeBt* MMch side are you ozi?

ASAXIST

Rep« Joel Blase of Stone §©unty
Seno §e#rge Owen, of pojitotoc.

'

IfeddlKig Carter:, ldit(W-©f ifreeinvllle
W^f^:o Alraa' llcteiiai?^^ -lattlesTDurg
@ll¥er Eimierick^ Editor .©f

If.at'mlb MlE^ieeippl IM©P
lortherB A. .F* ©f L« Leaders
MortherB CoI^O* leaders^ The
ei© contributed $75:>©0© to the
MAACF this year.

Ussisslppi Seinate - 46 to 3
MisSo I©use ®f Hepreseiotativea
ll€ - 24
Mississippi EdueatiOB Assoclati#:^^
Mlssleeippi Farm Bureau

'

i®¥erBor Hugh .White s

Lte @©¥erB0r Carroll ©artlB
Spafiker Walter Sillers
Senator Jim Eastland
Senator John SteBnis
Attorney ©ejieral ^ofoQolemam
Former ©over^or Fielding Wright
etBgressman Torn 'Abermathy
S^Bgressman Jamie Whitten
eoBgressmaB John Bell ,Willlams
eongressman Frank Smith
iGiSo Boss Barnett
leHa Paul Join son
Mary daln

These facts might he reproduced andimlled to every registered .v^ter
In every couBty in Mississippi. The various Civic Clubs and patriot-
ic organizations could present -them' at their meetings* "

^In addition^ the following pamphlets were furnished by
on December 17, 1954, listed feelows b6

b7C
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"A Review of BLACK. MOMDAY" hj Judge Tom P. :prady, ' of
the Fourteenth Circuit Court District ^ Br-ookhaven , .

Mississippi 5 In an address made t© the ladianela
Citizens. 0|uncil 5 Octofeer 28^ 1954« .

:S^^jmSFBmjmFEMIMSS'^ edited and pufelishedby
^.^

,,;--- ,HAlRJ_¥ILLlI^gEl:r^"fIE^T©LfflSA^ l®vember.

\t^

Letter ^.^TO ALL MISSISSIPPIA1S^% with heading /'Ass^cia-
tioB of Oltisens C@UBcll3 of MiB3l3slppi^ Wlntna^,
Mls.fJ.EBlppi^, :Becember %^ 19,54"^ .^^ig^Kaols- ^^Fo:^ fcfee

Executive eonpltteej, bj H^b^:ri So Pattt*z*i^^^ Secre-
tary^ Gltis^eii^ eo'iirjcll^*'

^"©fficial Electlo^a Hefc^r^s ^m tfee Me^iBieir^t T0
Raise Yc^ter Q^^allf iaafci^^ini^ is^ii K[iBg^^ii^E!^lppi

Gompais^iBOT of 1952 Eetmr^^ ¥i1>Si 1^5^- leturas^" .

'"Mews Bulletin M©. 3 fia'fce^. Beeerter 3©, 195'^K
'^

'

Letter Add.re,^Bed %^:i I I

Biima^^ MiBf^.lSHippa/^ wXiil'i le't'i^rMeac! of ""Association of be

Giti^eBB Gaimcils of MfL;ssi-3S?,pp:io WlxrOTE^ Misal^Blppi-^ 'V b7c

dated Becember 31, 195^ a^iMf. iiigied "^R'KffiT Bo PAfTERS0H^. .

S©pie3 of the al^'ove are feelrig fm^inil:B]:^ie<i the luream ai^d lew
irlear^Bo •

'

^

The lovember 2^ 1934 iBSue ^f the Memphis ¥orld^ a newspaper
published at Memphis, Ten^iessee^ prints the following quotations
attribmted- by the Jackson, Mississippi Baily Mews to RQBEIT 1*
PAKEESOIs '^'ThiB question of maintaining segregation is something
we all ought to be serious about « Otherwise^ things we .Value the
most here in the South will be gone.o"^

The paper further quotes PATTMSOI as saying the Citizens Goun-
ell is dedicated to the maintenance of ""peace, good order and
domestic tranquility/' In addition, he is quoted as saying"
Citizens Council members have the interest of the Negro at
heart o^ A further quotation attributed to PATTERSOM was:

*^.*1P lORTl * 'We take care of them^ feed them, educate themS he
saido 'I have 35 Negro families here on my place. You can -go

©mt and talk to any. of them and they'll .tell, you I'm the best
friend. they haveo Had six of them go' up north last year and
stay several weeks and everyone of them came back and said they'd
never leave the South again*'

^^»F©lkB -up there don''t see why we don't integrate our schools.

- 45 -



m # i©5-i2i

'^^^They dOB'^t mxiderstaDi" the preBSure of ^mmfee^^s* If we lute-
grated sehools right here It womld raeai puttliig .2© -^Iterckildren
iiit0 a classroom with -8© legro childreB* That: .will never happen
in Mississippi «^

"Patterson was qmoted by the paper as -sayii^gg ^The only way we.
can keep segre^tion is to keep public sentiment against it
and to inform people of' the facts <,''''

The following article with a by.-.l.ine of ..iiM«^^-M.dww^^

Jackson 5 Mls^aslppl^ appeared l^'^tSr^^ai^imry^j, ff^ive^'ition
of the -fri^tale-^lefeii'er^ a l€

^^lilE*S-Hii eilBIT' PIUZK ©FSaiTES !! USSISSIPPI

'^It was- several nights before 'Ghidstmas while here and there
tkroiagfeomt the troisibled state hearts began %^ -'glow with Joy
in moTiamting anticipation ©f the celeferation of the latlyity.

^A 3©-year-old World War II veteran rolled and tossed in his^
bed in a modest little home on a llssissippl farm* ®nly a feeble
flame of the Joyous season approaching flickered in his heart

»

His mind-'was as storm-lashed watfers of- the sea*

'^le is on the verge of losing all his worldly poBsesslona to
a prejMiicedj, fearful- specImei^ -of the deep' Soitfe-'-s white^ w^rld;-
a speelmen- who would- mouth "Peace on earfeh and--go'0d--ifiil' toward
all men-' on the one' hand'^ and on the 'other' pmil every :smbtie' and
vie ioms" trick that a.cmnning mind comld "eonJure tm keep "tiie-^'Segr© -

from vaulting his segregated corral into the pastmre of true democ-

v^

-

\>^>

raay« t

•^The worried veteran is SyXveB.tei»«owenSj>.,^®f"~@lettlWi5^^^ .

Tallahatchie €©Hntya Iven toef®re^^otldir±ng"-aSTOs %^^^ this
comntry from the enemy, 'Bowens" had "dreamed '^an-d-'feoped'^ that some.^

day he would own a farm .of his own. le had a pretty good idea
where he wanted his farm and how he would nurture the soil to
reap rich ha-rvests-.

'^'^The war ended* Ex-Sl ©owens came home to live. Years pa^ssed. le
.

sweated^ scrimped and ¥aved to make the d®wn payment on the farm.
'^Finally, ^the day came when lowens was able to Teach an agreement
with ^M.»_E:^owe, White ^ ®f ilendore^^. to purchase 49 acres of
lamdYir $"'4,@i@* That was a happy day'for Bowens'. -These %ougfets;
coursed- 'throu'^^ the veteran^'s -mind as he, in' tumult, lay ii) bed.
Iffwen'-S" achievem-ent in itself is an indication of the' veteran Vb,

citizenship caliber. As other loyal legro American citizens living
in the state^ Bowen® had other hopes of vital significance., le
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•^waBted to be able feo exercise klB' rlgW.to ¥Ote wlt^hont reprisals
from whites AM^ fee prayed tfeat some day Mississippi cfelldren
would bre able to attejid-firrt class rs-eteoolsv

''Ii3 Simple forthright terms^ Bowei^B just shows evidence of being -

a plain^ hard-working, good citizen - the kind of which a real de-
mocracy is bmilt* When the Smpreme Qmirt handed doro) its momen-
tuous decision on Ifey 17 invalldatlBg segregation in piablic
schools ;f he was^ one of the millions who thanked Clod«

''ECQldCe" FIIEZIS

'^^Mississippi made clear^ -fee remembered^, that- It -didn't* like the.
d.ecisi^Bo Ston Citizens eomncils^ an o-;f^ganizatl©n- which may be
likened to neo-lluxismi- began' t® mm-shroom- 1® the" state.. The
pmrpose of this insiduous groiap. is to bring eeonomlc pressmre
t© bear on all legroes in the state who seek t© vote. and who
ipefmse to approve segregated seheols.

^^The 'freeze' is being ^effected by the foreclosing or threaten-
ing to foreclose on mortgages and loans obtained by Negroes
from white lending agencies*

*^*In some towns members of the comncil are threatening to de-
prive Megroes ©f their Job® if they don't go along with volxin-
tmry sehool segregation.

•^^l^wensis one ©f the victims* I. E* Lowe.has told' him that
mulees he prodiaces the balance ditae on the property, the
m'3rtgage'Will- be' foreclosed. .:-••:.,:-: v..

^"Bifwens says he owes a balance of $1^40®. However, as of last
week^ he had beeniyumbie to obtain a statement frofflp Lowe.

^'^he veteran's case is jmst one of the hundreds who are feeling
the octopian lash of the Citizens council in Mississippi.

V^^qiiaily as shocking for its cold-bloodedness is the case of
.
AIEIB

yl^©REi, an enterprising young man with business vision and know^aowyWho
#tirt^a modem service station - served by Pan-ftm on Hil^iway 6l,
within the city limits of Glevelandi> fflfg.;

This man had a restaur-
ant bmilt in the station. Becaiie^'^i^r^he fine way in which the
f©®d is prepared and served, white travelers patronize the tesl-
ness. eity officials soon began t® frown on this mixing of the races
in the restaurant. They ordered Moore to put up a sign: ^For
eolored ©nlyv' Moore refused.- .

^^ "~^
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"^^The eitlzeos ©©iincll went to work^^ 1b its top iusidioms form.
Not loBg before Christmas, the stat3.oiEj owxier was notified by
the Tam-Am distributor that feeneefortfe he would have to pay
cash In advance for all shipments ©f gasolime and oil*

''TIE^ MX^ ILdW

^"The i^ext blow came from the local white bank, where M001E had
obtained funds to build his business J lespite the fact he
had been promised a renewal on the loan when due, the bank offi-
cials notified him that he would have to clear the remaining
indebtedness of |6i,®®© fey January ip or lose the property

•

'^As in the case of l^weBS^,
from a#me somrce^ "

feore is praying that help will come

'^Yery much dlst;ur|/ed about the ^Preese* tactics of the
gtmncil is Perc^fireene, editor of the Jackson Advocate, Jack-
son, Miss*^^;'^""^'"^^^^^^^'^^^

^......^.......,. .^ ,-. .., -.

''Last week he said that ^advertising lineage Is not what it was
last year this time. ' Greene stated he was going to stand by
to give whatever help possible when the time cornea

"^©ver^;*^ Columbus, Miss,, the Council has been harassing I^j^^Emr
mett^^ing^r and'TamllyT le is a dentist and former_president
of the stat^'-HAACP. ^ ^ —^^^

''For years' Br. Stringer had been able to borrow money from the
loeal Bankv^f Commerce* lecently, the bank made clear to the de>-

tist that "he would not be given any more financial assistance.
L^cal whites learned of this development and began telephoning
©r. Stringer's mother in the dead of night, making such statements
as ^Br. Stringer has been killed* lo you have his body yet.'

"To BjfQBhnBonp undertaker, of lg]^nl^ Miss., and a member of the
milltant-legional Council of ^groJeadWrship , has TferiT'the pressure
of the Citisens council "in his hometown.

.

^In line for the chairmanship of the local Negro Boy Scouts, he
was told by white citlzenB, that if he accepted the post, no
credit would be given him in the city. Further, whites of the
Council warned him that if he didn^t comply he might be run out^

of t#wn. Wnable to buck the pressure and threatened with the v

e:redlt freeze, Johnson passed up the chairman -ship of the Bpy
Scouts.

'^A brazen and ruthless tactic has been employed by Council mem-
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%erB to' ludlanola^ Miss.;, to ''freeze 'f B^^llntoMjmttleovit
of patients o WMitee have beei corBeriBg^^le^o :paf^^ /"^
telling tkem tkat tkey will lose their Jo^s If tley coitinue M f

" ''

to coBsmlt the physiciam ^—^—
^"Wfey? Wr*- Battle set, a precedeiit 1b Bmmflcmer comBty* le is.re- .

portedly the first of his race to register and votethere. As
EBy loyal aM devoted citizen ainywhere will do^, he attempted to
get others of his race to exercise their frai^chlse.

''M® MEiH© imW
"^"The Oiim3:scil''s strategy appsiresitly had its effect, however, in '

that not ome. Megro appeared at the polls 'Imthe Beeeuiher election,
when voters cast their ballot© en the state. -ameBdment to, abolish
the pmblic school system^ if ^liecessiary, t® malBtaiB segregation

•

'^^ihristmas has come and gone and the New Year is here* With
its coming looms hope and a chance for relief f^r smch of the
oppressed as Bowens, Moore and ©r» Battle*

^'last week the NAACP called on President Elsenhower .to probe
the Mississippi situation. Meanwhile a plan was mapped to have
citizens'throughomt the nation deposit a millliM dollars In
the Tri-State Bank of Memphl®, which is t^^i* fee made available to
persecuted

.

persons in llBaissippi on a loan basis*

^Spearheading the move in cooperation with the Megional Soiracll
of legr® Leadership- in Mississippi, the lAACf j>' Befender learned
±3 to Start the -ball rolling by depositing p©,®©@ in the bank for
relief of the victims.

J^fhe thaw can be put on the Citizens gomncil 'freeze* by depositing
fmnds in the Memphis Tr1 «State Bank. "^^

Wnder date of ©ecember 29^ 1954, RQBEHT B. PATTERSON, Secre-
tary^ Association of Citizens Cornells of Mississippi;^ directed
the following letter to Mr* J. EliAl H©0?ER, ©irector, Fo 1# !,
Washington J B. ^^s with a copy Indicated for president Elsenhower:

"I see that the national Association for the Agitation of
Colored People has asked that the Citizens Comncils be investi-
gated,

^'^After forty years of using every tactic^, pressure, and scheme
known to man in accomplishing their alms they set up a howl
when they see public opinion turning against them. They have
used among other things economic ^^

political, and social pres-
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*^siire^ along with half-truths^ misrepresentations ^ and omt-
right lies*

"They specialize in stirring mp hatred and resentment among the
colored people towards the white man all over this comntryo They
then pit states.having 4^ negro population against states having
45^ negro. population in the name of "brotherhood and equality,
Tlease note the enclosed prison statistlcB^ which may be
yerlfiedo This shows how much more successful they have
been In the North than in the south*

^"^ehanning^lc^^^bias one of the Blrectors ©f ' the Field Founda-
tjjggXljg^oV/h^ 2~© oi^ail'gattons^-^an'd^pub-
I1^atl5i3S~Wlllch are cited as- subTerslve aM'^^^etmrn^irfsfby the
Inlted States Attorney ieneral^TTS^^^'^^S^^ffiffiitteC^on"^^ •

can Activities, and the. Sallft?ll§.^ Committee on In-American-
Activltieso (See American lieglon Rept^rt on the Field Founda-
tion, InCo, 5-25-54, page 33)*' This is the NAASP B^ard
Ghairman who wants our Councils investigated.

^^Mississippi with nearly a million negroes has the highest
per cent negro population of any state in the union, and they
remain here through choice * The HAACP Is succeeding in driving
the white people out of Washington, B« (Jo We shall not be driven
from our native state.

"We have nothing to hide, not even the fact that in Mississippi
neither our white ©r colored cltlsens have any fear or respect
for the vicious NAAGPo The only crime we are guilty of has been
complacency and apathy towards the sinister forces that would
destroy our nation/ 'V

The statistics mentioned in the above letter are not being
copied.

The following pamphlet, being News Bulletin # 4, dated
January 5, lg55. was submitted to the Memphis Office under date of
January 10, 1955j» by|

|
Dumas, Misslssippis

he
b7C

"One of the local Citizens Councils has thought of an idea we feel
should be passed on to all Councils for consideration.

'^Thls local County Council is presenting copies of Judge Brady's
Review of ^Black Monday « to all High School students In the
countyo The County Council is then offering a $5© cash prize
to the student who writes the best synopsis of the review.
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'''The purpose, of course, is to create aim interest and basic under-
standing of our great problem to >Dur young people. They must be
armed with facts to withistand the propaganda barrage of radio, tele-
vision, moving pictures and the northern press. This is the
cheapest, easiest, most effective educational program we have
heard of. Jfeybe other councils would like to consider this or
similar methods of nullifying left-wing propaganda

o

- W -

"''From ¥» S. lews and World Report, leeember 17, 195^2

^''^The White l0mse will use 33 ^illio^i dallar^s worth ®f the
taxpayer ''s moirjey to force raee mlseirig 1^ gm^erBuent contracts.*

•^'If a contractor doesn't felre -eBomgfe negroes or if he segregates
them to the dissatlsfactioi of a toveramental interracial com-
mittee his contract can be broken. Is this e'con^mie pressure?
If it is it must be considered legal or ©ur government . would not
use such methods to enforce the will ©f the NAAGF on White
Americans.

- W -

•^^Inder date of November 3s 195^, we have this from the Library of
Congress, ^AN EXAMINATION (3!P TIE PMTFQSl ®F TIE C0MMTOIST PARTY
II 1928 REVEALS A LAR§E OTMBEl OP RESOLOTiOKS. INIER TIE ilADINS
'^©PPRESSION @P TIE KEiROES'' lEMANlS ARE MASE FOR FILI. RACIAL
E^IALITY^ ABOLITI^I ®F ALL SEaRESATICSJ LAWS AlB LAWS FOUIllINi
IlfERMARRIAGE,^ A few years after this platfoinn was adopted a
propaganda campaign sprang up to induce us to swallow this
Communist policy. While this was going on the Russian Gommunists
swallowed much of the world. Will we now swallow communist methods
for enforcing this communist policy while the communists swallow
large areas of the world where the resistance of the people has
been destroyed by racial integration?

- W - U i

On January 12^ 1955;^

I
as followss

5 ^ '^v y <V

further advised SA

negro doctor whose su3?name is
] related when contacted by Agent tjmat

xnaianola
[
and who resides at

and who is a member of the Regional Council of Negro -leadership, reglsf-

tered to vote in Sunflower County, Miss., and ui|pd other negroes in /
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the commrnnity to do likewise o le saii skortly tfeereafter
was told tey a number of his 'negro patleotSj, tnalBiy those llvlBg
on plantations i^ that they were no- longer aM-e to Beek his pro-
fessional services, le said these InstrmctlonB had "been given
by plantation owners who are members of the local Citizens
Council group.

I

stated, alsoji that he had receiyed information, that
negroes "In. lumphreys- -County^ MiSBlseippl, were 'toM-to:'go to the
courthouse and remove their names from -the voting role® or they
would not be able to obtain any credits ^^He said he understood
that* six or-seveB of fomrteen-regiBteret' negr-o voters In this
county 'have done^-'BO' -upon application ^'Of t'hlS'^^ pre^^nreo In this
connection^ ^he -mentioned 'that PATTEHS®! had giv-en EB-one, of
the aims -©f the eittsens Gouncll of Miasissippi the .preventing
of negroeB" frcmr-~voting. -

^

'

I
said he had further learned ifefeat a^-legro undertak-

er at :Belzonlj, fttssiBBlppl, has^ *aj^rlal tnBiarairKS'e assoclfittion
and. waB requestecPiy'^^T. 1* IWi^WM©, • a-'Iegro^^

Mound Bayou
J,

-to- accept. -a^ poBlWon'-a^i'^the^^c^^ leader
in lumpia^B County. -le satd'-ltvwas reported- -to 'him 'that 'i^^

altizenB- in the community learned that Br. IWAHB had asked the'
undertaker to accept thls^ poBltlony he waB- Instructed*' not to. d© .B.o

^and he was told "that if ^hedldi; the plantation negroes who .bel-ongei
t# his burial" •aBB'Oclatloinf^would nu longer reMi;tirj."iaiemtoerB. According
to | I this undertaker '-waS' mlso told to- take hlB -name from .

the voting^xoil . Ee-- said'' 'he -did' 'not' ^^^^ksmm^ ^mkwtMBT' -the" '.-IRfe^OT . under-

taker ha€'rem©ved-''MB 'name'-''fr»''the-''¥®t±ng"*rollj, -but It- was^ hlB
mnderBtanding that the Megro did not accept the position as
Boy Scout leader for that countyo

^stated he had received InformattxjnconceOTlmg the
following incident from several Interviews •-eanitirctga-'rbv-^-Mtn- .at

Lgxlngton jsj^BBlBBlpplj, :;0]^^ --with:' -0inre[

^
^. ^ .

;@wii ; -m-cmmi'n^- tty.
l

montKs-ag®v-^a-^hlt& 'imm ran -over*- thB- f1ower -b^' ^t aFl^rp'. bchool -

teacher> whereupon 'she 'became somewhatabuBlve-tt)- him. 'le' then'
reportedly went home j, obtained a pistol,' Teturned'^t^r^her-^htju^se

and shot her In the leg. I I said that he was tol^ that the Negro
woman signed an affidavit against the white man who shot her but
the affidavit was later withdrawn, le ©aid mB^-a^ result of thlB
incident

I,
the-^'legro'woman "reportedly lost her- ' position aB-'-m

sch©©l teacher. He-said -he had'-recelved Inf^ormatlon from- sev-
eral sourceB to the effect, that the Gltisens Council had nothing t®
do with this* matter- but other sources stated -that member^ -of the Ci-

tizens Council in that community had bragged about their accomp-
lishment in having her fired. He" menttcmed "further that the wom-
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an's tesfeand kad feeeia employed at a service station, temt.fee was
sh©rtl3r thereafter "^iisml'^^^ed*-^- -

said
iat"who toii hill that bo 'pressEre' wit;

to discharge tMs-'Ufegr©' Bmployee
ab omt a we0k-%efore-'the' -Bhootl^g-^^tpolL-iiiace

he - owBer of the service station
B'oeYer'had^^freeB' -'exerted .-.oo"him

mild"that ^as'-'a'-TaEtter of faet^
the -emptoyee had^*-

effect
stated that he was going toieaYe^^
that he re-ceived iiiforraatlon frotnr^"awother^ •' s^otjrc-e"'t'O" -the'

that the operator^ of the BBrvice-'^BtatlOB''had''^l5eB^
and had beesi told he would lose the patroBa-ge ©f the white citi-
EBBB i^-"the- cmmmmttj- if the-'Wegrtr-'were- nerfe- -fired"; -

,^

I |
m@Btl0y3red-"that a -leyB ...wfeo^ reaiieiS'-'to Jaefe^wi- -B^med^

'

osTMfferei%"''la't±vtdBaa:t^^ '''grgisi_^iB'^-'a>'-B»il prnfell-ca-tloB' called
tblff "pSSpSit • vlS^'^'^dlBtriio.iate4

w '"ga
'^^^.Eagle --E2re.:;:5 Aceordliiig--t'@

l

m&lBlj in- the '.geBeral - a3*ea- aroraiS
approximately :lB Becemto'eri' IfS^i the €ttli^eBS ©^mmell mailed
espies- of the *^'Ea©Le' Eye-'"^^ ^thremyhomfr "thQ Mtata- 1^ .a^ira

^' effort to

"BBd^i'i, -'^hTOfever>. that

3show that the/Uegro'ls bec©mtog'•immasageaMe

g

I ladvlj^ed

that he is 021 :the, .imlliiig list for ^"The • Eagle -Eye '''aud: that
furthermore he receive-s "Bmmerous mimeographed -papers^ frtm the
eitlzeBS Council of •'MlsslsBippi. le 'adYlsed that he had no
further' imformat lour coucerpiiifg-iioEtmBt'- matterV'-''-

On January 24, 1955,

1

i(N).r 1

©reemTilie, was iBtervIewed.

|

1

1
/I--,

[ ] said that the main method employed by the gltizens
e^misoll which had been noted .by him ha® "beeis t-O' exert'.'piresBure on-

Begroes^ by withdrawing- credit* to them, le- stated -that? in his opinion
this is- morally wrong bmt no violation -of civil rights; or any
other laws, and, as a matter of fact^ he -stated hedid 'not know-

of any violations- eommitted by the GltlK-en®' Comnella^ le^ aald
he had heard reports concemlng contact® made on Negroes at
Belzoni to have them withdraw their istames from the voting
rollo le stated It was his landerstandlng that the Me^o voters
had been approached by individuals^ not as members of the Citi-
zens C@uncil,and furthermore these activities were going on
long before- the"(?itizens'^aomncll waa formed* ^

said that while he did ni3»t approve of the
citizens eomncil of Mississippi^ he knew ©f no violations which
had been committed by these gromps*
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©r5 Jamary 25, 1955/ Ir. T^ 1* Mo IWAl® (n), lomM Bayom,
was intei^viewed", le- aiviaed'tkat fee-i-a tbe BT^r'Se^n^-aBt chief ©f
thie Friei3t®liip - ei iKilc ani' fee- 1®^ al-s^o^ fresident ^-wt^ ^Jie-'^llsBiB'slppi
Regional C<imBCii-of'Negr© leaderBiilp wblcii was -©rgaBlzed four
years ago-to- prorrtote good'-ettiz-eirjrstoitp-aist-raee relatlOBsklp*

iro IWAll' stated- that tfee avowed purpose of tke Sitizens-
S©uxicll- has 'been-'t©. preveB-t- ItstegratiOB 'I'ln 'tke 'seteools'.aBd- to-

prevent MegroeB' 'from votii^go le said to .attain "ttene^eersdSi,
the GitlsseBs Comieil has ' stated they would mse the followiiag
methods

They would see that credit is frosen 'Esid Bi^i-eiiidlisg- agency-
would lend momej to a legroi ttet .mo white -ginB' woBii-giB ^©ttoB '

for a legrt'i that white laBdlorto womld make 'legrd reirsterS' movej
that they womld not hire 'NegraeBj EM'd that they-'wwmld' defeat
at the poiis-aBy eazjd±dmte-wh0"tead-'"0tfeer •0bJ*eetlve^*-tB min^-o

le eaid'that to date-'to ^the-feest' of his '^kB0wl€4ge the';^^^^^

activities- of the-eitizeB®- Som^ioaii ii-e-oiiBectli^B''with 'the' -

^e^roes has teeeu confined' "to a war of uerveBo l![e;-®tated'that
he' received a rep,ojit that credit was ©mt off In a ca'se 1b-
volvii3g ' oue

I I
who was ' purctoslBg iamd B/t Percy^

MisjisslPBio le^stairecn Ihada loa^ -at the lauk- at lollasi-
dSr©^ 'Mississippi. -le-was reportedly callM ii toy/the President
of -the bank and was told it was'^MBtermtoM' he*-hmd-'att'eitidel a
meeting of .the Mississippi e'tmpcll ©flegr® Leadership • le was
told that there, would never be any integration in the sehoals
and his loan womld not be extended*.

H@¥A11 stated he had heard that a legre- undertaker j, ©ne
1 Belzonl, MisslBgigpi, had be^sa^^toili^t^o^wl'thd^

Tfrs regis-erat; lon^W "vote * He sai^d "ihat l^rthermore a direct
threat had been made to keep
from the polls*

}±.

Indianola, away

©To 1©WA1®. related that in. the first week in lovemb'er/. If5^^
the Knights of Tabor held their annual ina^lngat^I^^
Bald that ln>'a0Bnectltm 'therewith^ they had •an:"'0ratorlcal' contest,,

topic of which was' ^integration^ • IQWAlBsaM' that 'the-leaders .of

the Khights of Tabor were called in by some of the white leaders
in the community at Indlanola, and were told not to discuss any
phase of Integration or if they Intended to do so, they would
have to hold^"*thelr'me^ttng'at some-^^other'towno'

As- mentioned previously^ iToliWAl© stated that he had .no .

factual Information concerning-any- violation of olvll. rights,

or violation of any laws on the part of the GltizenB Council
but that so. far, their main activities have been copfIned t©
a war of nerves against the MegroeSo
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I I
advised -SA EfEKETT ©u Fefermary 4^ 19&f-'

that %^^ Givi'zemn- Q0vm^ll tewlrea^^tD 'eooperate wltte'-'-iFegy^ees-.-^wfeO'

feel tfeat separate bmt eqisal faeiittl-es are 'beet- iB tfee-S0iith#
Economic pressure' is to be ~'aitFret"mt bm-cIi-'agitators" as AilllBST0N-
1I§1 Qf JaeksoB^ MlsBisMpplj^.-wfe® 'Sttr-'iap'tr^Mfele^''^^ trremjpousi-
ble acts and words, le -stated tlbat tfee pressures 'of- "the" eouijcil
are Bot t© be' directed agaiist all legroes bmt Just mudesirable
^i^ijeSo

b6
b7C

y

[ ] also -stated -tkat at tfee. instaiEice of the-lelxoni
eitiz.eias e©miicil^ City and ©©mimty laglBtrars are tBterrogat-
i^g. botM Megpm aM wMite appiieaBts -to -be reg!i^tere#^¥©t ars-
on tMair uBierstaBdlBg-' of the State COTftitutloBo -As a-^resttlt^
several wliite people 'have been disqualified due.. to- illiteracy*
le stated tfeat-.tJie Association is 02:je te^^dred percent behind
legislmtiOB peBding-liJ- the State Legislature' to efuallise school
facilities .aiod the white people are willing t® have themselves,
taxed aidlti0i3fally;-±i5- order^^'tf© bMild'-'better'Megr©"'#c|hi©0i^s

[ added that at -the last meeting -of the' Bglsoi^i,
eitisens drauclJ^^^ which wasJ^eld iB^jatHsry', 1955> the'^

prii!ri"^3[jS-]^a]|^^ a cawdtdafeefor fovennor
0f^Mirssi&slppT»*''ie stated' 'tM 'the C®mi^cl~'l'*plalB''t.0'^have all

. caBdi^dates' for ioveraor speak at meetfags so that their stand
©B segregation can be evaluated* le- stated that one of the
major functions of the Citizens Council is t^ .©'creem' ail J

candidates for State and local offices -©n the -(pestloii of, segre-
gation so that the Council cam re€"OTiteBd--''BUTpp€i^'-:or-''oppositlon

•

to those candidates, '-according t-® what is believed t'O' be
for the best- interests- of" the white people' in Mississippi

•

8, 1155, tkat
1 further advised SA EVEHEfT on February

j
ehairman of the Indianola Siti-^

^f^YfM fSm3TnniilA>iia.£i roica nim of an inc ident related t

o

I I

Merchant s ^Louis e s 'Misslss ip.pl , Aby
farm"nUirir^Hr^ed

[ ] a debtj^ r
ipit A 1

I
|to lend

told him thathim $5®.©© prior to Christmas of 195^«
he was getting out of the money-lending business and in
addition had heard that the Negro had registered as a
voter J therefore, he refused to lend the money • The Negro
returned later the same day, or the following day, and again
apDroached l 1 He told \ I

that he had gone to Belzoni
and removed his name from the voters*^ list and again asked
for the loan, which was granted.

Attempts to locate and interview
Mississippi, on February S and 9^ 1955

Belzoni,
were unsuccessful.
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©bservatlon on February f, 1955^ W SA SEOME. MEBETT^ bf
the list ©f " registered ^Megro voters lim lumpkreys Qmmtj^ which
was made aTallable by

] "I ^^^^"^JLt &©urt glerk-^
dlselosed a total of izy who ima reglBtered^ BurtBg October -

_aM. November^ lf5^> eighteen of that number had given
|

I

signed authQi?ltv to caneel theiy registration/ whlGM was
aoneo The name of

| |
was not cancelled*

(M)>r:
557

, , 1 Indian0la J,

MBSlssippl.£^©n Feli:»T^B.rj n^>(I0hj advised SA EfERETf^ that'le^
naB^r^fcelved no threats frotrShe' Citizens Council or. from

„

Individuals le stated that he had never had a large planta-'|y^(/^
tlon practice hut Mome ©f his farm patiaBti have ti)li. him —
that the farm ©wners had advised them tfea-t a^j bills tMey.
Incurred wltk[ '

ThiB^ he saidc>

doetaro

wauld not le. paid fey the farmers.
was a suggestion that they g® to SOTxe other

_^^_^^__ stated that all of the publicity he has received
concerning the economic pressure being br-^tiLght to bear against
him actually has helped him, since It has brouAt him new
patients in a number larger than th^se he lost

^

I I

stated that he has been a member ,of the Matloiiml Association
f^r the Advancement of Colored People ®lnce his college
days and he feels that one reastn for the economic pressure
against him. is the fact that an article written by^him appeared
in the i)ct®ber 29, 1953 issue of the ©larion Ledger, -a Jaekson,
MlsslBSippi newspaper of wide circulation, advocating efual .

sehiisl faeilltleSo le^ stated that he; has never advocated
integration, singe he was bom and reared at Indlanola, and
he teowB better than to try and agitate, for integration at -this
tlmeo

±hB-

qualified to

stated as another example of economic
Job

pressurg.
£aAt that the County will not give his wife a

although she is a college graduate and much better
than many ©f the legr©

|

y high school educations*county who have on]

in the

[ [
stated that about two years ago, when he was

endeavoring to register as a voter at Indlanola, he heard from
"third--hand rumors" that some of the white people at a Rotary
Club meeting had intimated that something might happen to him*
Ha stated that this was before the Citizens Council was organ

-

lEedo le further stated that he had no idea of being run out
of the State of Mississippi as this is his home and in addition
he has a year and a half remaining on his pledge to the State
to practice medicine In MlBslsslppl five years, that being part
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©f his obligation to the State in repaying a loan by the State
Education Board to finance his medical edMcatloB*

WILL LmE (¥)^ Chief of Police^ Indlanola^ advised SA EfERETT
on February 8^ 1955* that no complaints concerning violence, or
threats have been received by him from any Negro or have" been
reported to him by "any .source with regard to activity of the
Citizens Council or individuals possibly members- ©f the Council.

Ac
I n (H)^ Patrolman^ Indianola Police Department,

dvlsed there has been no indication of force or threats- being
/exerted bv the Citizens Council against Negroes, in that communltyo.

I
stated he knew of no legroes losi'jog tfeali^f J©feB a^ a result

or Cmn^ll activity and there hnn been no cliEBge tm the relation-
ship between whites and Megroes as fai* as he ^^an aeeo He stated
'that the Negro school athletic teams still use the stadium at the
white school for their athletic contests^, sslnce they do not have
a stadium of their ovm. Me advised that the white people in the
comimnlty have continued to aid legra Cterelwv^ aid those in
needo

/ I I advised that
| „ I

'^^ considered a radical by the
legroes.in Indianola. and is net liked by them^ because he feels
superior to them* He stated that

| ] wlll not ' cooperate.
with his own people and that he doesrift have a large medical
practice because he charges more tM^n the white doctors charge.

suffers will be
the Citizens

[e stated that any financial damage ^__^^^_^^
mf his own making rather than by any action of
Comn'eil o

[
further stated he feels that the Citizens Councils

were organized as a result of hysteria over the recent Supreme
Court decision and rumors that Negroes were going to press for
immediate integration of the school So le stated that actually
most of the Negroes in Mississippi do not want integration but
did want equal facilities and opportunities « He stated that
the Negro must educate himself to the level of the white people
and earn his place before there will be a change. In the
Southo

I
i State Bistrlct Attorney (¥)^ Winona,

Mississippi^ advised: SA EVEEETT on February 2^ lf55i> that
he knows of no pressure on Negroes in that locality but that
after, hearing about economic sanctions being imposed^
all @f the Negroes "^o had .registered to vote voluntarily
remdvai their names from the registered voters list* He stated
that in his opinion they decided it was to their financial
advantage to remove their names.
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©©BcerRlBg imo-Ment'B- which ml^% liEva- ^/^a- f ©s-terefl fey
'

1 a legr
1955,
the Glttzei^B Gmxmcll. le stated thatf
empl©yed by ELLIS HAIDWAIE COMPAIY^ Wto^mT^Ml^leeB actlve^:Hi ^

i3trgti5g M@gr@ea to register and vote* BmrlBg the latter part .^/cs
©f 195^.^ I I was flred^ without amy Btatement ©f the- lU^'
reasoBe A short time later he was rehired by the ^riware
Company 'and Is still employed there.

>^ /^
stated that a taxi •QppiF^B.top, was

In addition

5

also- actl¥e- 1b mrgtog le^gra'efl^f© Tote
had glTen the city c©Bslderable traufele fey hiriiiig relSIell" w ,

drivers aM" by allegedly hamllng whiskey iirs hi® eatoao The ' IJ^
eity eauoelled his taxi permit ob the ba^ig of eomplatats re-
©el¥ei agalBst the operatioB theretf

*

As a restilt ©f these tw© iBcliei^ts. stated the
Megroes got the idea that the Citizens C©Mrieil was respOBSible
f#r them aimd without any 'Urging had their names removed from
the voters'' lists* le stated that bo • Information has come
to his attention indicating any force or violence in that
eommunity attributable to Gltissens Gomncll Committee^*

EiaLiSMES

T© the Bureau 2 photostats ofj

T© lew Orleans 1 photostat of j
*

- 58 -

l.^'A Review of BLACK M0HBAI'', by.

Judge TOM Po BHADY, of the l4th
gircmit Court Bistrlct^ Brook-
haven^ .Miss,^ in an address
made to the Indianola Citizens
Comncll l®/2i/54o

2. Pamphlet ''FREE AHl PEAKLESS*'
edited and published by
HAHll WILLIAM FfLE^'^TlE POLI-
TICAL IEPCITEI'% November, 195*
issue «'

3» Lette^^^L^^L/JESSfSSlPPIAMS''
wffh keadpS^^J^^^^ .

Citizens Couioils of. Mississippi
. WijtpnaT'^ 'Mlssis'sfppl p ^Becember 8

,

r954'^''^sllneaT''For the .Executive
eommittee, by Robert B. Patter-
son, Secretary, Citizens Council"

l^^
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EMGL@STOES. (C®NTiliUE©) 4. ""©ffieial Election Hetui^s on
tfee AmeBiment T® Kaise Teter
QtialifIcatlosas in Mlsalssippi
Comparison of 19^2 lettiz<>is

with 1954 Returns^

5. "Hews Bulletin Mo. 3 dated
Becember 3©, 1954"

1 ID / Lv

mxmss llssissippl"^witfe
letterMesd ®f "Asso'ciatiOH
of Cltlseras ©®us3r@lls ®f .

Mississippi, WlBoaa,Miss-
issippi'" dated lecember
31* 1954 and signed
®H®S1T..-B, PATTEKS01
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H^QRHANIS

[

Confidential Informant T-1 is

I
whose Identity is not i^eisg oisciosed b.^ nis re-

quest. He was contacted fey SA JOm ©ANIEL STOLIfAH on 2/2/55.

Confidential Informant T-2 is

view ©r MIS employment.,
©n Fetonaary 7^) ;19!55<.

1
wliose Identity Is mot "tlsciOBea. ^n
e was coirstactei fey SA TI@MAS So lOPlMS

G@BfldeBtlal IifQrmant T-B lsf
whose identity Is' not disclosed- 1b

view of Mis employment • G®iitactei toy. SA TTOMAS S, lOPKHS on

2/r/55o

Goisfldentlal Imfomant f-4 is
|

nftee l.deiitlty is
knowB to the Bmream. le was ooBtaoted W SA mOMS S. HOPKINS
m 2/8/55.

Confideitlal InformaBt T-*5 is
of the Memphis BiYislo]nij,[

by.SA JiM BAIIEL SlLLITAl m^/iii/bb^
who was contactei

_GiifiieBtlai'- IiiiformaBt T-6 is
^

of the Memphis IIyIsIob contacted fey BA ti0MAS £**

MFHUa ®2f5 5^/B/55o

eOTfidential Informant T-7 is[

m view of his employment I

contacted toy SA TI©MAB §• lOPKIHS on 2/1/55

Iwhose name is toeing protected
He was

b6
b7C
b7D

b6
b7C

b2
b7D

b6
b7C
b7D

b6
b7C

lEFEiEICEg Letter from the Birector to Assistant attorney
Seneral William F. Tompkins dated 12/l§/54

with copies to Hew Orleans, Memphis and
Birmingham

•
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INTERNAL SECURITY
\ /-'

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: )^^ n
The Citizens CoimCllS (of M1fi<;i .g^^ippi ^ r^f^^r^rM^i-.^r^l^r o-nr^ar^-i ?4f^
Indianola . MiBs, during July,, 1954,

] ROBERT B. PATTERSON, Haliy Hidge, M^s«

^^

Indianola
Executive Secretary, -Reportedly group organized to peace
fully oppose the integration 'of the races and to bring
economic pressure on Negro leaders who push segregation

I issue. (Iroup reportedly opposed to violence and hopes to
J accomplish pixrpose by legal means. Coimcllsj reportedly em-

brace the leading citizens in many of the communities and
are peaceful and law abiding. According to newspaper ac-
counts Councils are thickest in Mlss« Delta^ where Negroes.
reportedly outnumber v;hites 4»lo Allegedly. 54 Citizens
Councils organized in 82 counties in Miss. Citizens
Council of Simpeon Countyi MisSo organized by group of
Negroes and reportedly opposed to integration of races

„

Informant reports 30,000 Klansmen In State of Miss .. who .

reportedly are publicly members of a ^'Citizens Committee •* o/tc^
Member of Citi-Eens Coincil^ Yazoo County^ Miss.^ den^
any Klan association of members o
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DETAILS^

The title in ^this case Is being changed to re--

fleet the additional name of-i4ssociatlon of , Citizens | QQ^nci
of _MissiBsippi which newspaj^r "articles indioate' to be the
tTtle^of the state-wide orggpi^ation

o

i^i \ -^ d. "A a ^ .

jY>Vss /. X -.-'- ^y\
This investigation is predicated uponf «fta/mem0"

rand-um dated December 10^ lp54 from the Honorable WIMrlAM
F. TOMPKINS^ Assistant Attorney General^ Internal Security
Division^ Department of Justice ^ who forwarded an article
which appeared in the Washj^ngton Post and the Times Herald
on Sunday^ November 21^ 195^^ regarding The Citizens Councils
(of Mississippi) o 1 /

MTo TOMPKINS suggested that an investigation be
made regarding this organization with a view to it being
considered for designation pursuant to Executive Order NOo
10450 relating to the Federal employee security program o He
Indicated that particular emphasis should be placed on any
policies or activities which indicate that the organization
had "adopted a policy of advocating or approving the com-
mission of acts of force and violence to deny others their
^rights under the Constitution of the United States"

«

A photostatic copy of the above-mentioned
article was enclosed and was written by a BEN PRICE o This
article alleged that *'a new tjrpe of antl-Negio vigilante
movement ">«using boycotts instead of bullwhlps--has arisen in
at least one state in the South" ^ This article stated that a
network of Citizens Councils in Mississippi have been organ-
ized in 22 of Mississippi's 82 counties and are spreading

o

It indicated that their purpose was to apply economic pressure
to "trouble-makers" J who would upset the "Southern way of life",
This article described a "trouble-maker" as anyone who advo-
cates compliance with the Supreme Court decision against racial
segregation.

This article reported that the Councils » ire
was directed against "outside agitators" in general and the
National Association for the Advancement of ColQr^d People
in particular. The article quoted Dr« EMMETT Jy^STRINGER/
a Columbus (Mississippi) dentist^ President of the NAAQPr^ as
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saying he believed there had been some action on the part of
the Councils by stating **we had a branch president^ a merchant^
who had to give up. A group of white men drove up to his
store and told him to get in the caro He did and they took
him to his banko There were the banker^ his wholesaler
and other people who gave him credit o They told him they
would give him no moreoooHe had to give up^ go bankrupt or
get out" o According to the article^ Dro STRINGER also told
of a Negro doctor i-^hose patients were advised not to go to
him anymore and it was reported that the doctor was active
in the NAACP«-..The article also quoted STRINGER as saying
"a3K for me^ I can^t get credit anywhere in Mis-slssippi^ and
I^m Just getting started^- too^\

The article further repoi^ted that *'after exis»
tence of the semi-secret eounclls first was reported by the'

Associated Press In late summer^ the Mis^sisslppi Assembly
representative from Sunflower County^ Mrs^ WIIMA bA^SLEDGE^
issued what she called a ^clarifying statement*^.' al^t . the
organisation*'

»

"She said the Coimcila ^are a widespread group
composed of reliable white m.ale citizens who believe that
segration is not discrimination and are organized for the
sole purpose of maintaining segregation" o

,

"She added;
violence in any form^"^

''They do not and will not advocate

The article further reported that ^'while the
Councils propose to fight the Supreme Court "^s decision by
legal means ^ there are undercurrents that suggeBt violence
would be tolerated^ if necessary^ to ^keep the Negro in his
place *^^.

This article reported that at a meeting
October 12 ^ (195^) at Winona, a state organization of the
Councils was set up with ROBERT Bo PATTERSON^ a Holly Ridge
planter and former college football star^ as executive secre-
taryc It was reported that PATTERSON was the only official
whose name has been made public and he plans to establish a
permanent office in Winona

o

This article reported that -the first
Citizens Council was organized "in Sunflower-^Gounty^s seat.^

. / - 3 - ' ^
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the town of Indlanola^ and It began with a meeting of five or
six men in a private homeo Among those reportedly present
ware PATTERSON and HERMAN MOORE^ head of the Indlanola Banko

It was reported that the plan for the Coiincils
was reportedly drawn from the book ^ "Black Monday^^ by Cir-
cuit Jiidge TOM Po BRADY of Brookhaven^ in which the theory of
economic pressures Is advanced

o

It was reported that MOORE subsequently became
chairman of the Indlanola Council and the minutes of this
first meeting were duplicated and distributed throughout the
State to a carefully se^cted mailing listo According to
the minutes^ ARTHUR Jol^LARK^ JRo^ an attorney^ explained:
*'^it is the thought of €ur group that the solution to this
problem may become easier if various agitators and the like
could be removed from the communities in which they now
operate o We propose to accomplish this through the careful
application of economic pressures" ,

According to this article^ with the accoimt of
the Indlanola meeting went a statement urging members to read
certain publications « The bulk of them^ while anti-Negro^ are
also anti --Semitic o

This article further reported that in another
mailing from Indlanola^, October V^^ the point was mades
"Unless we organize^ the Negro leaders will continue to
exert pressure until violence breaks out^ and then^ regard-
less of how jovi feel^ you will be drawn into the conflict^
for the issue v/ill be black against white" o

PATTERSON was interviewed^ according to the
article^ and said that "as long as there is no integration,
there will be no trouble » We sincerely mean every wordo We
have the interest of the Negro at heart as much as our own.
A lot of people will oever understand thato We don^t expect
them to understand"

o

families,
fine"o

"I am living here on a plantation with 35 Negro
We never have any trouble and we are getting along

- 4
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integx'ate

.

He said "CormmmlBts are trying to rnake us
weaken us and destroy us"

«

The article also quoted Dro A^ Ho McGOY^
a Negro dentist in Jackson^ MlBBlsBlppl^ as sayings *^In

Jackson^ where there is more intelligence and educa.tion^
I donH think there will be much trouble^ but in the
rurals^ where all they^'ve heard is BilbO"type,.talk and
vfhere they can barely read and write<--many whites^ too^
I raean^-there may be trouble'^ o

^^^Mhen they integrate^ they might as well
have Federal agents around; the local law enforcement
officers won^t protect the Negro There is danger these
Cltisens Councils may whip up sentiment among the less
desirable elements" o

**If there is violence^ the white people are
going to shed bloody toOo You know a man sometimes will
let you push him around^ but you start monkeying with his
children and he forgets about the hereafter^'' o

AT JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

I . ^ORIGIN, SCOPE AND GENERAL ACTIVITIES

New Orleans Confidential Informant T^l, of
known reliability-, advised that The Citizens Councils (of
Mississippi) were originally organized during the, late
summer of 195^ i^ the Mississippi Delta^ where In some
counties the Negro Population exceeds that of the white

o

He stated that, acdbrding: to his information^ a banker by
the name of

|
1 Indianola^ Mississippi^ was re-

portedly the founder of the organization and he understands
that the headquarters of the organization are now located in
Winona, Mississippi He reported that the organization has
some following in most of the counties in Mississippi^ but
that it is predominantly in the Mississippi Eelta area^ and
most of the activities of the organization have been centered
in that areao

T"l advised that his understanding of the
purpose of the organization is to peacefully oppose the

b6
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integration of the races and to bring aconoBilc pressure on
the Negro leaders who push the segregation issue o He claimed
he understood that the group would not stand for, any violence
and hopes to accomplish its purpose by legal means o He
claimed that he was inclined to believe that the purposes of
the organization had all been published in newspapers and he
did not feel that this was a front group for any radical or
subversive organisation

o

Through the Archives and History Department^
State of Mississippi^ issues of the Jackson Clarion-Ledger
nevrnpcipex^B were made available for* the months of September^
October and November ^ 195^ 3,nd were reviewed

It was noted^hat in an article appearing on
September 10^ 195^^ by SAMi^OHNSON^ of the Associated Press^
several unidentified legipQators were quoted as saying
white men who want to keep segregation in force are banding
into ** citizens 5 councils" throughout Misgl.aaippi o The art»
icle further. quoted this same source as saying that "these -men
want to persuade first but are determined to use force if
necessary" o Representative DAYE WOMACK of Humphreys County
in the Delta was' quoted in the article as saying "We have
one of them^ the strongest in the state o We have about 500
members and they mean buBlness"o The article reported that
one state representative had stated that practically every
county In the state has organi^ed^ or 'is organizing and it
was no secrete The article quoted the representative as
stating "We want them (Negroes) to know it in our county"

c

According to the article^ this legislator held the view that
if Negroes know about the councils they will not try to enter
white schools. This would prevent bloodshed^ the representa-
tive was quoted as saying o This article further quoted
several leaders as saying^ "The peaceful approach was being
emphasized" J but some other legislators from the Delta and
other "black counties" where Negroes outnumber Whites^ pre»
dieted bloodshed and said force will be necessary to keep
Negroes from entering white schools . The article quoted one
representative as saying "a few killings" would be the best
thing for the state Just before the people vote on a proposed
constitutional amendment empowering the legislature to abolish
public schools. This article stated that the desire to avoid
violence was emphasized by a council member who Insisted on
remaining anonymous o It quoted him .as saying "we want the-
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people assured that there Is responsible leadership which will
and can handle local segregation problems*^

*^If that is recognized^ there will be no cause
for any hot-headed bunch to start a Ku Klux KIeHo If we fall^
though^ the temper of the public may produce something like
the Klano"

This article reported th&t Mayor BILL CARAWAY
of Leland^ remarked^ "We are trying a peaceful and Intelligent
approach to a very difflcujLt probleirio^^c

MTo MARTU^yHEARDT^aLeland Insurance man^ was
quoted In the article as/saying^ "Our groups of individuals
whc have met together (did so) In order to provide a respon-
sible^ sincere and effective leadership in maintaining
^^gi^^S^tlon^ which we believe to be for the best Interest of
both the white and colored races o" The article quoted another
council member as saying^ ^*We hope to prevent violence by
offering a civilized method of dealing with the segregation
probleMo Somebody has to be the spokesman for the majority
of the white people^ and it is a lot better to have that
somebody be on the side of reason and the lawo"

On September 13^ 195^ > an article appeared in
the Clarion-^Ledger newspaper^ Jackson^ Mississippi^ which is
quoted below

s

"The Citizens'' Councils (for preservation of
segregation) which are growing by leaps and bounds
in Missiselppi„. have as one of their major purposes
the prevention of violence between the races.

"The Councils^ which are flourishing In both hill . .|^

and Delta sections of the state ^ hope to use persua- )
sion and economic sanctions to enforce segregation ^-=-

and definitely deplore threats of violence^ a spokesman
said Sunday

e

"The Councils are being organized by counties
and by communities o They embrace the leading citlsens
in many of the communities in which organized^---and
these are peaceful and law-abiding^ the spokesman

- 7 -.
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pointed outo Furthermore^ they are citizens who
recognize that in some seetlons and In certain res-
pects^ the Negro citizens have not been given facl'=

llties that should have been provided c The Coimclls
favor Justice for both races in these ma.tters^ but
are opposed to expansion of Negro registration and
voting

o

*' Council meetings are not secret affairs^ this
spokesman said<^ but are held openly j^ --often in public
school building

o

**A typical invitation to Join a Council includes
a statement that annual dues are $5^ and says ^We must
stand together and present a, united front in the days
of crisis ahead « Your membership is urgently needed

o

If all counties in Mississippi and in the South were
organised as we have done<> what would our possibilities
be? We will be, in position to support any national
organization that we feel sanction^ our ideals ^'o

*'The invitation is presented to persons believed
to be ^a freedom-->loving American who believes in sep-
aration of the races ^ with liberty and Justice for
botho You are invited to Join our local Citizens^
Council^ which is being organized and dedicated to
upholding racial segregation in our community o We
plan to organize and unite all locals patriotic white
citizens to direct and support our local and state
officials^ o

*^ Organization of the Councils usually follows
a pattern of a chairman and his immediate advisors^
and four main committees with duties assigned in the
fields of Politics and Elections^ Information and
Education, Membership and Finance j, and Legal Advisory.

**The Political and Elections committee is
charged with screening all candidates in local and

'

state elections against those who might be seeking
the Negro vote. If necessary^ organize a white
private election within our own group to combat
the Negro bloc vote (as in our old white primary).

I

8
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Discomrage Hegro registration by every legal means

c

'^The Information and Education committee is
to gather segregation Information from over the
nation; seek facts to present to the people^ edmea-
ting all citizens^ black and white ^ to the advan»
tagas of segregation^ and the dangers of Integra--
tion; handle speakers^ press and radio; coordina-
tion with similar organizations

o

**The Membership and Finance committee seeks
^' white patriotic voters^ for membership

o

"The Legal Advisory eommittee=ls to antici-
pate moves by agitators^ and to devise legal metos
of handling the problems that may arise o It will
provide legal counsel for members and recommends
application of economic pressure to trouble-makers.

"The Council spokesman who made this informa-
tion available Sunday was interested in Informing
the general public^ both white and colored^ that
the organisation not only has no plans for use of
violence^ but feels talk of extra-legal action is
Inflammatory and harmful to the purposes of the
Councils o"

Another article appearing in the Clarion-Ledger^
Jackson^ Mississippi^ on Seg^bember Ik^ 195^^ quoted MrSo WILM
SLEDGE/ a state representative^: as defending the "Citizens
Councils" on the floor of the Mississippi Legislature stating
"They do not and will not advocate violence In any formo These
councils will maintain segregation through unit;y of purpose^
consolidation of public opinion^ and utillzatlbn of all legal
means available" o She was reported as saying^ "There are some
operations of the council which for obvious reason cannot be
publicized" o She added that "such operations will be legal"

o

It was reported that MrSo SLEDGE ^s statement was prompted by
an Associated Press story which announced the existence of the
councils o The article further quoted an unidentified planter
from Yasoo County as saying that economic force was the handiest.
of white tools and "We wonH gin their cotton^ we won^t allow

/. them credit and we won^t rent them houses if Negroes try to
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break down segregation" . This article said that the councils
were the thickest in the rlch^ agricultural Delta^ the
plantation area of Mississippi^ where Negroes outnumber
whites as much as 4-1

In an Associated Press article dated September
26^ 1954 J 3nd appearing in the Clarion-Ledger on September
2J, 1954 lender a Mound Bayou^ Mississippi dateline^ it was
reported that a special meeting of the Regional Council of
Negro Leadership (HGNL) took a united stand against efforts
to keep Negroes in the state from voting or entering white
schools o A spokesman for the group reportedly predicted
that the Citizens Councils recently organized in an effort
to enforce segregation would be disastrous to white business-
men o According to the article^ resolutions teat were adopted
included^ lo Mississippi Negroes should register^ pay poll
taxes and votej 2o State universities and colleges should
accept Negro students immediatelyo It was reported^ however^
that the delegates voted two to one against any concerted
move toward ending segregation in public schools before the
final Supreme Court decision on how it should be done.

On October 24^ 1954^ an article appeared in the
Clarion-Ledger newspaper^ Jackson-^ Mississippi^ which is
quoted below

s

"Ex-Senator Fred Jones^ Inverness^ member of the. Sun-
flower county board of supervisors ^ Friday called on
citizens in all counties of Mississippi to organize
units of the Association of Citizens Councils of
MiBSiaeippi aa a protection for'the white raceo

"He described the Citizens « Council as ^an organiza-
tion designed to alert and mobilize public opinion
and to accomplish our aims and objectives in a
legal and orderly manner

o

"Mro Jones said that 21 counties have already set
up chapters of the Citizens'^ Council and offered
to go into any county of the state on invitation^
to assist in forming local organizations affiliated
with the state order

o

10



m
NO 105»492

"In a letter of explanation^ apparently forwarded to
leaders In all sections of the state ^ he reports that
coimties now organized are working to counteract ex»
pected pressure for Integration by the Uo So Supreme
Court o The letter follows^

*'Last Tuesday a meeting was held in Winona^ Missis-
sippi^ to consolidate into a State organization the
various Citizens Council Groups over the State of
Mississippi At this meeting twenty<-one counties
were represented^ but it is imperative that all of
the eighty-two counties of the State organize o Here .

in the South we face a dark and bitter moment o Our
way of life and our civilization are threatened with
destruction o The traditions^ the conventions ^ the
ta,boos and the basle concept of a people represent
the storehouse of their social usages^ and if you
destroy this you have destroyed their culture and
their civilization

o

^^As dark and as bitter as the hour may seem
there is yet time to save our heritage for our chil-
dren and our grandchildrenc Our foreparents faced
an even darker moment o There was a day when our
land was garrisoned with Yankee and Negro troops
and our own Southern people were disfranchised

o

At that time our State government had a Negro Super-
intendent of Education^ and Negro speaker of the
House ^ and there were Negro Sheriffs scattered all
over the State of Mississippi.

^^Here was legal integration and we had lost
our election ma^chinery^ but back in the dark and
bitter days of reconstruction^ we had had the
courage to stand with their backs to the wall and
fight for the things they cherished and believed In^
Had our foreparents been less^ we of the South would
today be a mongrel and mulatto race^ and if we fail
to meet the challenge of this hour descendants will
mingle and mate with the Negro raeeo

"The Citizens Coimcil is an organization
designed to alert and mobilize public opinion and to

«= 11 »
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accomplish our alms and objeetives in a legal and
orderly manner o In the eoimties where we have
been organized^ our lawyers^ our bankers and. our
business men have been the leaders in this organic
nation o If our highest type of citizenship fails
to supply a plan to maintain segregation and the
integrity of the white race<, then the wrong crowd
will supply the leadership and there will be
violence and bloodshed

*^We can accomplish our purposes largely with
economic pressure in dealing with members of the
Negro race who are not cooperating^ and with mem-
bers of the white race who fail to cooperate^ we
can apply social and political pressure

«

"If^en the final decree of the Supreme Court
is written the real pressure in the matter of
segregation will begin o Walter White^ Negro
leader for the Society for Advancement for Colored
People will speak in Jackson early in November.

**White would not have dared to do this ten
years ago^ but our complacency has shown the Negro
that aggressiveness might pay off o You will recall
tha,t last spring the attitude of the Negroes of
Mississippi completely changed when the Supreme

.

Court decision was made and at the meeting held
in Governor's White ^s^ office these Negro leaders
demanded a surrender. The Constitutional Amend-
ment to abolish public schools and the organiza-
tion of Citizens Councils have dampened the ardor
of these Negro leaders^ and all of this goes to
prove that a firm stand is what is needed. Unless
we organize^ the Negro leaders will continue to
exert pressure until violence breaks out and then
regardless of how you feel^ you will be drawn into
conflict for the issue will then be White against
Black

"In my opinion^ it is the duty of the leader-
ship in each community to see that peace and order ,

is preserved and violence averted o The best means

« 12 »
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of doing these things Is to organize a Citizens
Coioncil and if you need assistance In doing thls^
I will come^ or send at our own expense^ people
to assist yoUo**

An article written by DAYID BROWN under an
Indlanola^ Mississippi dateline appeared in the Clarion-
LeAger/Si October 24^ 195^^ which reported that ROBERT B .

^^TUT^^ymTTERSQN was the newly elected executive secretary
'

of tw^AsBoeiation of Citizens Councils of Mississippi o

This toicle stated ^ that in July" (195^ ( PATTERSON "and
five other men in Indlanola^ leading citizens including
a banker and others^ got together and formed the first
Citizens^ Council in Mssisslppio This article stated
that in all^ 25 out of Mississippi's 82 counties have
Citizens' CouncllSj which now cover most of the Delta
counties and embrace the breadth of Mississippi to the
Alabama llne^ with three scattered counties in South
Mississippi

o

The article quoted PATTERSON as saying
that the organization was "dedicated to the maintenance
of peace J good order and domestic tranquility within our
communities and our state ^ and to the preservation of our
States Rights" . He was quoted further as saying^ "Our
primary objective is the preservation of racial segregation
in our counties and in our state" o He sald^ "If we inte-
grated schools right here it would mean putting 20 white
children into a classroom with &0 Negro children a That
will never happen in Mississippi c There are two ways to
keep it from happenings-there is the violent and lawless
way., and there Is the peaceful and legal way. The purpose
of the Citizens^ Councils is to see that segregation is
maintained peacefully and legally « We have beeii falsely
described as prescribing vlolence»»we .have never considered
using force and in fact we are organized to prevent that
happenings We believe this is something that peaceful -

minded reasonable citizens can work out for themselves

.

We have some of the best leadership in Mississippi in our
organization It's a grass-roots movement—it* s an
origination of the people o We don^t have politicians o"'

An International News Service article dated
November 29^ 195^ bearing a Selma^ Alabama dateline appeared

- 13 "
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In the Glarion-Ledgerj, Jackson^ Mississippi^ on November 30^
1954, reporting that MiSBlssippi State Senator To Mo WILLIAB3S
of Lexington^ Mississippi ^ was invited to Selma by the Dallas
County Citizens^ Council to explain how the movement had
developed in Mississippi o It was reported by WILLIAMS that
54 citizens* councils had been formed in Mississippi's 82 •

counties and three other counties in addition ^ Dallas County
/'had been organized in Alabama o Reverend Mc H^CLA^^ Pres-

V byterlan Minister^ Lexington^ Mississippi^ r^orted told the
group that "Segregation is the till "of 'God^ fed if you keep
quiet on the matter,, you may see America fall^orvMrc M^
AUSTIN KEITH was reported as chairman of the Dallas Comity
Group o It was reported that more than 600 joined the Dallas
group and paid $3oO0 each as dues^, which KEIfH said would
be rsed In the segregation preservation campaign money with-
in the county

o

Detectives

[

Chief of PQllce Wo Do RAYPIELD and Chief of
I
NA^ Jackson Police Department^ ad-

vised on January 2J ^ 1955 and February 11 and l4, I955 that
they knew of no chapter of the Citizens* Councils in Jackson^
Mississippi or Hinds Coxmty^ Mississippi They reported that
Information which they had received indicated that the ac-
tivity of this group seemed to be centered in the Mississippi
Delta o Chief RAinPIELD repo/ted that he had received a copy
of an address made to the^i^ndtanAajCij^^^ on
October 28, 1954 by JudgelTOM P.fBRADY of the Fourteenth
Circuit Court District^ Brpokhavin^ Mississippi, which he
mad^e^avalTablT*"^ fhi^ address was reported' to be a review
ofK^Black Monday", a book written by Judge BRADY on the
St^reme Co-ai"'t ruling of ^toy "^IT^'lpB^r

State, advised that the Citizens
Office of the Secretary of
Coimcils (of Mississippi)

was not incorporated In the State of Mississippi o He did
prodijce a charter which was Issued to the Citizens Council
of Simpson County, Mississippi, which was incorporated on
July 2, 1954 <, The petition for this charter was filed by
So L. WALKER and the incorporators were WALKER, HUGH DAVIS
and C. He HARPER c The petition Included the names of GUY
McKIMIS^ EUGENE JACKSGH, JOHNNIE HAYS^ E, BARRON and
listed HUGH DAVIS as president^ and S,

taryo
Le WALKER as secre-

- 14
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The pmrpose for. which the corporation was
created was described as to "bring about a better under-
standing between the races and promote good will in solving
problems relating to Negroes; to promote and encourage a
program of citizenship training among the people of the
community J and to expose and combat Communism and all other
forces which are not in harmony with the democratic way of
life as set forth in the Constitution of the State of Mis-
sissippi and of the United States of America"

o

AT MENDENHALL, MISSISSIPPI

Circuit Clerkj Simpson County^
advised that all of the above individuals were Negroes and

]had voluntarily told him about the organization and
told him that this group in Simpson County was oppored to,

the integration nf thf^ r^gnea and the group was going to
take that stand o I [ stated that all of the members
of this group who were identified were qualified voters in
Simpson County, He stated that he did not know of any
white citizens of Simpson County who had organized a chap-
ter of the Citizens* Council

o

Mro GARRETT P. MULLINS and
Sheriff and Deputy Sheriff respectively, Simpson County^
advised that all of the members of the Citizens Council of
Simpson County who were identified were law abiding citizens*

New Orleans Confidential Informant T-3^ of
known reliability^ made available a ne^^rs bulletin on February
1^.. 1955^ dated January 2?^ 1955 j issued in connection with a
state-wide conference of the Association of Citizens*
Councils held in Jackson^ Mississippi on January 26^1955
at the Heidelberg Hotel.

The details of this meeting as reported in the
News Bulletin Noo 5 are as follows

s

"Judge Tom Po Brady of Brookhaven gave the invocation
followed by identification of the various counties

^*The Hon. Fred Jonesof Inverness was asked to report
on a Southwide Conference with representatives from
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ten states that had been held In Jackson on Jan-
uary *21 and 22 o MPo Jones reported that 'T^xas^
Louisiana^ Arkansas^ Tennessee^ Alabama^ Georgia^
Florida^ iSouth Carolina^ Virginia and Mississippi
all had fine delegations there o The group resolved
to form an organisation called "Federation for
Constitutional Government" o The idea was to create
a coordinating agency to work with the various state
organizations in preserving constitutional Govern-
ment whlch^ of course^ includes States^ Rights

o

The TeB^porary Chairman is John TJ, Barr^ the old
States^ Righer from Louisiana o An executive
committee was appointed to assist MTc Barr in
carrying out the aims of the organization o Itis
most Inspirational to know that our sister states
are standing with us at a time when -our State
sovereignty Is being so direly threatened o You
will be hearing more about this group

«

"Many fine speakers were heard following Mro Jones*
report^ including Speaker of the MlsslBSippi House
of Representatives^ Mr^ Walter Sillers of Rosedaleo
Mr^ Sillers emphasized the need for organization
in mobilizing and concerting public opinion against
the forces of evil which are attempting to destroy
us.

"The group decided to increase the State Associa-
tion Temporary Executive Committee to nine men^
one from each of the following counties? Holmes^
Leake^ L'^flore^ Hontgomerj/^ Noxubee^ Sunflower^
Lincoln^. Tate and Amite « These men were elected
uaanimouslyc

"The hearts and minds of those present were of one
accord^ that is^ to preserve our way of live and our
white heritage of sixty centtirles ^

"We believe the sentiments of the group there
represented those of at least 95^ of the white
population in our State

o

"Different speakers brought out the need for the
various religious groups to take a stand on the
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segregation issue on a local level a

"Another point brought out was the necessity of
seeing that our children are not taught left-wing
propaganda and the responsibility of the various
coimty groups in interesting our young people In
the great problem which we face today

o

"Khat we. must do now is for each county to go
back and complete the organization of their local
gronpB and then assist adjoining unorgani^e coxm™
ties to set up their organization o In this way^
in a few months we could complete the organiza-
tion of our State so that we might stand united
against the assault that will be thrust against
us In the near future o We always welcome sug-
gestions and recommendations from our local groups

c

They should be submitted either to one of our
Executive Committee or to the State Office

II. OFFICERS

ROBERT Bo "TUT" PATTERSON^ Executive Secre»
tary of the Association of Citizens Go-uncils of Mississippi,
was reported in an article appearing in the Glarion^Ledger^
Jackson, Mississippi^ dated October 24/ 195^, to be a native
of Clarkedale, Mississippi o He reportedly went to Mlssissip-
pi State College where he was captain of the 19^2 football
teamo He served in the 13 o So Army in Europe and at one time
was Provost Marshal for the 87th Airborne Division in Berlin

c

He reportedly Is farming at Holly Ridge, Mississippi.^ which
is northwest of Indlanola, Mississippi

o

No other officers have been identified

«

IIIo STATED AIMS AMD OBJECTIVES

The stated aims and objectives of the Citizens

«

Councils (of Mississippi) as promulgated in various news-
paper articles have been set forth previously in this report.
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IVo ACTIONS TAKEN TOJMPLgMENT PROGRAMS

New Orleans Confidential Infoi^ant T-1^ Chief
RAYPIEID and Chief PIERCE advised that they have had no com-
plaints concerning this organization and have heard of no
acts of violence « terrorism or demonstrations

«

New Orleans Confidential Informant T"2*_of
m^owa reliability., advised on November 4^ 1954 thati

ignam^a mei^toer of Aimlga^at^d Klan.#l^.,"Blr^
indicated recently that there are 30^000 Klansmen in the
State of MissiBsippio Inforrriant stated that these Klans->
men are publicly members of a ** Citizens^ Committee" in
MlssiSBippi^ dedicated to upholding seerrpgatlnrtj and

^\J^

ndicated he
]who. is

secretly belong to the Klan.
secured this Informa^tion from
connected with the American States Rights Association in
Birmingham o

AT YIZOO CITY, MISSISSIPPI

b6
b7C

SA
I22£_J!qllowing investigation was conducted by b6

b7C

New Orleans Confidential Informant T-3^ of
known reliability, advised on January 5 and February l4^
1955 that I

[
member of the Citizens « Council

Luti

chapter ±n
\ rMissisBippio He stated that there

was absolutely no connection whatsoever between the Citizens^ b6
Councils of Mississippi and the Ku KIuk Klano He claimed b7c
thst he did not know of any Klansmen who were members of b7D

the Citizens Councils of Mississippi, He declared that the
meetings of the Citizens Councils were open and publicized
and that any white male was invited to participate o He
claimed that the general purposes of the organization
were to oppose integration of the races and sponsor segrega-
tion in the public schools

o

Enclosure to Bureau -« one copy of an address made
to the Indianola Citizens^ Council^
10»>28-54 by Judge TOM P o BRADY
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE

Copies of this report are being designated for
the Birmingham^ Memphis and Mobile Divisions in view of the
activity of this group in the territory covered by these
divisions

INFORMANTS

L

T-l isf

confidential infonnant at his request

o

J who is designated as a

^ b6

J b7C

T-2 i£ _ps quoted in Birmingham letter

b7D

b2
b6

to the Bureau 11-5^54 captioned "Uo So KLANS OP ALABAMA^ KNIGHTS. ^^
OP THE KU iCLUX KLANj IS«X" (New Orleans file 100»3217"208) . ^70

T-^ is
Who IS

designated a confidential Informant at his request

<

b6
b7C
b7D

REPERENCEs Bureau letter to Department with copies to New
Orleans J Memphis and Birmingham dated 12-17-5^
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JUDGE BRADY'S ADDRESS
I feel very flattered that the men and women

of the Delta, where for generations you have
produced some of the ablest and the best states-

men that Mississippi has ever known, came to

the hills and invited me here.

I think that this problem which we face in

the South, and which is all important to us, is

but a small section of the overall checkerboard.
In dealing with our problem, I think it is ^wise

that we should remember always that the na-

tional problems,' the problems which tend to

undermine or destroy this government, are in

the last analysis, just as fundamental to the
preservation of our way of life actually as the

problem of segregation or integration of the

races. I think before a man should make up his

mind as to the solution of a problem, he should
know all that he can about it. Ihave been asked
to review briefly the book, "Black Monday,'*
because it states, as I see it, the major portions
of the integral parts of this problem.

But, I want to go beyond "Black Monday" if

I may in the time allotted me, and discuss
frankly with you some of the basic problems
which gave rise to the segregation question, and
which have given rise to a great many other of

our problems which are national in their scope.

Lord Byron said : "The best of prophets of

the future is the past." And, the past which we
can comprehend and understand is known, and
it speaks eloquently though it is past, though it

is dead.

We know that in prehistoric times there arose
the Vertebrates. This insurgence took place, I

believe, in about the Pliocene epoch of the
Cenozoic era. I don't want to be pedantic and I

don't want to be too detailed, and I'm only go-
ing to say here tonight that which I think is

absolutely fundamental for us to comprehend,
understand and proclaim if we are to succeed in

the solution of this problem.

Man was the last to be created. Archaeolo-
gists, anthropologists and scientists have stud-
ied and labored for years to give us these facts.

Dr. Breasted, in his book, "The Conquest of

Civilization," has laid down to my mind the
most forceable and the most accurate concept
which man, as yet, has been able to get with ref-

erence to the various species of the different
races which are on this earth. We know that a

man was created in the great northwest quad-
rant, which embodied all of Europe west of the

Ural Mountains, which went parallel with the
60th meridian down into the Indian Ocean, em-
bodying Persia, Mesopotamia, Asia Minor,
Palestine, Phoenicia and those adjacent coun-
tries ; we know that that was the home of the
white race, Homo Caucasius, a fair-skinned,

rather tall, for the most part erect, human be-

ing. Africa north of the Sahara was his south-

ernniost boundary. He extended into Lybia
and into Nubia. To the east of the Urals, and in

the secluded plateaus of high Asia we find, and
we know there existed, another man. He was
round skulled, practically beardless; his skin

was yellow, his hair straight and wiry. Homo
Mongoloideus, the yellow man.

And, we know, separated from these two
great races, one in the northwest quadrant, and
the yellow man to the east of it, we know that

south of there, bounded by the impassable Sa-

hara Desert, on the north, and on the west by
unconquered seas, lay the teeming black men of

Africa. They were black skinned, long headed,

and their hair was kinky. Now, we know that

for generations those races developed along
their own cultural lines. But, there was in the

white man something which made him go be-

yond his boundaries; he was not content. He
had the imagination, the incentive, the energy
and the drive, and he proceeded to expand and
spread, and he went dow^n and he conquered and
captured the black man.

These migrations and the ebbing and flowing

of these various races took place. A part of this

trek went into Egypt, and there, below the first

cataract, along the Nile there, these white men
went and lived, and for 35 dynasties they con-

trolled Egypt. The civilization of Egypt was
a white civilization. Cleopatra was a white
woman. It was only in the 26th dynasty, when
Taharka went upon the throne that the gradual
seepage of the negroid blood into the white
blood, which had come from the northwest
quadrant, became complete. The white men
built the pyramids, the beautiful architectural

Temple of Karnak and the sphinx. Those men
built there, and today with all the stone-cutting

equipment, electrical and steam, which we have
and the quarries of Abysinnia, it is doubtful
whether we could erect here one-third of the
pyramids which they erected.

They had a high concept of God. It's true Isis

and Osiris are far removed from Christ, but

there was a mind of brilliant intellect that had
developed a high civilization and a code of mor-
als it didn't have to apologize for.
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About the same time that this white trek be-
gan, the yellow man likewise had that incentive,
and urge, and drive, this God-given spark which
distinguishes men from brutes.

You are familiar with Genghis Khan, the
Ming and the Chu and the other dynasties. You
are familiar with their arts. Lao-tze, Buddha
and Confucius came and they gave to those
yellow men a satisfying concept of the divine,
and an extremely high sense of morals, laws
and values. And, although these races start-

ed at approximately the same time, in God's
calendar, all the time this was going on, what
was happening south of the Sahara? Some
of the whites trickled through and laid the
foundation for the brown negroes. They cap-

tured them as slaves and this mongrelization of

Egypt took place, and Egypt fell. The same
thing happened in India. The pre-Aryans came
in and were swallowed up, but subsequent to

that, the Aryan invasion came, and they were
white men. They, too, captured and enslaved
the negro. This negroid blood flowed into them.

You can rest assured that the persons who
built the temple at Gwalior, the persons who
constructed the Taj Mahal, the persons who
wrote the Vedas, who created and believed and
worshipped Brahma, the Essenes of India,

where Christ was supposed to have spent His
sixteenth through His thirtieth year, were
white men. But the constant trickle went on,

and on, and on, black blood flowing into white
blood.

It is very doubtful whether the varnas, which
is listed in the Vedas, was original with India;

it probably came from Babylon. But, finally in

their desperation to prevent the integration

with the black, of the white men, they injected

into their religion the four varnas, or the four

colors. And the white men became the untouch-
ables and they were the ruling class.

Nehru, the other day, laughed and said, "We
have no race problem in India; we have always
had white slaves." That is only recently. White
slaves came after the integration had taken
place, and now the vines and the jungle crawl
over that civilization and those palaces and that

civilization which India had, and which it en-

joyed, just as Egypt is swallowed up in ignor-

ance, superstition and poverty. The black teem-
ing semi-barbaric masses of India have swallow-
ed the white man.

We don't have to stay there. We can come to

America, and you have the same thing repeated
with the Mayas on a high plateau between Mex-
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ico and Peru, with the Incas, the Toltecs. Yes,
we know they were white men. We know by
land bridges, by hurricane-driven dugouts that
this migration took place. We know they were
amalgamated with negroids.

It isn't strange or incomprehensible to me
that if God can raise a negro up in Africa, He
can raise a negro up in South America. If He
can create a white man in the northwest quad-
rant, He can create^ a white man on the high
plateau of old Mexico. But, what happened?
The same thing happened there, and, wher-
ever the white race has mingled its blood with
the negroid (and I am not here as an exponent
of race superiority— I am merely telling you
facts). You don't have to take my word for it;

those of you who have been in Central America
and seen the Caribs, they are almost aborigines.

Those of you who have been in Haiti, Puerto
Rico, and Cuba; those of you who have been to

Spain and to Italy, wherever you see this inte-

gation and this comingling, you see this re-

sultant deterioration. It is the same old story.

The jungle, the black blood swallows up, and
with it goes this deterioration. It blows out the
light within a white man's brain.

That is neither right nor wrong; they are

simple facts, stern facts. Well, is that a long
way from the segregation problem? Not so far.

History has a way of repeating itself.

Rome came along and tried just what Egypt
and India had done. Spain came along and tried

the same thing, and Spain is reduced to an or-

gan grinder, some monasteries, and some grapes
and wine. It couldn't be just a coincidence; it

couldn't be an accident—the deterioration and
the destruction of these races took place subse-
quent to the amalgamation, with the amalgama-
tion, with the negroid blood in it, and it is there
for any student of history to read and know.

In 1620, on the sands of Jamestown, a slave

boat landed. There were about 137 slaves in it.

Prince Henry, the navigator, had declined to

permit those slaves to be brought into Holland,
and so they brought them over here. That day
should be the "Thanksgiving Day" of the ne-

groes of America. And they should set that day
aside with some fitting memorial, because there
was conferred upon that segment of the black
race, the greatest favor that one human being
could confer upon another. He was brought
from abject ignorance, primitive savagery, and
placed in a country that was Christian and civ-

ilized.
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Historians bemoan the fact, and I am not here

to argue that slavery is right because we know
that slavery is wrong and we know that any
nation that has enslaved another nation has had
to pay a terrific price, just as any human being
who enslaves or mistreats another must pay a

terrific price. God*s law o£ retribution is as im-

mutable as God's law of gravity. And, Russia is

building for herself a tremendous price to pay,

and so are these other totalitarians and Com-
munistic nations in their mistreatment of hu-
man beings. 1620— that's when the seed was
planted on the shores of the Atlantic at James-
town. That seed has now grown into a tree and
is bearing fruit today. That is the trouble which
faces us now. Of course, they were considered
just a little better than a good saddle horse

—

we know it—a little under, perhaps, a good
hunting dog. They were savages, the Congo
flowed deep in their brains. They had no such
thing as a code of ethics or morals. They were
abysmal savages. Just a few months before,

they had sharpened their teeth with rocks so

that they could more easily tear human flesh

;

they were cannibals. Although the yellow and
the w^hite man had laid cannibalism aside thou-
sands of years before, the black man still ad-

hered to it. And, although the yellow and white
man had a concept of God and man's relation-

ship to God and had developed these fine reli-

gions (eight of which are still alive today and
eight of which are serving and benefiting white
and yellow races and the brown races of this

earth), the black man had evolved nothing ex-

cept a rudimentary nature worship, a fear of

lightning, worship of the sun and evil spirits.

No concept of a Divine Being beyond that

which may have been held by a Neanderthal
man.

We revolted from England. We revolted,

that's right. The American Revolution was as

much an honorable revolution as the Civil War
— that was another revolution. The sons of

those who had revolted against England revolt-

ed again against coercion and mistreatment, so
they felt here.

In the Civil War, yes—they "were the insti-

gating cause of that; from 1860-1864, the South
fought, bled and died for a cause. A cause that

was lost.

I am not here to criticize or to blame any-
one. Abuse and criticism are the tools of the
clumsy and the frustrated and the desperate.
But, we know that the slave traders of New
England took rum to the west coast of Africa,
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and they traded rum to those negroes there,
who in turn sold their own brothers into slav-
ery. And, we know they brought them back
here, and we know they tried to utilize them in

the north and the east, but the cold climate and
the negroes' susceptibility to most diseases and
his primitive ignorance, made him worthless ex-
cept as an item of merchandise. But, in Vir-
ginia, Georgia, and the South, he could work in

the fields where the temperature and the climate
was mild.

They bought and*^sold us all they could get.

This went on until 'about 1847, I believe, until

finally it w^as outlawed, England being the last

nation to outlaw slavery.

Now, I ask you from an ethical standpoint
and a moral standpoint, who is to blame? The
man who captured the negro, who brought him
here, who enslaved him, and who sold him, or
the man who purchased him and worked him
and provided and took care of him?
So when we begin to criticize and find fault,

let's be sure we know what is and what is not
right, and vvho is, and who is not, responsible.
The Civil War laid the foundations for our

problem today, too, just as the landing on
Jamestown did. The North was victorious, the
negro was freed. The Thirteenth and the Fif-

teenth Amendments, which freed the negro and
which granted him universal suffrage, didn't
disturb a single human being in the South—no-
body paid any attention to it. They passed, and
the Southern states passed them. But, when the
Fourteenth Amendment came, the one which is

bothering us today, it was loaded with dyna-
mite. Men met all over the South, just like

we are meeting tonight, men and women, and
they asked themselves the same questions we
are asking ourselves, "What shall we do?" They
had asked themselves that question before, and
they said, *'Before we will submit to this tyr-

anny, before we will permit them to take our
property which they sold to us (and they made
no effort to reimburse the Southerners), we will
divorce and separate, we will secede and form a
country of our own."
There was only one state that voted in the

South for the Fourteenth Amendment, for its

passage, and that was Tennessee, Tennessee was
pretty much under the heel of a Republican and
always had a Republican element in it anyhow,
but the Amendment was rejected. It was fairly

submitted, a three-fourths majority being re-

quired, and it was rejected, and that should have
ended the matter, but it didn't. An infuriated
Republican Congress immediately enacted these

[7]



various statutes which put us under military

rule. Mississippi was under military rule for al-

most four years. Then the Carpetbaggers and
the troops came down and they took care of it

;

the white men were not permitted to vote. The
Scalawags in the South (there are always Scala-

wags), the Carpetbaggers, the Northern troops,

and the negroes voted in the Fourteenth
Amendment. It was illegally done, and there-

fore, the Fourteenth Amendment has never had
any moral effect in the South because our
fathers knew it was illegal, and their fathers

knew it. We know it.

General Coleman has told me recently, and I

have grounds to believe that he is correct about

it, that he is trying to make a diligent search to

prove that even under the coercion and that

military government, when the people of the

South were disfranchised, Congress lacked the
sufficient number of votes, and fraud was per-

petrated, and the Congressional Reports and
the records will show it. Actually there was not

a sufficient number of votes to have made that

amendment valid.

I am not naive enough to think that today,

as this country now exists, that the Fourteenth
Amendment will be abolished. There may be a

day when that Amendment can be abolished or
amended, or ratified in some way so that states^

sovereign states composed of people w^ho have
made that state, and whose fathers and mothers
made that state, will not be forced, as you are
forced tonight, to come here, to look in one an-

other's faces and ask yourself that awful ques-
tion, '*What shall we do? What can we do?"
Immediately after the enactment of that 14th

Amendment, you know what happened. The
Force Bills of 1870, the Anti Ku Klux Klan
Act, the Anti-Segregation Act of 1875—these
things are not new. History is again repeating
itself, ladies and gentlemen. The only differ-

ence in us now and our reyered grandparents is

that we will not secede; we have throughout
this country something that is fine and grand,
and that is the realization that "I am an Ameri-
can. And, as an American, I will work my prob-
lems out."

It was rough, and the heel of the conqueror
was placed on the neck of the vanquished, on
those who came back, and it was just as thor-

ough and devastating as Sherman's March to the
Sea. In spite of every obstacle in the world, the
genius, the courage, the intelligence and the
character of the white people of the South has
saved itself. And we have gone along since 1875
in peace and harmony.

There was a case, however, decided — the
Cruikshank Case—which is of utmost impor-
tance, and every Southerner should know about
that case. A man by the name of Cruikshank,
and others, broke up a political meeting held in

Louisiana by a group of negroes. Shortly after
the Reconstruction Period, the Carpetbag era,

Cruikshank, and others, were indicted in the
Federal Court an(^ convicted, and the case was
appealed to the United States Supreme Court.
That Supreme Court held, in the Cruikshank
case, in 1876 (I'll tell you this now because in

my opinion the next move of this United States
Supreme Court is going to be to set aside the
rule of law established in the Cruikshank Case in

1876—this applies to you people here tonight,

it applies to me, it applies to any individual, or

any group of individuals within any state in

this union), that Congress of itself, by the en-

actment of this law (Ku Klux Act of 1871, the
Civil Rights Act of 1875—and it was under the
Enforcement Act of 1870 that Cruikshank was
indicted, tried and convicted) derived no power
from the 14th Amendment to legislate in re-

spect to the acts of individual persons; that the

restriction of the 14th Amendment ran only
against the action by the states.

That decision in the Cruikshank Case saved
the South, and it saved this nation, because it

permitted the states of this Union to adjudicate
the rights of its own respective citizens, and
denied the Federal Government the right to

come in, as is done in Russia, and w^as done in

Fascist Italy, in Nazi Germany and these other

states, to come in and regulate and control the
lives of the citizens of the respective states.

That Supreme Court realized that the states of

this union produced the union for the benefit of

the states, and the union was not created by the

states for its own welfare. And so I say to you
tonight, whether you know it or not, every man
and woman in this room who is opposed to this

decision of May 17, and the interference of the
Federal Government into the sacred rights of a

state to educate its children, is a States* Rights
man.

You are holding that it is within the prov-

ince, and particularly and solely within the

province of the state, to regulate the life and
condition of its citizens. The education of its

youth is the most sacred and the most solemn
responsibility which a state can have. And, any
interference with it by any power whatsoever
is death to the sacred principle of States*

Rights.
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We talk of segregation today, but let's not

forget that during Truman's administration
there were four issues, Anti-Poll Tax, Anti-

Lynch, the Anti-Segregation issue, and the

FEPC.
We are facing today just one of those issues

—the other three are just in the offing. They
will come unless the people of these United
States realize that this thing is not a haphazard
plan, that it has been in the process of being
made and created for 40 or 50 years, just as the

Fabian Socialists in England started, and 32

years later, converted a great nation into a sec-

ond rate power. So these forces are operating
today in the United States. We lived in com-
plete harmony for a period of 80 years after the

Cruikshank case. Of course, other cases came:
Plessey vs. Ferguson, the Virginia Case. In that

case, a negress was denied the right to ride in

equal but segregated area. That Supreme Court
held that that also is within the province of the
State. The State has a right to regulate the ac-

tions and the conduct of its individuals. If the

people of that State want that, there is nothing
unconstitutional about it, and that was the case;

that was the camel that the Supreme Court had
to swallow when it handed down the decision
on May 17.

Repeatedly, after that they have held, and in

the Gong Lum Case just a short period ago,

when there were men on the Supreme Court like

Van Devanter, Brandeis, Justices Stone, Butler,

Holmes, Taft and the others, they held that the
rule was the same, the rule laid down in Plessey
vs. Ferguson to be a good rule.

It's true that the state owes all of its citizens

a solemn duty. That same rule was laid down in

the Cruikshank Case. The very highest duty of

the states, when they entered into the union un-
der the Constitution, was to protect all persons
within their boundaries in the enjoyment of

these inalienable rights. And the Supreme
Court held in the Plessey Case that just as long
as that train had the same sort of seats, the same
sort of accommodations, ran over the same rails,

was a part of the same train pulled by the same
engine, had the same sort of lights and drinking
water, as long as the accommodations were
equal, that the rule of being separate did not
deny anybody equal protection under our law.

There was no discrimination?
What has happened? What is it in this in-

terim of time, a period of about 60 years, that
the Supreme Court has divorced itself from
Plessey vs. Ferguson. How in just twenty-seven
years, has reversed itself in the Gong Lum case?
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What caused it? If we can find out why this

happened and what caused it, we may be able
then to prevent future inroads into the States*

Rights principle, the principle upon which our
government was founded by the 13 separate sov-

ereign states.

I can tell you some of the things. In 1936,

there was a large migration of the negroes
north. They went to cities such as Pittsburgh,
Detroit, New York, Akron, Philadelphia and
Chicago; the far westward trek had not
started, and there in these northern states, by
simply becoming 21 years of age, they obtained
the ballot. There was organized in 1936 in New
York City, an organization known as the Na-
tional Association for the Advancement of

Colored People. We know now from whence
this association has derived a lot of its power.
We know now who poured the money into its

coffers ; w^e know^ nov\^ w^ho has abetted and
encouraged the association. I have but to read
you the names of the 87 organizations listed by
the FBI and the Committee on Un-American
Activities to give you the name of these Com-
munist-front organizations. It is from their

ranks that this help has come. I wouldn't make
such a statement if I were not sure of it.

We know there has been a working together
on it. We know also that the CIO and the Com-
munist-front labor organizations have likewise
cooperated with it, and we know that the CIO,
Sidney Hillman Group, gave to this association

$75,000.00 to have them fight these four cases

from Kansas, Delaware, Virginia and South
Carolina.

In 1936 this thing started. Walter White him-
self says *'for 50 years we have been working in

this direction." How long have we been work-
ing in our direction? Not 50 days. Fifty years
ago they set their goals and their sights, some
of which we don't even know today, but we be-

lieve today that one of those goals and sights is

integration of the white and negro race in the
South. We know that.

In 1936 the negroes had always voted Repub-
lican, but there was a quick shift, a quick
change, and labor and the NAACP switched to

the Democratic party and they elected Roose-
velt, and they kept Roosevelt there. His brain
trusters, all of his group, planned that which
has come to be. In was in his regime that he told

Governor Johnson down at Hattiesburg, at

Camp Shelby, **I am coming back after this war
is over, and we are going to take the book down
from the shelves, Paul, and finish writing that
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chapter/' And Governor Johnson asked him,
"What book?** and he said, "The negroes* book."

People don't do something for politicians and
not expect something in return, as a rule. And,
what they wanted, what they demanded, and
what they got was the Civil Rights bills and the
propaganda brought forth in Roosevelt's admin-
istration and re-enacted during Truman's. We
know the fight that the Mississippians and
these other Southern men made opposing the
Anti-Poll Tax, Anti-Segregation, Anti-Lynch-
ing and the FEPC.

If that FEPC had been enacted and enlarged
today, the South would not have any economic
weapon whatsoever with which to defend itself.

If the Anti-Segregation Bill had been passed,
we would be approximately where we are now^
and I think perhaps we would be better off, be-

cause at any rate we would have an Act of Con-
gress and not an act of the Supreme Court, The
Supreme Court would not have usurped the
powers of Congress. It would not have usurped
the seats of our Representatives and our Sena-
tors here, which it has done.

Briefly, and roughly, that is the picture. In
passing I should say this, that this assault that
is being made on the American mind is terrific.

We know that the Communist organizations^
and we know that Russia itself dreamed at one
time of setting up a **Black Empire," of dis-

franchising the white man. And, we know that
they worked along these lines for a long time,
until finally they were told to quit, and they quit
either because of the economic superiority of
the white man, or the loyalty of the negro, or a
combination of both.

What is the next best thing they could get?
An integration of these races. To let us have in

the South what has happened in these other
countries—in Spain, in Egypt, India and every-
where. I am not a great anthropologist, but we
know the physical differences exist just as
Abraham Lincoln said, "I do not believe, and
never will believe, that the white and the black
races should intermarry; there are physical
differences which forbid it, and it is not in

God's plan that they should do it." And Abra-
ham Lincoln did more for the negro, for his
freedom and advancement here than any human
being who has ever lived, but you needn't tell

the Supreme Court that.

Any lawyer, you can ask any able lawyer, and
he will tell you that there is no precedent what-
soever for that decision of May 17, It's as er-

roneous as the 14th Amendment was illegal;

we know that. It's based on sociology and psy-
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chology, on the social sciences and not on the
principle of stare decisis, not on the decisions

and the laws of this country.

We have a sociological Supreme Court. In
lieu of laws we are now going to have theories,

sociological and psychological concepts to

guide us. That is next to having a rule by men,
and whenever any country sets aside govern-

ment by law and adopts government by men,
that government dies. History will teach us,

and has taught us, that this is a certain way to

destruction.
Well, we come to the question: What are we

going to do? I have spoken and taken a stand

on it, and wrote "Black Monday." If we don't

use our heads, if we get frantic and excited, this

could be our Gettysburg also.

I am so glad that the true South has gone
slowly, judiciously and calmly. I regret to see

that our sister state, Maryland, is in the toils of

this ordeal, and I regret to see that they are be-

coming somev^^hat violent and excited. They are

turning desperately any way for relief. They
will lose, because their Governor doesn't believe

there is anything morally wrong with the aboli-

tion of segregation, and in my opinion, if nec-

essary, he will use force to put a stop to it. That
will happen also in other states where the peo-

ple are divided, where they have conflicting, di-

vergent thoughts, beliefs, desires and dreams;
where they are not united and sure in their

cause, and where they have in their cause any
element that would make them at any time
ashamed ; where they could not at all times
speak out and say: "This is where I stand, and
I shall ndt change from it, and this stand which
I have taken is a just and righteous stand, and
it is within the confines of the Federal Consti-

tution and the Constitution of the State of Mis-
sissippi, and its statutes." When we take a stand
thus, we won't have to apologize or be afraid or

frantic. We can ride out any storm.
I think that we should have (and I use these

words for lack of better) a National Federation
of Sovereign States. I think the people of Mis-
sissippi should do what you are doing tonight,

as your Council has done in 36 counties. And,
I would like to say this with reference to the

Council: There was a farmer one time and he
had six sons; he gave each a stick; he bound the

sticks together; he handed that bundle to all the

sons and none could break it. But when he took
those sticks apart, they snapped those sticks

over their knees with ease. If we are not bound
together today in Mississippi, they will snap us
over their knees. It is very easy to pass judg-
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ment upon a man or upon a movement. It's easy to

condemn. None of you men look like Ku Kluxers to

me. I wouldn't join a Ku Kiux—I didn't join it—
because they hid their faces; because they did things
that you and I wouldn't approve of. I am not going
to find fault with a man who did. Every man looks at

the proposition not in the same way. In this propo-
sition there is one essential point on which we must
be uniform: we must act within the bounds of our
Constitution and not in violation of our laws. If and
when this Federation of States is formed, call it what
you will, when Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, Ten-
nessee, Florida, Louisiana, Texas, Arkansas, Virginia
and South Carolina; when the men of those states get
together and say, "We have the intelligence and the
courage and the character to solve these problems if

we will work together, if we keep this thing a legal,

a lawful and a fine thing." We will have a powerful
force for good which cannot be denied. The sovereign
rights of these states will remain secure and inviolate.

There can be no federation of states unless the states

organize. Each state must organize; each state and
each county thereof. If we do not organize, we are .

lost, because never before in the history of the South
has there been a more direct order to organize than is

now given to us. White Americans of the South,
unite! And, so I say to you tonight, members of this

Citizens' Council, when each citizen in every Council
can solemnly and sincerely vow that he will uphold
the Constitution of this State and its laws, and that
he will at the same time pledge his life, his fortune,
and his sacred honor that segregation shall not be
destroyed in Mississippi, when they take those oaths
and mean them, it will not be destroyed.

I tell you that in our religious and in our educa-
tional field we have men who are drugged with the
lotus of Socialism. Some of them are outright Com-
munists, and when they go into our schools and teach
our boys Socialism, they are undermining this coun-
try. When they affiliate with the NAACP, or any
other organization which tends to socialize, upset and
destroy this country, they are helping Russia. Russia
wants to put Jew against Gentile. She wants to put
Protestant against Catholic. She wants to have
the white and the black man fighting at each other.
Everywhere she plays race against race—anything
that will cause dissension, discord and trouble, that
is what Russia wants.

You andj know that the NAACP has been spon-
sored and fostered by these left-wing Liberals (I will
call them that), these Marxian Christians in our
churches, and these Neo-Socialists, teachers and
preachers in our schools. It is just that serious, and
if the people of the South do not now make up
their minds that this is a mortal combat, that it is to

the bitter end; that he will sell his car, his radio, his
television, his refrigerator; he will sell anything and
give anything because he has the God-given right to
keep his blood white and pure, the battle will soon be
lost. If God in His infinite wisdom had wanted a
Mongrelized, mixed man, that man would have been
on this earth. He would not have been separated into
the northwest quadrant, over in Asia and below the
trackless Sahara; if God had wanted these races of
men to be mixed, they would have been created
mixed. No Socialist preacher <ran deny this.

I don't like statements when I hear that the Coun-
cils are going to pit Jew against Catholic. It might
interest you to know that 4000 years before Christ,

the Jew was fighting for the preservation of his white
blood. It might interest you to know (and I have no
particular brief for the Jew, I merely state facts) that
he was enslaved at the time the Egyptian was. The
negro has no monopoly on slavery. The Jew was en-
slaved 4000 years, and the Egyptian also, before the
negro knew what slavery was. And for 4000 years, in

spite of his slavery and mistreatment, the Jewish
race, above all, has kept its blood pure. And it was
from the Jewish race that Jesus Christ came. I don't
like to hear someone say that the Citizens' Councils
are against Jews and Catholics, because to me the
Citizens' Councils typifies the finest and the best in-

telligence, the best law-abiding group, the most cour-
ageous, the most honest. And unless we keep and
pitch our battle on a high plane, and unless we keep
our rank's free from the demagogue, the renegade, the
lawless and the violent, we will be branded as we
should be branded, a fearful, underground, lawless
organization. I think a man should understand an
organization; I think he should inspect its roster,
should check its Constitution and its laws and find
out the type of men who are in it, and the type of
people who want to work with it and support it be-
fore we damn it.

No one knows what the outcome is going to be;
no one knows who the next Supreme Court Judge is

going to be. It could be Thurgood Marshall; it could
be Attorney Brownell—we don't know, but it doesn't
make any difference who the attorney general is, and
it doesn't make any difference whether it is a negro
or a white man. If the people of Mississippi will just
do their duty, and you know what I mean. Though
he only pays 5 per cent, or 6 per cent, of the school
tax, still he is a human being. Where we have mis-
treated him, we should admit it. Where we can rec-
tify that wrong that we have done him, we should do
it. I realize, and you do too, that the NAACP and
these Liberal left-wing groups are laughing with glee
because they realize that we are going to be stag-
gering under a terrific debt.

They realize that South Carolina spent $175,000,000
and perfectly equalized their schools. The records in
the case before the Supreme Court, the oral argu-
ments as well as the briefs, substantiated that they
are absolutely equal, and we realize that, yet that Su-
preme Court says, "You have got to sit a negro boy
down by a white girl to have it equal."

Still, with that in our face, it is our duty to give
to these negro boys and girls, in good conscience,
what we can and what they are entitled to.

The thing is serious. I don't like to hear men say,
'*Oh, it can't happen. It's too much of a job. The bur-
den is too great. We can teach them this, that and
the other." You can't do it! You can't put little boys
and little girls together—negroes and whites, and
have them sing together, play together, dance to-
gether, and eat together out of the same pail, sit side
by side, and walk arm in arm, and expect for the
sensitivity of those white children not to be broken
down. You can't do it. The old adage of *Tirst we
pity, then we pardon, then we embrace," applies.
Why? Because that is exactly what has happened in
the north.

Four per cent., we will say, in Kansas; 7 per cent.,
we will say, in New York; 8 per cent., we will say, in
Illinois—that's nothing compared to what we have.
They have a sufficient number of whites to absorb,
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and perhaps assimilate, the negro; though you can't
truly assimilate it— it's still there. It is there in Wal-
ter White's face, in his flat nose, his round head, his

slightly kinky hair, his slightly thick lips and his

colored skin.

Those are things we can see. We don't know what
happens to the brain of man, but we do know that
the negro's brain pan seals and hardens quicker than
the white man's. We do know the negro has, in cer-

tain instances, elliptical blood cells, which cause dis-

ease. We do know that his skull is one-eighth inch
thicker, and we do know he has to have two deter-
miners to have his kinky black hair. We don't know
what it takes to make his mind different from our
mind.

This Supreme Court seeks to set aside all the laws
of eugenics and biology! By simply putting these
children together in schools we will abolish "all these
racial differences that God made. I have a little field

back of my home, a very small one. I noticed the
blackbirds come, and they stay together. Right in

the City of Brookhaven I had a covey of quail. They
finally fled because of new houses. I noticed they
stayed together. They were all birds. I noticed the
geese and the ducks, each after his own kind, and yet,
that Supreme Court would set aside these basic laws
of God and of nature and compel these various in-

dividuals to comingle just as you would blackbirds
and green heads, or partridges.

You can't change the chromosomes of an individ-
ual by a law. You can't create an additional gene to

determine the texture and the quality of the skin hair.

These things God does, and whenever man begins to

tamper and to try to reform and revise (yes, and this
goes for the atomic bomb, too), these laws, he de-
stroys himself.

I have tried to speak calmly and unemotionally. I

could have adopted a much different approach; I

could have had you, I believe, cheering at odd mo-
ments; but this is not the time to cheer—this is the
time, as you've said, to pray. This is the time to be
as deliberate and cautious and careful and as right as
we know how. I realize that a violent upheaval at

this time would probably deter (though it might not)
the Supreme Court in handing down its "when and
how" decision. But that would only be a pyrrhic
victory. We can't do it with force and arms—we
have got to do it with right, and we have got to do
it with intellect and justice.

And, just as this meeting opened with a prayer, I

think it is proper that it should close with a prayer,
and so I devoutly say, "God give us the wisdom to

know what's right, and the courage and strength to
do it."

ADDITIONAL REPRINTS
50 for . - . - $3.00
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ASSOCIATION OF
CITIZENS' COUNCILS

OF MISSISSIPPI
Winona, Miss.
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^Assistant Attorney Qen«ral
William F» Tompkins

M-r- -Re-lmrsint

March 7, 1955

Director, FBI

o
ASSOCIATION OF CITIZENS COUNCILS
(OF MISSISSIPPI)
IHTERKAL SEGURITt - X
FBI File 105-34237

•M

Tolson
Boardman
Nichols

^Imont :^^
Harbo
Wohr „_
Parsons .

Rosen
Tamm
SIzoo

Reference is nade to your memorandtam dated
December 10^ 1954, captioned »*Th« Giti!^flin<& Qounollm
(Of Mississippi), Internal S^JCtirity - %^; ^The American
States Rights Association, Internal Security - X** your
references 146^1-^02 and 146-1-.2404, WFTsRMRsaik,
suggesting an investigation of these organizations for
the Department's consideration pursuant to Executive
Order 10450. Reference is also made to my memorandiam
dated December 17, 1954, in reply thereto advising that
investigation vaa being initiated and the results would
be forwarded to you upon receipt thereof

•

There i© enclosed herewith for your consideration
under the provision® of Executive Order 10450 one copy of
the report of Special Agent George A. Everett dated February 16,
1955, it% the captioned matter* There is aleo being furnished
you herewith one Photostat each of the six enclostires to this
repdr: isted on page$ 5& and 59

<

il)

/
/

?^emphis (105-121)
Mew Orleans

NOTE SAC, Memphis:

DECLASSIFIED BY (jpQ

^ES-^

A review of the report of Special Agent Everett ""reflects
that of the 25 counties in Mississippi in whi-Ctt^^ere are citizens^^
councils 13 of the counties are situated ^^nWi the territory
covered by the Memphis Office. Yo\^^PhrJ» instructed to maintain
this case in a pending status and follow closelv,.,^e, activities
of this organization, Thei^st^tus of the c^p^^^^-furnished the
Bureau has been changed to pendli^^:U>r]

be changed accordingly* ^^^>-^ ,^,^ ^^ '/>:>-- --7^^ -a
your copies^, should

\ Winterrowd

\Tel^Rooin n.

CFW:eje,(9)
B(-

1 s^,K

MAR 7 - ia55

MAILED 24-
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dated February 18,19^^* : - /.v.
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The Mrector, Federal Bureau of Investigation date:

: Warren Olney III, Assistant Attorney General
Criminal !3ivision

;^.^HIfE CITIZENS COUHCIL.

Ti2.JS/js'i:'

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Mr. Mohr—

lUU-2-130

Ifr, T<

.Mr/ Nichols

B-iVe
^y^^i:\ ifWi;-*

Enclosure No. Q2$Qk

i

We are enclosing herewith three photostats of a news
artijfl^ appearing in the issue of the LOS AMGELES TRIBUNE of
iJa^ary 28^ 1955 > regarding the above organization* It will be

noted that according to the news article certain Negro citizens^
of Mississippi transmitted affidavits to the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Colored Peis'f^le regarding e^^nomic
pressure brought against them by ti^^bove organi|ia^^n. Accord-
ing to the news article, Walter K/^trider and Swf(u*Neal, agents /.-

and Quployees of FHA. (probably Famers Home Admmxstration) , are
'

collaborating in the manner specified with the economic pressure
movement of the White Citizens Council*

We are forwarding the news article to you so that the

allegations set forth therein can be included in the investigation

of this organization which we understand is being presently
conducted undei; provisions of Executive Order IOI4.50. The news

article indica-Be^ the affidavits referred to may be in the pos-

session of Ro^mlkins, an official of "ttie NMCP, of New lork City.

We would sug^st that copies of these affidavits be obtained if

possible and that an appropriate inquiry be made relative to the

contents thereof^
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Fisenhower fold fflA collaborating iiritti

Dlxiecrats to freeze Negroes economically
'^

r NEW yOREv— Affidavits from Mississippi Naacp leaders, accusing repre-

sentatives of federal financing agencies of discrimination in collaboration with the

economic pressure movement of the White Citizens Councils of Mississippi, have
the Whitebeen submitted to

House with an urgent request for

•*prompt action/* .
-

Walter K, Stricter and S. O'-

Neal, agents of the FHA in Lex-
ington, Miss., are named as deny-

ing Negroes assistance.

fTKese ^mdavlts," Koy WU-
fcfais, Naa^p administrator, In-

lom^ the White House, '*seein

to liidleikte tliat . agencies «f the

federal government Itself are
arbitrarily denying rellel which
they are empcrwered to give and
Wl^lch In other y^ars they have,

AIDS NAACP MEMBEBSBn?^
BRlVBi^ DENHfiD IX>AN

*3ecause of my activities in

bringing in about 25 members in

the Naacp branch," one farmer
asserts in his affidavit, "economic
pressure is being exerted on me."
Owner of 73 acres of 'Vlch Mis-
sissippi delta soU" with a 7-room
house, a barn, and a 'tractor, t^
Negro farmer says that although
his tract produces as much as a
bale-and-a-half of cotton per
acre, he is:unable to,^ loans for

operations.

Because of drought and the de-
mand for immediate payment of a

r|i3,Q00 mortgage, he is in danger-^—

^

of losing his place. ''Any one be-
longifig to the Naacp/' he affirms^
is not' deemed ^'worthy of finan-

cial assistance and is termed a
troublemaker in the community.**

OTNKAU STRIDER NAMED

Although "disaster loans are

being inade to individuals" in the

drought area, another victim af-

firms that he has been unable to

secure''such a loai^ "because a Mr-
S. O'Neal, of Lodngton, Miss.,

(farm home manager) thought
that I should not. have it"

A woman fcurm owner In the
same drought-stricken area also

comi^laihs that O'Neal and Strider

hafve denied her a disaster loan

to operate her farm. "It is gen-

erally believed," she adds, "that

Mr. Strider refuses some loans to

Naacp members because of local

activities".

LASt year, a local Naacp lead-

er swears, he secured without dif-

ficulty an operational loan from
the FHA. "But this year, I have
been unsuccessful in getting any
consideration for a loan to oper-

ate my farm,"^he asserts, naming
O'Neal as the one who rejected

h^ application.

The owner ^f . a TG-acre farm
complained that: ^
^o ioaiis .wttl be extended to

me^for current operations which
begin In mld-Januar^* A Mr.

Walter £. Strider, supervisor

for the FHA of Lexington, Miss.,

through wblch my property was

purchased, will not mabe It poa^

siUe for me to secure a loan"for
operations through the FHA>
Ho^vever, a white friend of ^ mine
was able to reeeive up to $10,000

for , equipment and operations

through the fHA and Mr. Stri-

dor."

BBANCH PRESIDENT
TUBNEP DOWN
The president of an Naacp

branch, owper of a $37,000 busi-

ness in a Mississii^i city affirms

that he was warned by a memWr
of the Gity Cotmcil and two. po-
lice officers to post a sign over his

place "For Oolored Only" In an
effort to drive awi^ white trader

"I was told," he declares "that

their reason was' to protect me
from the 'poor whites* and to keep,

the mean white people from
bombing my place. I refused , their

request. As a result, priessure ' Was
put on whites who stopped trad-
ing . with me.* My business is ^eiy
young and Z didn't have money'
for operation. I went to my laenA
bank but was turned down. No
reasons, were given for not grant-
ing the application."

--^- r^ - I

LOS ANGELES TRIBOl^E
Friday, January 28, 1955
Page k
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V
®»|*©a*eiie© is laad© fe© your memorauduia ifttei

March 3, i^5j eantloned *1rfhite.Citizens CounelX,'*
y^ur r©feJ?©it@© llj%»2-130«VWOtMtfHeyiiBSt,

An *$t©mp% is being made to obtain eopiea
of til© affllftij!:|ts referred to in y®itr moaoranduiii and
upon rd-iliiii^ ^©r«©f by the Bureau they: will b©
furnisl^Sijji Ji# f^u proiaptly. . inquiries ifliJ b© wad©
relatiw If -^ c®a%©ats ©f the©* affidlfciirits when :,

obtain©^* Ts!ia will b^© furnished the. results of

.

these iniulries promptly.

2 cc - New York (W/En(Msiires - 2)

2 cc - New Orleans . (W/anolosures - 2)

2 CC: - Memphis (W/EnolqP'M^sl- 2)

ATTENTION SACS NEW YOM.llSEir ORLEANS AND MEMPHIS:

ALL "smotMKnm<xsF£&mm

PATE ,\l^tt|M BYlgA£,-1JPqJ

Tolson —

_

Boardman ,

Nichols _
Belmont _
Harbo___
Mohr

Parsons .

Rosen

Tarom

Sized

•Winterrowd _
Tele. Room .

HoUoman —

There is b€^ing^ fuimlahed the New York, Hew Orleans
and Memphis Offices as an enclosure with this letter one
Photostat each of an article which appeared in; the "Los Angeles
Tribune" of January 28', 195^* Hew York is being furnished;, a
copy of the Department ; memorandum and New ' Orleans ; and MemphI

s

are being furnished one Photostat each of the Department
memorandum*

,

.

" /; *
""\ -'/-/-' —;..;:•;/. '^'/^

,''
^ v

'-••;•
^^

^^^^ - 4' T^e , New YoJ?k Office is instrjict^ed ,tp ms^e^ ^y^ry ,

.

effort to*'oB%ari'n.*fthrough sources bM Infoa^mants c.oimec tied

with the NationaT As sociation for the Advancement- ^f Colored
People >.epple3 of the affidavits referi^edt 0-1x1 th^' memorandum
from Me'idpft^rtme should, be furiilshed the Bureau,

f^jj^
New Orleans and Memphis upon receipt© : ^ \. .
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Association of Gittzens Councils (of Mississippi

j

is the correct name for this organization.



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT, f

MR. L. V. BOARDMANU ^^'^ datb: March 21,

PROM t

fUBJBCT:

MR. A. H. BELMO

o
IIWERNAL SECURITY - X
BUPILE 105-3i|.237

ALL rHTOBMATrOlT COSITAISED

mmjjmm BY uojLviKLi &e|Ly^

AttachnBntXxAc-if 3- «? 2 -J""J"~

CPW:bas>-^ /A/^
(^)

^
1 - Mr» Boardman *

1 - Mr. Belmont
1 - MP* Baumgardner
1-

1 1

JySrV

There is attached the file copy of a letter to tHe Atlanta
Office, with copie'^^s to eleven other southern offices, advising that
Citizens Coimcils. have been established In the State of Mississippi
and in the State of Alabama. AH offices receiving copies of this letter
are being advised to remain alert for the formation of Citizens Councils
in their territory and to fvirnlsh the Bureau immediately any information
received concerning these Councils, Citizens Councils in Mississippi and
Alabama are attempting through legal means to maintain, segregation in
public schools and prevent Negroes from registering and voting. The
Department suggested an investigation be conducted'on the Citizens
councils of Mississippi. The original of this letter is on duplimat.

RSCOMMEMDATIOH ;

It is recommended that this letter be approved so that it
may be dupllmated and the offices designated be furnished copies.
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Tho first Citlt«i» Cewioil nat mmm$mi 3v^ %l^
195^9 at iQdiaaoU, Mli»l8ii&9l. aid at of Fi%9«iQF| lf55|
coonells vara {&m9i in tvmf^ftfn eo^Hlaa of MlaaitfIm
with a total MiHiarahie of am«itMit#lr 30|00a* flia CitltiMit
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195^.

Tha CltiKOJis Cooaeilt diaalaia affiliatioa ifith or
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mi apaw>wpa ^jwwwfc^i^if ^^WRwflpiiwHa jf^tf^iit wHf^*^t^^mmmV^ wwa T i^^'W'tw hpIwmi^- iMPWiM* ^japaia 4i^^^^^a%P:^an w^ip mk.^

bf lattar aatti^ f^rtli all partinaiit data, aooowmlig tl»
orfaaisatioa and ^la offlotis tharaof ^ M i^aitifatioft aboold
he eoaiiiotad vi^ioat prior ^E^a«a atilliorit|r.
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